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   GALVA – The Galva School 
Board passed a Fiscal Year 
2026 budget at Monday night’s 
school board meeting that is 
projected to be in the black. 
   The revenue is $5,332,395 
and the expenditures are 
$4,823,840. 
   The board held a budget hear-
ing at 6:55 p.m just before the 
regular meeting but no one 
commented. 

   The board will take action at 
their October meeting on trans-
ferring $400,000 from working 
cash to the transportation fund. 
Superintendent Joe Becker said 
the district purchased two buses 
last year and the transportation 
fund is getting a little low. 
   The board approved four sen-
iors to graduate in December. 
They will have met the gradu-
ation requirements.  
   The board heard a Facetime 
chat on the results of its 10-year 

life safety re-survey report. 
   The high school has 12 viola-
tions that are estimated to cost 
$177,240 to repair. The elemen-
tary school has 13 violations 
with a cost estimate of 
$241,506. 
   Some of the main violations 
involve doors, glass and door 
closures. Becker said some of 
the priority items need to be 
completed in one year and 
lesser items need completed in 

NEW HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT BUILDING Wyoming stop 
signs on hold 

City Council tables resolutions 
until Oct. 21 meeting

County 
building in 
Bradford 

County approves 
$310,000 contract

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – The Stark 
County Board of Supervi-
sors is close to obtaining a 
property for a much-dis-
cussed new county highway 
building. 
   At a special meeting held 
on Monday, the board ap-
proved a sales contract with  
GK Rogers LLC, of Roa-
noke for $310,000 for the 
former Bradford John Deere 
tractor business. 
   Most recently operated by 
Heritage Tractor, the build-
ing is located at 16501 Illi-
nois Route 40 in Bradford. 
   Finding a new location for 
the highway department has 

been discussed for several 
years and was first an 
agenda item at the May 2024 
monthly meeting of the 
county board. It has been 
tabled every month since 
and spoken about during 
many closed sessions. 
   Several potential sites in 
Toulon were examined and 
ultimately rejected, either by 
the county board or by the 
property owners.  
   The need for a new county 
highway building was dis-
cussed in 2004 when the 
county board suggested tear-
ing down the 1942 concrete 
building. Eighty-three years 
later, the county highway 
building is nearing the end 

of its lifespan. 
   In 2018, Bellwether LLC, 
of Bloomington, reported 
findings of a study con-
ducted about the highway 
building to the board of su-
pervisors. Bruce DeLashmit, 
Bellwether’s founder, in-
formed the county board that 
the building would be un-
suitable for repairs and 
money would be better spent 
on constructing a new build-
ing. 
   DeLashmit cited inade-
quate ventilation to clear 
toxic fumes from vehicles 
and insufficient heating due 
to inadequate insulation. He 
also said zoned heating re-
sulted in expensive heating 

and cooling costs for the ve-
hicle area and administrative 
office. 
   A leaky roof led to flood-
ing in the administrative of-
fice, which caused mold 
growth and had the potential 
to harm employees’ health. 
At one time, a temporary 
building was brought in be-
cause this specific problem 
was so hazardous. 
   The City of Toulon has in-
dicated an interest in obtain-
ing the property to bring in 
businesses at the intersection 
of routes 17 and 91. Once 
the current highway building 
is demolished, Toulon or 
other purchasers of the prop-
erty could develop that area.

By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 
For The Prairie News 

   WYOMING – A special meeting of the Wyo-
ming City Council came to an abrupt halt Tues-
day night just as four resolutions concerning 
the placement of stop signs were about to be 
presented for council approval.  
  Alderman Steven Hansard asked Mayor Jim 
Mercer why the new stop signs were not dis-
cussed by the streets and alleys committee. 
   Mercer said the resolutions were a police is-
sues and not an issue for that committee. Han-
sard argued that it was, then made a motion to 
table the agenda resolutions that would have 
authorized the city to add stop signs on various 
streets around the city. Alderwoman Michelle 
Owens seconded the motion. 
   In a roll-call vote, the six council members 
voted to table the resolutions until the Oct. 21 
council meeting. Hansard, Owens, Dave Rum-
bold, Dave Lindahl and Carol Potter voted to 
table the resolutions. Dan Hardman dissented. 
   The council passed a resolution to authorize 
the purchase of a 2013 Ford F-350 truck with 
20,000 miles on it for the street department to 

Continued on Page 2

Pictured above (left to right) are Galva students Bennett Colwell, Ellory Glaser and 
Jurnie Lambert-Owens, who were presented with the Wildcat Pride award at Mon-
day night’s school board meeting. Photo by Carol Townsend.

Galva school board OKs FY26 budget

Pictured above is the future location of Stark’s new county highway building, located at 16501 Illinois Route 40 
in Bradford. Photo by John A. Ballentine.

Continued on Page 2



five years. Becker said the 
district’s maintenance 
crew will get started on 
the items in the near fu-
ture to save any money 
they can.   
   The Galva district will 
hold parent-teacher con-
ferences on Oct. 8-9. Call 
the office to set up a time 
with your student’s 
teacher if you want a con-
ference.  
   The board discussed ap-
pointing two student rep-
resentatives to join its 

ranks. This has been done 
in surrounding districts 
and is something the 
board thinks would be 
beneficial for Galva’s 
schools. 
   The students would 
have no vote and could 
not attend executive ses-
sions.  
   The board reviewed the 
district enrollment total, 
which is 463. There was 
also discussion on the im-
pacts of home-schooling 
and the number of stu-
dents who attend other 

districts. 
   One reason given was 
students can’t drop out 
until a certain age but can 
be home-schooled. 
   Another problem for 
several families is not 
being able to find housing 
in Galva so they must 
move to a neighboring 
district. Some leave as 
another parent gets cus-
tody who does not live in 
the district.  
   Galva’s biggest class is 
the third grade, with 44 
students – 28 boys and 16 
girls.  
   This year’s eighth-grade 
class has 25 students, with 
only five boys and 20 
girls.  

   Becker said, overall, the 
district gained 10 students 
this year. Five came back 
to high school this year 
and two others are home-
schooling in high school 
this year.  
   Both principals gave 
presentations on their 
2025-26 school-improve-
ment plans.  
   The board approved 
Becker to begin the appli-
cation for a school-main-
tenance project grant.  
   The following personnel 
items were approved for 
2025-26: Destiny Bailey 
as a cafeteria aide and 
Ashton Kramer as an ele-
mentary custodian.
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GALVA: Board considers student representatives
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WYOMING: Voted 5-1 to table resolutions

   BISHOP HILL – The 
annual 19th-century har-
vest festival Jordbruksda-
garna returns on Saturday 
and Sunday. 
   On both days, the fol-
lowing activites will be 
available from 10 a.m.-4 
p.m.: Traditional craft 
demonstrations, food, ven-
dors and hands-on activ-
ities for the children. All 
demonstrations, hands-on 
activities, music and the 

history skit are free. 
   Artisans will weave, 
carve wood, forge metal 
and make butter. Vendors 
will also be selling baked 
goods, crafts and more in 
the village park each day. 
   Musical performances 
include Coffee Creek at 
noon and 2 p.m. and the 
Nordic Dancers of Chi-
cago at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. 
each day at the gazebo. 
   Visitors can try their 
hand at shelling corn, mak-
ing bricks, pressing apples 
into cider and creating a 
cornhusk doll behind the 
Bjorklund Hotel from 
noon-4 p.m. each day. 
   Visitors can also view 
sorghum pressing and 
cooking, and explore the 
area’s agricultural heritage 
at the Henry County His-
torical Museum, where a 
variety of antique tractors 
and implements will be on 
display.  
   The Henry County His-
torical Museum and by the 
Krans Livery Stable, the 
Bishop Hill Agricultural 
Association will be con-
ducting 19th-century har-
vest activities both days. 
   Author Mary Davidsaver 
will be doing a book sign-
ing at the Prairie Arts 
Center from 11 a.m.-2 p.m.  
   Tractors will be available 
to transport people around 
town. 
   On Saturday only, the 
Old Settlers’ Association 
will be selling their famous 
Colony Stew from 11 a.m.-
1:30 p.m. at the Colony 
School. At the Steeple 
Building Museum, the 
BHHA Acting Troupe will 
perform their Bishop Hill 
Colony history skit “On 
the Road Again!” starting 
at 11 a.m.  

Annual Jordbruksdagarna festival  
returns to Bishop Hill this weekend

replace the current city truck that is 
barely operational. The purchase 
price is $25,700 from Crump’s Auto 
and Trailer Sales, of Crystal City, 

Mo. 
   Also passed was a resolution to 
purchase one six-inch water tele-
scoping valve from ESI, of Naper-
ville, for $8,987. 

   The council then went into closed 
executive session to discuss “city fi-
nances.” Mercer indicated that there 
would be no action or discussion 
after returning to open session.

Continued from Page 1
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PUBLIC RECORD
Misdemeanors &  
Felonies: 
   7-14 - Michael D. Jones, 35, Fel-
ony possession of methampheta-
mine. 

Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   9-14 - Jeremy Allen Helslander, 
46, Driving 15-20 mph above limi-
tand improper traffic lane usage. 
   9-15 - Breanna L. Kiesner, 35, 
Elmwood, was cited for improper 
lane usage, operation of an unin-
sured vehicle, and driving while her 
license was suspended. Her vehicle 
was impounded, and she was issued 
a court date to appear.  
   9-18 - A two-vehicle accident oc-
curred on the North Valley Road ap-
proximately a half mile from the 
1700E intersection. Drivers in-
volved were William Clark Wilkins, 
71, Wyoming, and Zaneika A. Nor-
rington, 27, of Peru.  
   According to the accident report, 
Wilkins was traveling westbound 
on the North Valley Road when his 
2004 Chevrolet 1400 pickup truck 
crossed over the center line into the 
east bound lane and was struck by a 
2023 Freightliner truck owned by 
the Community Health Partnership 
of Illinois, that was being driven by 
Norrington. Wilkins was extricated 
from his vehicle and was trans-
ported by personnel from the Stark 
County Ambulance service to OSF 
St. Francis Hospital in Peoria.  
   Norrington refused treatment at 
the scene. Both vehicles sustained 
damage and were towed from the 
scene. Wilkins was cited for im-
proper lane usage and failure to re-
duce speed to avoid an accident. 
Also assisting at the accident site 
was the Wyoming-Speer Fire De-
partment. 
   9-20 - Dawn P. Stevens, 48, Peo-
ria, cited for driving with expired 
registration.  
   9-20 - Matthew K. Horack, 28, 
Lacon, cited for driving on a sus-
pended registration due to not hav-
ing vehicle insurance. 
Peoria County Report 
   9-6 - A Peoria woman arrested in 
Bellevue for domestic battery was 
wanted in Stark County for illegal 
possession of cannabis, according 
to the Peoria County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. Stephanie L. Light, 45, was 
taken into custody about 9 p.m. in 
the 300 block of S. Main St. Light 
also was wanted in Peoria County 
for battery and in Douglas County 
for driving with a suspended li-
cense. 
   9-1 - At 10 a.m., Matthew R. 
Bowen of Wyoming was driving a 
southbound 2014 Buick LaCrosse 
on Illinois Route 91 near Fox Road 
south of Dunlap when the vehicle 
struck a deer. An ambulance trans-
ported Bowen to OSF Saint Francis 
Medical Center in Peoria after he 
complained about left-hand and 
left-ear pain. The vehicle sustained 
significant front-end damage and 
was towed. 
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   9-15 - to the 200 block of S. Ex-
change St. to pick up a man’s wallet 
that had been found. Officer re-
turned it to its rightful owner.  

   9-15 - to the 200 block of SW 1st 
Ave. for an abandoned vehicle com-
plaint. The owner removed the ve-
hicle by the end of the day.  
   9-15 - to Wiley Park for a com-
plaint of a missing/stolen key for 
the complainant’s e-bike.   
   9-15 - While patrolling, officer lo-
cated an open door at a closed busi-
ness in the 900 block of SE 2nd St.  
It was determined the door hadn’t 
been latched by last the employee 
to leave. The door was locked and 
secured.  
   9-16 - to the 00 block of SW 4th 
St. for a possible burglary com-
plaint after a door was found ajar. 
Nothing was missing and camera 
footage later revealed the tenant had 
not latched the door when they left.  
   9-16 - along with the fire depart-
ment to the 00 block of SW 4th St. 
for multiple fire alarms. Officer lo-
cated a small fire on a stovetop in-
volving burnt food.   
   9-16 - to the 400 block of NW 9th 
St. to get a written signature on an 
animal redemption form involving 
an impounded dog.  
   9-16 - to the 300 block of NW 1st 
Ave. for a loose-dog complaint. The 
dog was captured and impounded. 
It was returned to its owner the fol-
lowing day.  
   9-17 - Officer was notified about 
a vehicle repossession taking place 
in the 500 block of SW 6th St. 
   9-17 - to the 100 block of SE 6th 
Ave. to meet with a resident who 
needed a replacement sticker for 
their low-speed vehicle. 
   9-17 - to the 1000 block of SE 
2nd Street for a verbal domestic 
disturbance.  
   9-17 - to the 00 block of SW 4th 
St. for a harassment complaint.  
   9-18 - to the 400 block of SW 4th 
Ave for a suspicious activity com-
plaint. Officer spoke to the resident, 
who advised several friends left 
moments earlier.  
   9-18 - to the 300 block of Com-
mercial St. for a loose-dog com-
plaint. The dog was located and 
impounded.  
   9-18 - to the 400 block of SW 4th 
Ave. for a neglected animal com-
plaint.   
   9-18 - to assist Illinois DCFS with 
a child custody exchange in the 100 
block of East Division St.   
   9-19 - Officers went to both 
Galva schools to conduct a yearly 
law-enforcement drill. 
   9-19 - to assist Henry County 
with a traffic stop near the Galva 
Cemetery.  
   9-19 - to the 800 block of NE 2nd 
St. for a landlord/tenant dispute. 
   9-19 - Gizelle Araiza, 26, Kewa-
nee, was issued a citation for oper-
ating an uninsured vehicle in the 

300 block of NE 5th St. 
   9-20 - to the 600 block of NW 
2nd St. for a civil standby to re-
trieve property.  
   9-20 - to the 100 block of NW 8th 
Ave. to remove an unwanted sub-
ject. After a struggle, Matthew Den-
ning, 43, Rock Falls, was arrested 
for battery, criminal trespass to 
property and two counts of resisting 
and/or obstructing a police officer.  
He was taken to the Henry County 
Jail.  
   9-20 - to the 200 block of S. Ex-
change St. for a complaint involv-
ing a subject trying to run over 
another subject with a vehicle. This 
case remains under investigation.  
   9-21 - to the 800 block of W. Di-
vision Street for a loose-dog com-
plaint.  
   9-21 - to the 400 block of SW 4th 
Ave. for a harassment complaint.  
   9-21 - to the west edge of town to 
check the welfare of a bicyclist on 
U.S. Route 34.  
   9-21 - to the 300 block of NW 1st 
St. for a complaint of a child’s bi-
cycle being found that was de-
stroyed. Further investigation 
revealed that a group of juveniles 
destroyed the bicycle at Wiley Park.  
This remains under investigation. 
   9-21 - to the 500 block of SE 2nd 
St. for a juvenile complaint involv-
ing another bicycle being destroyed.  
This is under investigation, as well.  
Property Transfers 
   9-4 - Christopher, Ind. Admin. 
and Jacob E. Rewerts, Estate to 
Christine A. Newton, Trustee - 
Newton Subdivision Pt. Lt. 1 Lot 2 
and Pt. Sect. 15-13-7 NW - Consid-
eration = $30,000. 
   9-4 - Benjamin O. and Kathryn E. 
Endress to Eric W. and Leah R. 
Crum - Pt. Sect. 13-13-6 NW - 
Consideration = $243,777. 
   9-5 - Penny L. Schierer to Liboria 
and Proceso Ocampo - Pt. Sect. 22-
13-5 SE - 3562 Illinois State Route 
17, Toulon - Consideration = 
$130,000. 
   9-8 - Norma Anderson Smith, Es-
tate and Jeffrey L. Williams, Ad-
ministrator to Janet L. Cihla, Jeffrey 
A. Smith and Jennifer L. Williams - 
Pt. Sect. 29-12-5 SW and SW NW - 
1124 Twp. Rd. 135 N Toulon - Con-
sideration = $0. 
   9-9 - Charlotte Christine and John 
Sullivan to Randy Irwin - Pt. Sect. 
11-13-7 SE - Consideration = $0. 
   9-9 - Randy Irwin to Charlotte 
Christine and John Sullivan - Pt. 
Sect. 11-13-7 SE - Consideration = 
$0. 
   9-11 - Charlene E. Horner and 
Marlene H. Peed to Charlene E. 
Horner - Pt. Sect. 20-14-6 NW - 
7069 Township Road 1450 N. Tou-
lon - Consideration = $0. 
   9-12 - Jason Long to Micah Win-
kler - Giles C. Dana’s Add’n - Pt. 
Block 4 - 407 S. 7th St., Wyoming - 
Consideration = $224,900. 
   9-18 - Geraldine Seyfert to Timo-
thy Ales - Village of LaFayette Pt. 
Block 21 Lots 3 and 4 - 507 E. 
Main St., LaFayette - Consideration 
= $0. 
Marriages 
   9-11 - Philip Lee Daum and Lind-
say Anne Bitner, both of German-
town Hills. 
   9-19 - Morgan Suzanne Schutte 
and Travis Dean Ehnle, both of Wy-
oming.
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GUEST VOICES

    This past week should have 
brought a profound sadness on all 
freedom-loving Americans who cher-
ish the concept of open and free de-
bates in our grand experiment of 
representative democracy.  
    Charlie Kirk was on a college 
campus in Utah for a debate with stu-
dents, which was a very normal ac-
tivity for him. This time, however, an 
individual who 
disagreed with 
Kirk’s message 
chose not to de-
bate him and instead elected to kill 
him with an assassin’s bullet. That 
act was the quintessential attack on 
free speech and open debate.  
    I concede I was not one who kept 
up on Charlie Kirk’s activities and 
events. Kirk appealed to young 
people in our society, especially 
those in college. My days in college 
have long passed. I should have been 
paying more attention to his events.  
    Charlie Kirk was 31 when he 
died. He was a husband and the 
father of two small children at his 
passing. He grew up in the Chicago 
suburbs and had a passion for politics 
and faith-related discussions. His 
parents supported his efforts.  
    Charlie Kirk was a very smart stu-
dent but declined to attend college, as 
he viewed it as a waste of his time. 
Kirk was a self-educated man. Stop 
for a moment and consider another 
self-educated Illinois man, Abraham 
Lincoln.  
    Like Lincoln, Kirk read inces-
santly and was willing to debate 
anyone regarding his belief system, 

be that political or theological. This 
non-college kid debated the best 
throughout the world. College cam-
puses worldwide welcomed Kirk to 
to debate. Kirk even debated at Ox-
ford in England, which is no small 
achievement.  
    The amazing thing about Kirk was 
that he was always polite and re-
spectful of those who had opposing 
views. Kirk was extremely persua-
sive in his debate skills and students 
who truly wanted to learn attended 
his debates. The adage is so true that 
we learn more from those who we 
differ with than those of like mind.  
    The problem in the United States 
is that we have overly politicized dif-
ferences of opinion. Those individ-
uals who attempted to assassinate 
Trump, shot Scalise and bludgeoned 
Paul Pelosi all disagreed with them 
or their spouses’ political positions. 
They have been indoctrinated with 
the belief system that their world-
view is that of ultimate virtue and 
those who oppose them must be 
eliminated.  
    That belief system justifies mur-
der as being for the greater good of 
mankind. That is the type of indoctri-
nation we have seen in North Korea, 
Stalin’s Russia, Nazi Germany and to 
a large extent China today. Kirk 
wanted the debate and he knew that 
there were personal risks involved. 
He debated anyway. 
    Truth will always win if given a 
free and open debate. America is at a 
turning point, we can open up the na-
tion to honest and open debate or we 
can curtail it and allow violence to 

determine the winner. I believe the 
nation wants open debate and not the 
dogma that many are spouting. 
    • Solar panels/wind turbines – 
Solar and wind can certainly be a 
part of our national energy package. 
Both produce electricity that can be 
placed on the nation’s power grid. 
    That being said, I admit to reser-
vations about each. Coal, natural gas 
and nuclear do not rely on the sun or 
the wind to produce power. These 
production units are stable and easy 
to control by their respective oper-
ators. You cannot ramp up a turbine 
or a panel. It simply produces what 
Mother Nature provides.  
    Add to this concerns over how 
much the government subsidizes the 
wind and solar units and one must 
question what the true costs of the 
electricity produced are. The same 
question can be asked of the costs of 
electric cars with the government 
subsidies. Add the concern of taking 
valuable farmland out of production 
and we have more questions. 
    Both Lincoln and Maroa recently 
had solar farms erected within their 
corporate limits or abutting them. 
What does that do to home values in 
those communities? Maroa’s solar 
farm received serious storm damage 
in the past month. What are zoning 
specifications for wind resistance, if 
any? These technologies, which 
may be the future of energy, seem 
to be promoted by legislation rather 
than the marketplace. That promo-
tion is my concern.   

Richard Koritz is an Illinois native and 
former DeWitt County state’s attorney.

Quintessential attack on open debate

Richard 
KORITZ
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Stark schools predicted to operate under budget for FY2026
By JOHN A. BALLENTINE 

For The Prairie News 
   WYOMING – The Stark 
County school board held a 
Public Hearing of the FY2026 
budget prior to the regular 
meeting with Superintendent 
Brett Elliott presenting an over-
view of the budget with a few 
minor changes in the Education 
Fund Expenditures and Reve-
nues that occurred since the ten-
tative budget was presented last 
month. 
   The FY2026 final budget was 
passed later under unfinished 
business after it was on display 
for 30 days from Aug. to Sept. 
Elliott predicted that the school 
district will be “under budget if 

emergency funds are not 
needed.” 
     The board went into the first 
of two closed Executive Ses-
sions to discuss employee com-
pensation, non-renewals, 
employee performance. Speak-
ing to the board at this time 
were Breann Cart and Samantha 
Berchtold accompanied with 
her husband Gerald. 
   These parent's indicated their 
displeasure with their children 
being required to recite the 
school district’s mission and vi-
sion statement at the start of 
every school day. 
   Elliott reported that the An-
nual Parent-Teacher Confer-
ences are scheduled for Oct. 14 

and 16 from 4 to 7 p.m. He also 
said that on Oct. 17 there is no 
school for the annual fall break. 
Staff and students will return on 
Oct. 20. 
The Oct. monthly meeting is re-
scheduled from Oct. 20 to Oct. 
21 due to a personal conflict for 
Elliott. 
   The board, with a recommen-
dation by Elliott, awarded the 
fuel bid to AgView (current 
vendor) over new bidder River 
Valley. Prices bid are AgView 
$2.93 /gal gasoline, $3.29/gal 
diesel while River Valley bid 
$3.04/gal gasoline and 
$3.49/gal diesel. 
   After a second closed Execu-
tive Session, the board ap-

proved the following hirings, 
volunteers and resignations:  
    • the resignation of Kyle 
Cantwell as fresh-soph basket-
ball coach. 
   • Kane Mastin Jr. as high 
school assistant football coach. 
  • Jason Clark and Kyle Cant-
well as jr. high boys’ basketball 
coaches. 
   • Aaron Pratt as fresh-soph 
boys’ basketball coach. 
  • Zack Maher as volunteer Jr. 
High football coach. 
   • Kelsey Berchtold as high 
school assistant girls’ basketball 
coach. 
   • Zachary Snyder as jr. high 
school head track coach. 
   • James D. Owens as jr. high 

cross-country volunteer coach. 
   • Tim Geisenhagen as high 
school assistant baseball coach. 
   • Michael Schott as high 
school volunteer assistant base-
ball coach. 
   • Jason Clark as high school 
assistant baseball coach. 
   • Jason Clark as AM Supervi-
sor at the jr./sr. High School. 
   • Lori Wineland as jr. class 
sponsor. 
   • Patty Wilkinson as Rebel 
Reporter sponsor. 
   •  Alisha Lee as part-time 
school nurse. 
   • Jim McMillen as bus driver.  
   • Hannah Sparks as kitchen 
staff member.

Galva Arts Council gets $120,000 grant
For The Prairie News 

   GALVA – Free concerts at Wiley 
Park will continue for at least another 
three summers. 
   The Galva Arts Council has re-
ceived a three-year grant worth 
$120,000 from the Levitt Foundation 
for the 2026-28 Levitt AMP Galva 
Music Series. The grant will be dis-
persed in annual increments of up to 
$40,000 and requires a dollar-for-
dollar match from the community. 
   This funding ensures 10 free, 
family-friendly concerts will return 
to Wiley Park each summer. Since its 
inception in 2018, the Levitt AMP 
Galva Music Series has drawn tens 
of thousands of people together to 

experience world-class live music in 
a welcoming outdoor setting. 
   The Levitt Foundation selected 
Galva as a returning grantee after a 
competitive review process, citing 
the series’ proven impact, strong 
community support and alignment 
with the Levitt mission of building 
community through music. 
   “This series has impacted life in 
this area immensely and in ways that 
are well beyond the concerts,” said 
John Taylor, founder of the Galva 
music series. “This support allows us 
to continue offering high-quality, di-
verse, and inclusive concerts that are 
completely free to the public. It’s 
about more than just music—it’s 

about creating a place to live where 
people of all ages and backgrounds 
can come together, connect, and feel 
a sense of belonging.” 
   Taylor also emphasized the series’ 
broader impact: “These concerts not 
only enrich our cultural landscape 
but also generate real economic 
benefits for local businesses, restau-
rants, and vendors.” 
   Taylor credits all of this to the com-
munity’s willingness to meet the 
Levitt Foundation’s grant require-
ments for local matching funds. 
   Planning for the 2026 Levitt AMP 
Galva Music Series is already under-
way. Learn more via the Levitt AMP 
Galva Music Series Facebook page. 
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Drive-through flu clinic 
   KEWANEE – The Henry and 
Stark County Health Departments 
and First Choice Healthcare, in con-
junction with the Henry County Of-
fice of Emergency Management, 
will conduct a drive-through only 
adult flu shot clinic on Oct. 17 from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Henry and 
Stark County Health Department’s 
West Parking Lot, 110 N. Burr 
Blvd., Kewanee.  
   Participants must have working 
car windows and should be ready to 
provide their Medicare  and/or in-
surance card, or $60 cash or check 
at time of vaccination. For more in-
formation call (309) 852-5272. 
Burns Boosters 
   BISHOP HILL – The Burns 
Boosters met at the Bishop Hill Fire 
Station on Sept. 21 for their first 
meeting of the year. The group wel-

comed two new members this year, 
Jagger Drake and Cecil Drake. 
  During the meeting, new officers 
were elected. Chloe Finch was 
elected president, Corben Strand was 
elected vice president, Callan Finch 
was elected secretary, Ryder Johns-

ton was elected treasurer and Eden 
Rahm was elected reporter. 
   The Burns Boosters are helping 
with a bake sale Saturday, Sept. 27, 
during Jordbruksdagarna in Bishop 
Hill. Their next meeting will be a 
weiner roast on Oct. 19.

BRIEFS

The Galva Ready to Grow committee chose Bob and Carlin Follis of 410 NW 2nd Ave. as the Sep-
tember Property Pride winner.  Photo by Carol Townsend. 
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New restaurant opens in Galva’s east end
By CAROL TOWNSEND 

For The Prairie News 
   GALVA – Mark and 
Heidi Gutierrez are bring-
ing new life to the former 
Mary’s Family Dining res-
taurant. 
   The Galva couple are 
also giving up established 
jobs to run The East End 
Table and Tap at 1011 SE 
Second St. Mark gave his 
job as a correctional officer 
and Heidi gave up her ca-
reer as a nurse. 
   A ribbon cutting was held 
last Friday in at the new es-
tablishment. 
   Mark and Heidi pur-
chased the former Mary’s 
Family Dining from Mary 
Hepner on July 15. They 
have offerings, including 
daily features and a rotat-
ing menu. They have a ren-
ovation of the restaurant in 
progress which will be 
done in phases. They 
started in the kitchen. 
   Hours are 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. on Mondays through 
Thursdays. Food is avail-
able from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
and 4-8 p.m. on Fridays. 
Hours on Saturdays are 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. and 4-9 p.m. 
No food is served on Sun-
days, but the bar opens at 
11 a.m. 
   Several events are 
planned in the future in-
cluding a Cajun cook-off 
between Jeff Todd and 

Crane Johnson.. 
   The new owners are also 
planning a East End-West 
End meal featuring Bud 
and Lois Hall and Stan and 
Jackie Hall’s  catfish with 
the trimmings. Daughter 
Peggy Lewis has the reci-
pes and will be helping 
with the event.   
   The Halls served their  
catfish, slaw and baked po-
tatoes for many years in a 
bar located on the west 
edge of Galva. That bar 
was sold and subsequently 
destroyed in a fire. 
   The East End Table and 
Tap will employee 13 plus 
the Gutierrez couple.

Attendees at a recent ribbon-cutting event for The East End Table in-
cluded (left to right): Melissa Halsall, city secretary; Astrid Haryati, interior 
designer; John Wirth, Second Ward alderman; Mark Gutierrez, owner; 
City Administrator David Dyer; Heidi Gutierrez, owner; Mayor Rich Volk-
ert; Superintendent of Galva Schools, Joe Becker and Jackie Clucas, 
Third Ward alderman. Photo by Carol Townsend. 
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OBITUARIES
  Toulon Methodist Church 

229 W. Main St., P.O. Box 538, Toulon, IL. 61483 
Phone (309) 286-2224 

Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 286-2224  or (217) 778-1591 
Toulon Sunday School 9:15 a.m., all ages & Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

LaFayette Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 17, P.O. Box 147, LaFayette, IL. 61449 

Phone (309) 995-3371 
 Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 995-3371 or (217) 778-1591 

LaFayette Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

West Jersey United Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 78, West Jersey, IL • Rev. Pablo Marty 

Phone (217) 425-5707 
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

Elmira United Presbyterian Church 
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 • (309) 896-3481 

Services each Sunday at 9 a.m. 
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
website: www.thegathering.life/ 

www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

1st Congregational Church of Toulon 
Reverend David Graham 

218 N. Henderson St., Toulon • (309) 286-4901 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  

Galva Congregational Church 
 Pastor Marshall Jones 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 
Rev. Bryan Griem, Pastor 

(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

Wyoming Nazarene Church 
517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 

Rev. Shawna Marsh 
Sunday School: 10 a.m., All ages • Sunday Worship: 11 a.m. 

Wednesday Prayer & Fellowship 5:30 to 6:30 
Thursday Kids Club 5:30 to 7 p.m. 

Baby Connection: Wednesday and Thursdays 9 - 11 a.m. 
Facebook: Wyoming Naz 

First Congregational Church  
202 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 9 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational Church of Wyoming, Illinois 

Toulon First Baptist Church 
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon • (309) 286-4611 

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 
www.ToulonBaptist.com 

www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
allsaintsil.com 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Rev. Katie Gallagher 

Wednesday: 4:30 p.m. Adult Discussion Group, 5:30 p.m.  
Worship (in Luther Hall) 

Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship, 9:45 a.m. Children's Sunday School 
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 

1-309-932-3346 
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 

Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 • (309) 932-2460 
preachinghope@gmail.com 

galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:0 a.m.  

Holy Trinity National Catholic Church 
Father John Cramer 

716 N. Tremont, Kewanee, IL 
Mass - Sat. at 5 p.m., Sun. at 9 a.m., Mon.-Thurs. at 9 a.m. 

Rectory Phone: 309-852-5191 
Father Cramer Phone: 574-329-9292 

Wyoming United Methodist Church 
Pastor Rebecca Klemm 

302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-
0287.   309-606-9027 

Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 
Service is held at 10:30  Sunday morning. 

Bradford Leet United Methodist Church 
Boyd's Grove United Methodist Church 

Leet UMC 118 E. Main St., Bradford, IL 61421 
Services on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

Boyd's Grove UMC 1976 Wyanet Walnut Rd, Bradford, IL. 61421 
Services on Sundays at 9 a.m. 

Rev Dan Wright 
309-897-8113     309-507-1626 

thewrights62@hotmail.com 

Bradford Apostolic Christian Church 
440 E Main St Bradford IL 61421 

9:45 a.m. Sunday Worship Service and simultaneous Sunday 
School pre-K thru 12+ 

11:00 Lunch and Fellowship, 12:15 2nd Sunday Worship 
Wednesday Worship Service 7:15 pm 

www.bradfordacchurch.org; info@bradfordacchurch.org 
LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 

Join the directory for $150 per year. Email ads@prairie-news.com or mail information to 
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC)  

The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240. 

Gary J. Cromien 
   GALVA – Gary J. Cromien, 81, of 
Galva, passed away peacefully with 
his family at his side at 4:06 p.m.,  
on Friday, Sept. 19, 2025, at OSF 
Saint Mary Medical Center in Ga-
lesburg. 
   A Mass of 
Christian Burial 
will be celebrated 
at 10 a.m., Wed-
nesday, Sept. 24, 
at St. John Catho-
lic Church in 
Galva. Visitation 
will be held from 
5-6:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, Sept. 23 at Rux Funeral 
Home in Galva with recitation of 
the rosary at 4:30 p.m. Burial will 
be in the Galva Cemetery.  
   Memorials may be directed to the 
St. John Altar and Rosary Society 
or to St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital. 
   Gary was born on Jan. 30, 1944, 
in Kewanee, the son of John and 

Arlene (Slover) Cromien. He married 
Carolyn L. Thrasher on June 4, 1966, 
in Peoria. She survives, as do their 
children, Stacey (Monte) Swanson, 
John (Ann) Cromien and Steffanie 
(Beth) Cromien, all of Galva; three 
grandchildren, Emily (Colton) 
Moorehouse, Hayden (Aly) Swanson 
and Jacson Cromien; and a great-
grandchild, Beckett Moorehouse.  
   He was preceded in death by his 
parents, brother Dennis and sister 
Susan Galler. 
   Gary graduated from Galva High 
School in 1962. He worked as a press 
operator at Dixline Corp. in Galva 
and was a member of St. John Catho-
lic Church. He loved to golf and en-
joyed watching the Chicago Cubs 
play, but his biggest pride and joy 
was his family. He was a devoted 
husband, father and grandfather. He 
will be greatly missed. 

William E. Wilkerson 
   GALVA – William E. Wilkerson, 
82, of rural Galva, died Sept. 13, 
2025, at his home. 

   He was born March 21, 1943, in 
Salem, he son William and Pearl 
(Fahnstrom) Wilkerson. He married 
Shirley M. Hicks on June 20, 1970, 
in Galva. Survivors include his wife 
of 55 years; his two sons, Justin 
(Mary) Wilkerson and Paul (Kathy) 
Wilkerson, both of the Peoria area; 
two brothers, Michael Wilkerson and 
David Wilkerson; three grandchil-
dren, William, James and Grant; and 
seven nieces and nephews.  
   He was preceded in death by his 
parents, a sister, Pearl Jr. and a 
brother, Stuart. 
   William served his country in the 
U.S. Air Force. He worked as an 
electrician for the U.S. Postal Serv-
ice. He was a lifetime member of the 
NRA and enjoyed shooting, fishing, 
playing cards, fireworks 4th of July 
celebrations and tinkering with gadg-
ets and electronics. 
   Cremation will be accorded and a 
celebration to honor his life will be 
held later. Rux Funeral Home in 
Galva is assisting the family.

Cromien

ADVERTISE!  
CALL (309) 286-2185
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Answers on Page 2

   1.GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: The 
children's novel "Black Beauty" is about 
what kind of animal? 
   2. MOVIES: Which actor narrates the 
1980s film "Stand by Me"? 
   3. GEOGRAPHY: Which world city is 
home to Saint Basil's Cathedral? 
   4. U.S. CITIES: Which major U.S. city 
sits on top of a working salt mine that has 
been operating since 1910? 
   5. LITERATURE: What is the name of 
the country where "The Hunger Games" 
takes place? 
   6. MATH: How many sides does a 
trapezoid have? 
   7. ASTRONOMY: How long does it take 
for light from the Sun to reach Earth? 
   8. ANIMAL KINGDOM: How many legs 
does a lobster have? 
   9. TELEVISION: Which TV drama 
always begins with a meeting and the 
warning, "Let's be careful out there"? 
   10. LANGUAGE: How many letters are 
in the English alphabet? 

Answers 
1. A horse. 
2. Richard Dreyfuss. 
3. Moscow, Russia. 
4. Detroit, Michigan. 
5. Panem. 
6. Four. 
7. 8 minutes, 20 seconds. 
8. 10. 
9. "Hill Street Blues." 
10. 26. 
 

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

FOR ANSWERS 
SEE PAGE 2

TOP 10 MOVIES
1. Demon Slayer: Infinity Castle (R) 
2. The Conjuring: Last Rites (R)  
3. Downton Abbey: The Grand Finale (PG)  
4. The Long Walk (R)  
5. Toy Story (PG)  
6. Weapons (R)  
7. Hamilton (PG-13) 
8. Freakier Friday (PG)  
9. Spinal Tap II: The End Continues (R) 
10. The Sound of Music (G)  
 

 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

By BEN SZALINSKI 
Capitol News Illinois 

   JOLIET – Illinois agencies must identify 
spending reductions and create reserves in 
their budgets to prepare for an economic 
downturn, according to an executive order 
issued Tuesday by Gov. JB Pritzker. 
   Pritzker said the order is designed to 
combat federal policies by the Trump ad-
ministration that are likely to increase costs 
on the state and put pressure on the econ-
omy. The latest order requires most state 
agencies to, within 30 days, “identify im-
mediate spending reductions, including ef-
ficiencies that will result in reduced 
spending.” 
   Pritzker also directed the agencies to re-
serve 4% of fiscal year 2026 general-fund 
appropriations. Lawmakers approved a 
$55.1 billion spending plan, meaning the 
order could halt up to $2.2 billion in ap-
proved spending in anticipation of state 
revenue declining. 
   Some state agencies, such as the State 
Board of Education and the state’s pension 
systems, are not subject to the order to 
identify spending cuts. 
   Pritzker also ordered agencies that find 
budget shortfalls to identify lines in their 
budgets that can be reduced. The order 
also directed agencies to pause nonessen-
tial purchases and travel. 
   “It’s a beginning of dealing with what 
we think could be a very severe challenge 
for the state budget this year,” Pritzker 
told reporters. “Remember, we can only 
identify what we know. Here’s something 
that I’m very concerned about, which is 
that the budget is affected vastly by the 
economic situation of the country, and 
we’re already seeing that states like Iowa 
are in recession.” 
   General Assembly Republicans voted 
against the budget. House Minority Leader 
Tony McCombie, R-Savanna, said her 
party was sounding the alarm about pres-
sure on the state budget before President 

Donald Trump’s second term. 
   “We warned that this budget was irre-
sponsible and overspent,” she said in a 
statement. “Stop passing blame, Governor. 
Illinoisans aren’t buying that recent policy 
changes in Washington, D.C., are to blame 
for the decades of Illinois financial mis-
management.” 
   Pritzker said Trump’s policies are driv-
ing fears about declining revenues. 
   Pritzker noted the “One Big Beautiful 
Bill Act,” signed by Trump in July, is at 
the top of the list because it passes costs 
for several federal programs to the states. 
   Congress, for example, required states to 
pay a greater portion of administrative and 
benefits costs for the Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program. Congress also 
tightened access to other programs, such as 
Medicaid, meaning it will be up to states to 
close funding gaps to allow many people 
to stay on the program. 
   The bill also extended tax cuts for busi-
nesses and wealthy Americans. The order 
said much of Illinois’ tax code is tied to the 
federal tax code and Illinois will see reve-
nue decline because of these tax cuts at the 
federal level. 
   The executive order also said tariffs will 
hurt consumer spending by increasing 
costs. 
   “There are hundreds of millions of dol-
lars that are going to have to be made up 
for as a result of the cuts the federal gov-
ernment is making, including in health 
care and nutritional assistance, but also ac-
ross the economy, with the tariffs that are 
impacting businesses in Illinois,” Pritzker 
said. “So we think this is a prudent en-
deavor.” 
   Legislative Democrats anticipated that 
federal policies would affect state coffers 
and established a $100 million BRIDGE 
fund with money swept from 57 different 
funds. Pritzker can tap into that fund “in 
the event of unanticipated delays in or fai-
lures of revenues.”

Agencies directed to limit spending
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LEGAL ADS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

PRINCEVILLE STATE BANK, 
Plaintiff, 
v. 
ESTATE OF GWEN A. AMES, 
deceased, AUBREY AMES, ALEXIS 
AMES, HEATHER HOLLIS, 
WILLIAM YANEZ, KASITY YANEZ, 
JICTB, INC., PERSONS IN 
OCCUPANCY OR ACTUAL 
POSSESSION, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS, 
Defendants. 
Case No. 2025 FC 6 

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE BY 
PUBLICATION 

   The requisite Affidavit for 
Publication having been filed, notice 
is hereby given you, all Non-Record 
Claimants, and all Unknown 
Owners, Defendants in the above 
captioned cause, that the above-
entitled Mortgage Foreclosure 
action was filed on August 28, 
2025, and is now pending. 
1. The names of all Plaintiffs and 
the Case Number are identified 
above. 
2. The Court in which this action 
was brought is identified above. 
3. The name of the titleholder of 
record is: The Estate of Gwen A. 
Ames. 
4. A legal description of the real 
estate sufficient to identify it with 
reasonable certainty is as follows: 
   Part of the Southwest Quarter 
(SW 1/4) of Section Thirty-six (36), 
Township Thirteen (13) North, 
Range Six (6) East of the Fourth 
Principal Meridian, Stark County, 
Illinois, described as follows: 

Commencing at a point Sixty-six 
and One-half (66 1/2) feet north of 
the North side of the right of way of 
the Rock Island and Peoria Railway 
to a point where said railway 
intersects Galena Avenue and 
William Street in the City of 
Wyoming, on the West side of 
Galena Avenue; running thence 
North Forty-five (45) feet; thence 
West One Hundred Eighteen (118) 
feet; thence in a Southwesterly 
direction to a point about Ninety-
three (93) feet due West of the 
starting point to the right of way of 
said railway; thence East to the 
Place of Beginning, being about 
Ninety-three (93) feet, situated in 
Stark County, Illinois, and; A part of 
the Southwest Quarter (SW 1/4) of 
Section Thirty-six (36), Township 
Thirteen (13) North, Range Six (6) 
East of the Fourth Principal 
Meridian, described as follows, to-
wit: Starting at a point where the 
West line of Galena Avenue 
intersects the present North line of 
the Rock Island and Peoria Railway 
Company’s right-of-way in the City 
of Wyoming, running thence in a 
Westerly direction parallel with said 
North line One Hundred Fifteen 
(115) feet; this being the Place of 
Beginning for this description; 
thence East in a straight line 
Seventeen (17) feet; thence South 
to the former right-of-way line of 
the Rock Island and Peoria 
Railroad; thence Northwesterly to 
the Place of Beginning; situated in 
Stark County, Illinois. 
Property Address: 102 North Galena 
Avenue, Wyoming, Illinois 61491. 
PIN: 04-36-318-006 

5. A common address or 

description of the location of the 
real estate is as follows:102 North 
Galena, Wyoming, Illinois 61491 
6. An identification of the 
Mortgage sought to be foreclosed 
is as follows: 

a. Name of mortgagor: Gwen A. 
Ames (deceased) 
b. Name of mortgagee: Princeville 
State Bank 
c. Date of mortgage: May 15, 2003 
d. Date of recording: May 28, 2003 
 
e. County where recorded: Stark 
County, Illinois 
f. Recording document ID: 87348 
   NOW, THEREFORE, unless you, 
all Non-Record Claimants, and 

Unknown Owners, Defendants, file 
your answer to the Complaint for 
Foreclosure in this cause or 
otherwise make your appearance 
therein, in the Circuit Court of the 
Tenth Judicial Circuit, Stark County 
Illinois on or before October 19, 
2025, default may be entered 
against you and each of you at any 
time after that day and a Judgment 
for Foreclosure may be entered in 
accordance with the prayer of the 
Complaint for Foreclosure. 
    Circuit Clerk 
    Tyler W. Smith, ARDC #6327623 
HEYL, ROYSTER, VOELKER & 
ALLEN, P.C. 
300 Hamilton Blvd. 

PO Box 6199 
Peoria, IL 61601-6199 
Phone: 309.676.0400 
Primary e-service: 
peoecf@heylroyster.com 
Secondary e-service #1: 
tsmith@heylroyster.com 
Attorney for Plaintiff 
 
Published 9/12, 9/19, 9/26/25 

•  •  • 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
petition has been filed by Michael & 
Paula Leezer, 210 N Henderson 
Street, Toulon, Illinois, directed to 
the Stark County Board of Appeals 
requesting a variance in setback 

Continued on Page 11

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

UNION FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN 
ASSOCIATION,  
Plaintiff,  
Case No. 2025FC55 
v.    
DONALD G. INCE, III; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,  
Defendants.  

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE BY PUBLICATION 
   The requisite Affidavit for Publication having been filed, notice is 
hereby given to you, all Unknown Owners and Non-Record Claim-
ants, Defendants in the above-captioned cause, that the above-cap-
tioned mortgage foreclosure action was filed on September 3, 2025, 
and is now pending. 
1. The names of all parties, the court in which this action was 
brought, and the case number are identified above. 
2. The name of the titleholder of record is: DONALD G. INCE, III. 
3. A legal description of the real estate sufficient to identify it with 
reasonable certainty is as follows:  
   Lot Number Twenty-six (26) in Block Number Two (2) of Tibbett’s 
Addition to the City of Kewanee, Henry County, Illinois 
PIN: 20-27-354-023  
4. A common address, or description of the location of the real es-
tate, is as follows:  
709 May Street, Kewanee IL 61443. 
5. Identification of the Mortgage sought to be foreclosed is as follows:  

a.     Names of Mortgagor:  Donald G. Ince, III 
b.    Name of Mortgagee:  Union Federal Savings and Loan Asso
       ciation (f/d/b/a First Federal Savings and Loan Association of 
       Kewanee) 
c.     Date of Mortgage:  June 30, 2008 
d.    Date of Recording:  July 1, 2008 
e.     County Where Recorded:  Henry County, Illinois  
f.     Recording Document Identification:  20-0805349 
NOW, THEREFORE, unless you, all Unknown Owners and Non-

Record Claimants, Defendants, file your answer to the Complaint for 
Foreclosure in this cause or otherwise make your appearance 
therein, in the Circuit Court of the Fourteenth Judicial Circuit, Henry 
County, Illinois, Henry County Courthouse, 307 W. Center St., Cam-
bridge IL 61238, on or before October 14, 2025, default may be en-
tered against you and each of you at any time after that day; and a 
Judgment of Foreclosure may be entered in accordance with the 
prayer of the Complaint for Foreclosure.  

/s/ Terilyn A. Motley, Circuit Clerk 
 
Zachary L. Lessard (ARDC 6325734) 
Barash & Everett, LLC 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
211 West Second Street 
Kewanee IL  61443 
(309) 852-5555 
zac@barashlaw.com   
Published 9/12, 9/19, 9/26/25 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ROBIN J. STRANDBERG, 
Plaintiff, 
Case No. 2025FC7 
v. 
ROBERT C. WHITMER; KAYLA A. WHITMER;  
STATE OF ILLINOIS; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND  
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,  
Defendants. 

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE BY PUBLICATION 
   The requisite Affidavit for Publication having been filed, notice is 
hereby given to you, all Unknown Owners and Non-Record Claim-
ants, Defendants in the above-captioned cause, that the above-cap-
tioned foreclosure action was filed on September 11, 2025, and is 
now pending. 
   1. The names of all Plaintiffs, the Court in which this action was 
brought, and the Case Number are identified above. 
   2.The name of the titleholder of record is:  Robin J. Strandberg 
   3. A legal description of the real estate sufficient to identify it with 
reasonable certainty is as follows:  
   “A tract of land being the West 238 feet of the South 366 feet of 
the Southeast Quarter (SE 1/4) of  Section 9, lying West of the 
center line of the West fork of Spoon River, Township Fourteen (14) 
North, Range Six (6) East of the Fourth Principal Meridian, Stark 
County, Illinois, containing 2.0 acres, more or less. Subject to the 
right-of-way of a Public Road along the South side of the above de-
scribed tract and also subject to all easements of record. 
PIN: 01-09-400-003 (part of)”  
   4. A common address or description of the location of the real es-
tate is as follows:  
8521 Twp. Rd. 1600 N., Toulon IL 61483. 
   5. Identifications of the Agreement for Warranty Deed, accompany-
ing Memorandum of Contract, and two accompanying Extensions of 
Agreement for Warranty Deed, sought to be foreclosed are as follows:  
Agreement for Warranty Deed: 
a. Names of Buyer (collectively):  Robert C. Whitmer; Kayla A. Whitmer 
b. Name of Seller:  Robin Strandberg   
c. Date of Agreement:  May 29, 2015 
d. Date of Recording:  N/A  
e. County Where Recorded:  N/A  
f. Recording Document Identification:  N/A 
Memorandum of Contract: 
a. Names of Buyer (collectively):  Robert C. Whitmer; Kayla A. Whitmer 
b. Name of Seller:  Robin Strandberg   
c. Date of Memorandum:  May 29, 2015 
d. Date of Recording:  May 29, 2015  
e. County Where Recorded:  Stark  
f. Recording Document Identification:  2015-102091 
August 25, 2018 Extension of Agreement for Warranty Deed: 
a. Names of Buyer (collectively):  Robert C. Whitmer; Kayla A. Whitmer 
b. Name of Seller:  Robin Strandberg   
c. Date of this Extension:  August 25, 2018 
d. Date of Recording:  N/A  
e. County Where Recorded:  N/A  
f. Recording Document Identification:  N/A 
October 3, 2020 Extension of Agreement for Warranty Deed: 
a. Names of Buyer (collectively):  Robert C. Whitmer; Kayla A. Whitmer 
b. Name of Seller:  Robin Strandberg   
c. Date of this Extension:  October 3, 2020 
d. Date of Recording:  N/A  
e. County Where Recorded:  N/A  
f. Recording Document Identification:  N/A 

NOW, THEREFORE, unless you, all Unknown Owners and Non-
Record Claimants, Defendants, file your answer to the Complaint for 
Foreclosure in this cause or otherwise make your appearance 
therein, in the Circuit Court of the Tenth Judicial Circuit, Stark 
County, Illinois, Stark County Courthouse, Toulon, Illinois, on or be-
fore October 21, 2025, default may be entered against you and each 
of you at any time after that day and a Judgment for Foreclosure 
may be entered in accordance with the prayer of the Complaint for 
Foreclosure.  

/s/ Julie Kenney, Circuit Clerk 
Barash & Everett, LLC 
Attorneys for Plaintiff  
211 W. 2nd St. 
Kewanee IL 61443  
Phone:  309/852-5555 
zac@barashlaw.com   
Published 9/19, 9/26, 10/3/25

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT-
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF:  
EVALIENA E. HIER, Deceased  
No. 2025PR92 
 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of Evaliena E. Hier. Letters of Office 
were issued on September 11, 2025, to Mark A. Hier as Executor 
whose attorneys are Barash & Everett, LLC. 
Claims against the estate may be filed in the office of the clerk of the 
court, Henry County, Cambridge, Illinois or with the representative, 
or both on or before March 11, 2025. 
   Any claim not filed by that date is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within l0 days after it has been filed. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for documents in civil cases with lim-
ited exemptions.  
   To e-file, you must first create an account with an e-filing pro-
vider. Visit efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service provider. If you need additional help or 
have trouble e-filing, visit www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/gethelp.asp. 
Or talk with your local circuit clerk’s office. 
Name   Barash & Everett, LLC 
Attorney for  Executor 
Address P.O. Box 165 
City   Galva, IL  61434 
Phone(309) 932-2001 
Email: everettr@barashlaw.com 
Published 9/19, 9/26, 10/3/25 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT-
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

Estate of 
GALE A. LEASMAN, deceased 
No. 2025-PR-93 

DEATH NOTICE 
   Notice is given of the death of GALE A. LEASMAN.  Letters of Of-
fice were issued on September 16, 2025, to Curtis A. Peed, 810 NE 
3rd St., Galva, IL 61434, as Independent Executor, whose attorney 
is Michael Massie, Massie & Quick, LLC, P.O. Box 205, Galva, IL 
61434. 
   Claims against the estate may be filed in the office of the Henry 
County Circuit Clerk, Henry County Courthouse, 307 W. Center St., 
Cambridge, IL 61238, or with the representative, or both, within six 
months from the date of first publication, the BAR DATE, and any 
claim not filed within that period is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the clerk must be mailed or delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within ten days after it has been filed. 
 
Massie & Quick, LLC 
Attorneys for Estate 
P.O. Box 205 
Galva, IL 6l434 
Telephone: (309) 932-2168 
Published 9/26, 10/3, 10/10/25 

CLAIM NOTICE 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT  

OF ILLINOIS STARK COUNTY 
ESTATE OF 
EDNA F. HARRIS, DECEASED 
NO.  2025PR71 

CLAIM NOTICE  
AND NOTICE OF INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATION 

Notice is given of the death of Edna F. Harris.  Letters of office 
were issued to Patricia A. Harper of 405 N. Cottage St., Kewanee, IL 
61443 and Pamela Harris of 120 Park St., Bradford, IL 61421 as In-
dependent Executors whose attorneys are Angel, Isaacson & Tracy, 
111 Park Avenue East, Princeton, Illinois 61356. 

Notice is given to Denver Singleton and the descendants per 
stirpes of Denver Singleton, the descendants per stirpes of Sheila 
Singleton, and all unknown heirs of Edna F. Harris and whose 
names or addresses are not stated in the amended petition admit-
ting the Will to probate that an order was entered by the court on 
September 12, 2025, admitting the Will to probate.  Within 42 days 
after the effective date of the original order admitting, you may file a 
petition with the court to require proof of the Will by testimony of 
the witnesses to the Will in open court or other evidence, as pro-
vided in Section    6-21 of the Probate Act of 1975 (755 ILCS 5/6-
21).  E-filing is now mandatory for documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions.  To e-file, you must first create an account with 
an e-filing service provider.  Visit https://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ser-
vice-providers.htm to learn more and to select a service provider.  If 
you need additional help or have trouble e-filing, visit http://www.illi-
noiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp.  You also have the right under Sec-
tion 8-1 of the Probate Act of 1975 (755 ILCS 5/8-1) to contest the 
validity of the Will by filing a petition with the court within 6 months 
after admission of the Will to probate. 

Claims against the estate may be filed in the Office of the Clerk of 
the Court, Stark County Courthouse, 130 W. Main St., P.O. Box 426, 
Toulon, IL 61483, or with the Independent Executors, or both, on or 
before March 26, 2026, or, if mailing or delivery of a notice from the 
Independent Executors is required by Section 18-3 of the Probate 
Act of 1975, the date stated in that notice.  Any claim not filed on or 
before that date is barred.  Copies of a claim filed with the clerk 
must be mailed or delivered to the Independent Executor and to the 
attorneys within 10 days after it has been filed.   

E-filing is now mandatory for documents in civil cases with lim-
ited exemptions.  To e-file, you must first create an account with an 
e-filing service provider.  Visit https://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to select a service provider.  If you 
need additional help or have trouble e-filing, visit http://www.illinois-
courts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp. 

Dated this 18th day of September, 2025. 
Angel, Isaacson & Tracy 
Attorneys for Estate  
111 Park Avenue East 
Princeton, IL  61356 

Published 9/26, 10/3, 10/10/25 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
   Notice is hereby given that a Tentative Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance for the Toulon Community Fire Protection District of 
Stark County, Illinois, for the fiscal year beginning September 1, 
2025, and ending August 31, 2026, will be available to public in-
spection at the Toulon Fire Department, 420 N. Franklin Street, Tou-
lon, Illinois, in said Fire Protection District, from and after the 26th 
day of September 2025. 
   Notice is further given that a public hearing on said budget and 
appropriation ordinance will be held at 5:00 o'clock P.M., on the 
28th day of October 2025, at the Fire Station, Toulon, Illinois, and 
that final action on said ordinance will be taken by the Board of 
Trustees of the Toulon Community Fire Protection District in Stark 
County, Illinois, at a meeting to be held at the Fire Station, Toulon, 
Illinois on said 28th day of October 2025, at 5:15 o'clock P.M. 

By order of the Board of Trustees of said District. 
Dated this 16th day of September, A.D. 2025. 

Toulon Community Fire Protection District 
/s/ William S. Foglesong, Secretary 

Published 9/26, 10/3, 10/10/25 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT  
OF ILLINOIS STARK COUNTY 

ESTATE OF 
PATTI J. STREITMATTER, DECEASED 
Case No. 2025PR 

CLAIM NOTICE  
Notice is given of the death of PATTI J. STREIMATTER, de-

ceased, 204 East Agard Street, Wyoming, Stark County, Illinois. 
Letters of Office were issued on September 12, 2025, to Ross A. 
Streitmatter, 204 East Agard Street, Wyoming, Illinois, 61491, 
whose attorney is Ryan J. Anderson, 611 Second Street, P.O. Box 
174, Henry, IL 61537. 
   Claims against the Estate may be filed in the Office of the Clerk of 
said Court at the Stark County Courthouse, 130 West Main St., Tou-
lon, IL 61483, on or before March 25, 2026, or, if mailing or deliv-
ery of a notice from the representative is required by 755 ILCS 
5/18-3, the date stated in that notice. Any claim not filed on or be-
fore said date is barred. 
   Copies of a claim filed with the Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
by the claimant to the representative within 10 days after it has 
been filed and proof of such mailing must be filed with the Court. 

Ross A. Streitmatter 
Independent Executor of the Estate of 
Patti J. Streitmatter, deceased 

 
Ryan J. Anderson 
Attorney for the Executor 
611 Second Street, PO Box 174 
Henry, IL 61537 
(309)364-2354 
 
Published 9/19, 9/26, 10/3/25 



Page 11www.illinoisweeklies.com THE PRAIRIE NEWS • September 26, 2025

We Cover The News of West-Central Illinois With A Passion

SPORTS: Rebels VB in three-set matches

scored on a 61-yard interception re-
turn and another pass from Browning, 
this one for 83 yards. 

– Nick Vlahos 
Galva 70 

Bushnell-Prairie City 12 
  BUSHNELL – The Wildcats allevi-
ated any worries about an opening-
drive fumble by following that with 
their most complete game of the sea-
son. 
  “We looked good in every facet,” 
Galva Coach Zach Anderson said. 
  Blake Stahl led the attack with 323 
rushing yards and five touchdowns on 
25 carries. MJ Louck also had three 
touchdowns in a variety of ways, 
scoring on a pass reception, a kickoff 
return and an interception return. 
   Galva (2-2, 2-1 8-Player West divi-
sion) led 34-6 at halftime against 
winless B-PC (0-4, 0-2) and was up 
26-12 after three quarters. 
   Galva also scored on runs by JP 
Sloan and Tommy Funke, who ran 
for 47 yards on four carries. 
   “Our defense was stout,” Anderson 
said. “We need to remember that 
every game, not just when we want 
to be.” 
  Galva faces a much tougher task 
today at 6 p.m. in its home game 
against two-time state 8-player 
champion Amboy (3-1, 2-0). 

Princeville 35 
Elmwood-Brimfield 14 

  ELMWOOD – Solid defense and 

some big first-half plays on offense 
propelled Princeville to a big victory 
in a LincolnLand crossover game.  
   In the first meeting between these 
neighbors in about 20 years, the 
Princes (3-1) completed their scoring 
before the Trojans (2-2) began theirs, 
with about a minute left in the third 
quarter. Princeville senior quarter-
back Kaiden Sarnes had only five 
carries but gained 143 yards and 
scored three times. 
   Princeville feasted almost from the 
beginning. After E-B was held to 
eight yards on its opening drive, it 
took only two plays from scrimmage 
for Princeville to lead, on Sarnes’ 54-
yard bootleg run. 
   A little more than five minutes 
later, a 38-yard Sarnes run made it 
16-0. A Sarnes run of identical dis-
tance with 9:28 remaining in the first 
half resulted in six more points. 
   Princeville held E-B to 59 total 
yards through the game’s first 32 mi-

nutes. 
   Princeville returns to small-divi-
sion play against Abingdon-Avon to-
night. 

Annawan-Wethersfield 42 
Havana 0 

   KEWANEE – Quarterback Mad-
dux Heitzler ran for two touchdowns 
and passed for two more as A-W (4-
0, 3-0 LincolnLand small) raced to a 
42-0 halftime lead. 
   Heitzler carried six times for 131 
yards and scored on runs of 43 and 
49 yards. He was 2-for-4 passing, 
with both completions going for 
scores, one of 36 yards to Nic Thur-
ston and one of 20 yards to Cole 
Goodley. Thurston also ran 36 yards 
for a TD and Devon Horrie had the 
other Titans’ score on a 17-yard run. 
   Havana passed for 96 yards but ran 
for just eight yards on 17 carries. 
   A-W now faces a road matchup at 
Rushville-Industry (3-1, 3-0). 

Rushville-Industry 54 
South Fulton 6 

   RUSHVILLE – The Rockets (3-1, 
3-0) ran for 389 yards and 10.8 yards 
per carry in a blowout win. 
   Sebastian Bertoux ran for 145 yards 
and two scores on seven carries and 
Rylan Reimolds carried nine times for 
101 yards and two scores. 
   R-I quarterback Brady McGinnis 
also passed for scores on his only two 
attempts. 
   South Fulton ran for 148 yards and 
threw for 68 on 5-for-16 passing.

FOOTBALL: Galva plays well in ‘every facet’

Stark County 33,  
ROWVA-Williamsfield 0 

Stark County 0 7 6 20 - 33 
ROWVA-Will. 0 0 0 0 - 0 

Scoring Summary 
Second Quarter 

SC - Daum 7 pass from Browning 
(Turnbull kick) 

Third Quarter 
SC - Daum 61 interception return 
(kick failed) 

Fourth Quarter 
SC - Daum 83 pass from Browning 
(Turnbull kick) 
SC - Masters 12 run (kick failed) 
SC - Sparks 1 run (Turnbull kick) 

Team Statistics 
                                    SC        R-W 
Rushes-yds           22-123    43-145 
Yds per carry               5.6           3.4 
Comp-Att-Int        11-20-0     9-18-2 
Passing yds                187            78 

Individual Statistics 
   Rushing - SC: Browning 7-56, 
Masters 6-32, Gentle 2-17, Sparks 4-
12, Knoblauch 3-6. R-W: Koepp 17-
42, Gerlach 10-41, Soper 6-25, 
Estrada 5-22, Tamburro 2-21, 
H.Tucker 1-0, DeJaynes 2-(-6). 
   Passing - SC: Browning 11-19-0 
187, Daum 0-1-0 0. R-W: DeJaynes 
9-18-2 78. 
   Receiving - SC: Daum 8-157, Holm-
strom 2-18, Siebenthal 1-12, R-W: 
Skala 2-29, Tamburro 3-20, Nichols 

1-12, Gerlach 1-10, Sornberger 1-6, 
Koepp 1-1. 
   Tackles - SC: O’Bryant 11. R-W: 
Smith 7. 

Princeville 35 
Elmwood-Brimfield 14 

Princeville         16      6   13   0  -  35 
Elmwood-Brim.   0      0     6   8  -  14 

Scoring Summary 
First Quarter 

P - Sarnes 54 run (Geiger pass from 
Sarnes) 
P - Sarnes 38 run (Geiger pass from 
Sarnes) 

Second Quarter 
P - Sarnes 38 run (run failed) 

Third Quarter 
P - Christianson 63 pass from Sarnes 
(kick wide right) 
P - Blunier 25 pass from Sarnes 
(Richeson kick) 
E-B - Burkitt 14 pass from Patterson 
(kick failed) 

Fourth Quarter 
E-B - Burge 60 run (Ulrich run) 

Team Statistics 
                                       P           E-B 
Rushes-yds           36-275     33-144 
Yds per carry                7.6            4.4 
Comp-Att-Int        10-20-2        1-4-1 
Passing Yds                195             14 
Penalties                14-100         5-35 

Individual Statistics 

   Rushing - P: Sarnes 5-143, Geiger 
7-34, McGrath 6-32, Christianson 9-
31, Melick 2-24, Cox 5-13, Friedman 
2-(-2). E-B: Burge 1-60, Alger 8-47, 
L.Johnson 13-42, Newman 1-3, Pat-
terson 3-0, Estes 6-(-2), Shane 1-(-
6). 

   Passing - P: Sarnes 7-15-2 180, 
Cox 3-5-0 15. E-B: Patterson 1-4-1 
14. 
   Receiving - P: Christianson 2-86, 
Day 2-51, Blunier 2-29, Johnson 1-
14, N. Lowery 1-7, McGrath 1-7, 
Lauber 1-1. E-B: Burkitt 1-14. 
   Tackles - P: Carruthers, Lowery 8. 

SCOREBOARD

Continued from Page 12

FOR RENT 
• TOULON: Upstairs 2 bedroom 
apartment for rent in Toulon, 105 
E. Main. 
• WYOMING: 104 East Elm, Wyo-
ming.  Two bedroom apartment, 
$500 per month plus utilities, 
$400 deposit, work and landlord 
references required, no smoking, 
no pets.  Call (612) 940-5208. 

FOR SALE 
• Farm Fresh Eggs: Galva.  Call 
(309) 525-0234. 

SERVICES 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling 
and repairs including doors, ther-
mopane vinyl replacement win-

dows, interior painting and electri-
cal, by Denny Miller. Over 25 
years of experience. We also do 
kitchens, baths, decks, steps and 
more. Small jobs welcome! Call 
me at (309) 995-3364. 
 • SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, 
farm equipment, grain bins, and 
also doing total farm clean up. 
Call Doug Lofgren at Spoon River 
Salvage (309) 299-8531. 
• BEAT RISING HEATING BILLS 
with the proven technology of a 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Call 
today for budget-friendly warmth!  
(309) 565-4300.

    CLASSIFIEDS

GARAGE SALES
   • YARD SALE: Friday, Oct. 3 and Saturday, Oct. 4, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. in 
Lawn Ridge, 56 Cty. Rd. 350 N., Edelstein. 

LincolnLand - Large 
Conf. Overall 

W L W L 
Farmington 3 0 4 0 
Macomb 3 0 4 0 
Knoxville 3 1 3 1 
Elmwood-Brim. 2 1 2 2 
Illini West 2 1 2 2 
West Hancock 1 3 1 3 
LVC 0 3 0 4 
Bureau Valley 0 2 0 4 

Last Week 
Princeville 35, Elmwood-Brimfield 14 
Farmington 35, Illini West 0 
Macomb 42, Bureau Valley 16 
Knoxville 35, West Hancock 28 
St. Bede 56, LVC 0 

Friday, Sept. 26 
Bureau Valley at Elmwood-Brimfield  
Knoxville at Farmington 
Macomb at Breese Mater Dei 
West Hancock at Illini West 
LVC at South Fulton 
 

LincolnLand - Small 
Conf. Overall 

W L W L 
Stark County 4 0 4 0 
Annawan-Weth. 3 0 4 0 
Rushville-Industry 3 0 3 1 
Princeville 2 1 3 1 
Abingdon-Avon 1 2 1 3 
South Fulton 1 3 1 3 
Havana 1 3 1 3 
ROWVA-Willmsfld 1 3 1 3 
United 0 4 0 4 

Last Week 
Princeville 35, Elmwood-Brimfield 14 
Stark County 33, ROWVA-Wllimsfld 0 
Rushville-Industry 54, South Fulton 6 
Abingdon-Avon 59, United 30 
Annawan-Wethersfield 42, Havana 0 

Friday, Sept. 26 
Abingdon-Avon at Princeville 
United at Stark County 
Annawan-Weth. at Rushville-Industry 
ROWVA-Williamsfield at Havana 
LVC at South Fulton 

hard work,” Rennick said. “It was 
great to have Norah back in the 
lineup and she ran a terrific time of 
20:51. She is the real deal and a dif-
ference maker.” 
   Other scoring runners for the girls 
team were Paytin Terwilliger (59th, 
22:30) and Darilis Knobloch (81st, 
23:44). 
   The boys placed 11th out of 22 
teams. 
   Stark County recently learned it 
was assigned to the Rock Island Alle-
man Regional at Saukie Golf Course 
in Rock Island and to the Sherrard 
Sectional, held at the same site. 
   “Lots of top teams but I like our as-
signment for both the girls and guys 
teams,” Rennick said. 
   The Rebels run Saturday at the 
22nd annual Boiler Invite at Baker 
Park Golf Course in Kewanee. 
   • Galva VB – Galva (5-4) fell 25-19, 

25-16 at Farmington last Thursday. 
   Saige Kaiser led the Lady Wildcats 
in kills with four. Kailyn Townsend 
assisted on six scores, Isabelle Wi-
gant recorded nine digs and Reese 
Sumner also posted nine digs.   
   Kaylyn Gale added six digs, while 
Charley Chamberlain picked up five 
digs. Caylee Elgin had one block. 
   Galva scored a Lincoln Trail home 
victory 26-24, 25-21 over Ridge-
wood on Setp. 17. Sumner provided 
four kills, three aces and six assists. 
Kaiser contributed on both sides of 
the net with four kills, two aces and 
three blocks. 
   Townsend set for six assists, Wi-
gant went to the floor for 11 digs and 
Elgin added three kills. Mckenna An-
derson served two aces and blocked 
two. Gale recorded four digs.  
   Galva’s is home vs. Bureau Valley 
on Monday. 
   • Stark County VB – Stark County 

picked up a comeback Lincoln Trail 
home win over Princeville 25-27, 25-
21, 25-14 at home on Monday.  
   The Lady Rebels were defeated 
23-25, 25-19, 13-25 by Lincoln Trail 
rival Monmouth United last Wednes-
day at home. Coley Johnston had a 
stat line of 14 kills and nine digs. 
Hallie Newton was the team assist 
leader with 18 and had eight digs. 
   Cambri Holmstrom paced the 
Lady Rebels in digs with 15. Sophie 
Finnegan scored on five kills. Kenna 
Sparks defended with four blocks. 
   Stark County battled in three sets 
but came up short 25-16, 30-32, 25-
17 to nonconference opponent Mid-
land on the road last Tuesday. 
Johnston recorded eight kills. Holm-
strom defended with 12 digs.  
Newton posted a stat line of three 
kills, eight assists and two blocks.   
   Stark County is home versus An-
nawan on Monday. 

Continued from Page 12

The Stark County defense bottled up host 
ROWVA-Williamsfield last Friday night in a 
33-0 victory. Photo by Collin Fairfield.  

LEGAL ADS

requirements for property described 
as Toulon Township, City of 
Toulon, Original Town, Lot 5 & 
N1/2 Lot 8 Block 4. 
   The request for the variance is for 
the construction of a 14 x 22’ 
addition to an existing garage that 
will be 13’ from the center of the 
alley rather than the 20’ setback. 
   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
hearing on said petition will be held 
before the Zoning Board of Appeals 
of the County of Stark, at the 
Courthouse at 130 West Main 
Street, Toulon, Illinois, at 7:00 
p.m., October 13, 2025, at which 
time and place all persons may be 
present and will be heard. 
    /s/ Renee L. Johnson 
    ZONING OFFICER 
Published 9/26/25 

•  •  • 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 

petition has been filed by Luis Lara, 
27W121 Cooley Ave, Winfield, 
Illinois, directed to the Stark 
County Board of Appeals requesting 
a variance in setback requirements 
for property described as Penn 
Township, Village of Castleton, 
Lots 1-4, Block 1. 
   The request for the variance is for 
the construction of a 24 x 30’ 
garage that will be 3’ from the West 
property line. 
   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
hearing on said petition will be held 
before the Zoning Board of Appeals 
of the County of Stark, at the 
Courthouse at 130 West Main 
Street, Toulon, Illinois, at 7:00p.m., 
October 13, 2025, at which time 
and place all persons may be 
present and will be heard. 
    /s/ Renee L. Johnson 
    ZONING OFFICER 
 
Published 9/26/25 

Continued from Page 10
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By JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

   WALNUT – A healthier 
and happier Stark County 
cross country team ran to 
strong finishes last Satur-
day at the annual Dale 
Donner Invitational. 
   Sophomore Evan Kno-
bloch topped the field of 
199 runners with a time of 
15:46 on an unusual and 
notoriously slow course. 
That was a big turnaround 
for Knobloch, who had 
placed 41st in 15:57 at the 
Sept. 13 First to the Finish 
Invitational at Peoria’s 
Detweiller Park. 
   “First to the Finish 
wasn’t his favorite race so 
far but he adjusted and the 
results speak for them-
selves,” Stark County 
Coach Bob Rennick Jr. 
said. “Night and day per-
formance from last week 
for Evan and I’m really 
happy for him. He has to 
tangle with the best of the 
best week in and week 
out.” 
   The girls team placed 

second at Walnut and also 
ran better this week, due in 
part to the return of Norah 
Rorem, who did not com-
pete one week ago at Det-
weiller. The second-place 
finish is Stark County’s 
highest ever at this race 
and required the Lady 
Rebels to beat three top-25 
teams, Ridgewood, Sher-
rard and Sandwich. Elm-
wood-Brimfield won the 
race with 84 points com-
pared to 154 for Stark 
County. 
   Dusti Smith placed 
fourth in the 188-runner 
field with a time of 18:56. 
Westmont’s Kyla Babb 
won in 17:23. 
   Other medal-winners for 
Stark County were 
Cheyenh Smith (6th, 
19:23) and Rorem (27th, 
20:51). 
   “All returning runners 
cut time from last year and 
again Cheyenh showed 
huge improvement, better-
ing her time by 1:42, 
which is a testament to her 

Rebels XC shines at 
Donner Invitational

Rebels roll to 4-0 
with R-W shutout 
Daum leads the way in 33-0 victory

By The Prairie News 
   ONEIDA – A Stark 
County football team that 
had questions galore at the 
start of the season might 
provide a big postseason 
answer this week. 
   After they beat ROWVA-
Williamsfield 33-0 in a 
LincolnLand small-divi-
sion game Sept. 19, the 
Rebels (4-0, 4-0) are only 
one victory from an al-
most-certain berth in the 
state playoffs. They are to 
play Friday night in Wyo-
ming against winless Mon-
mouth United. 
   The toughest part of the 
schedule lies ahead for 
Stark County, which is in 
first place in the league. 
Stark County is to face pre-
season conference favorites 
Annawan-Wethersfield, 
Rushville-Industry and 
Princeville in successive 
weeks, starting Oct. 3. 
   Still, as Stark County 
Coach Jade Noard sees it, 
postseason qualification 

would be an accomplish-
ment for a team that had 
few veteran varsity players. 
   “It’s a group that has not 
had a ton of success at 
lower levels – really, in any 
sport,” he said. “You hope 
that we could put it to-
gether. We’ve had some 
good fortune, but I think 
our kids have made some 
good plays, too. It would 
be a really good achieve-
ment for this group to be in 
already after five weeks.” 
   Week 4 against R-W (1-
3, 1-3) was a bit dicey 
early. According to Noard, 
Stark County killed a few 
of its drives, thanks to 
dropped passes and other 
mistakes. Meanwhile, the 
Cougars threatened to 
score first by driving to the 
Rebels’ 18-yard line. 
   But on third-down-and-1, 
the on-field officials 
stopped play for about 30 
minutes because of light-
ning. When the game re-
sumed, Stark County 

stopped R-W on back-to-
back plays and took pos-
session.  
   “I thought that kind of 
really set a tone for us,” 
Noard said. “Coming out 
of that delay, I thought our 
kids were a little more fo-
cused. I’m not sure how fo-
cused we were. It didn’t 
seem like we were all 

there. I thought we came 
out after that and played 
very well.” 
   With 2:56 left in the first 
half, Ben Browning hit 
Connor Daum with a 7-
yard touchdown pass that 
provided all the points 
Stark County needed. In 
the second half, Daum 
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Stark County senior running back Connor Daum eludes an at-
tempted tackle by a ROWVA-Williamsfield player on his way to 
another gain for the Rebels last Friday night in Oneida. Stark 
County won 33-0. Photo by Collin Fairfield.
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