
By JEFF LAMPE 
for The Prairie News 

   TOULON – Chuck Deme-
treon’s tenure as interim sheriff 
of Stark County got off to a good 
start Tuesday night. 
   Not long after the Stark County 
Board approved Demetreon as 
interim sheriff, he gave his first 
official report to the board in his 
new role. 
   Demetreon outlined plans to 
cut overtime, hire a new dis-
patcher and deputy and acquire 
two new squad cars in the next 

eight to 10 weeks. That prompted 
a board member to say, “That’s 
the most thorough report we’ve 
had all year.” 
   Demetreon, 49, 
takes over for 
longtime Stark 
County Sheriff 
Steve Sloan, who 
announced his re-
tirement last 
month, ending a 
48-year career in law enforce-
ment. Demetreon has worked in 
the Stark County Sheriff’s Office 

since November 2003 and has 
been chief deputy since 2017. 
   “It’s something I’ve had in my 
headlights and aspired to,” 
Demetreon said. “I’m excited to 
start this. Excited and nervous. 
But it’s something I think I can 
handle. I’ve got a lot of support, 
family, friends and coworkers – a 
good crew behind me to work 
with and bounce ideas back and 
forth.” 
   Reducing overtime is his first 
challenge. The department 
racked up over $300,000 in over-

time last year but OT has been 
cut to about $100,000 moving 
forward, Demetreon said. 
   “I’ve been thinking about it 
since Steve approached me, long 
before his announcement,” 
Demetreon said. “So I started jot-
ting numbers down and knew 
there were areas I could take care 
of to cut that down.” 
   Adding a 14th dispatcher to the 
staff, he said, will help with short 
shifts that had previously been 
covered as overtime hours. 
Demetreon is also cutting deputy 

schedules and will use impound 
fees to outfit the new squad cars. 
   Prospective Deputy Derek 
Welge of Kewanee should gradu-
ate from the police academy in 
March, in time to take the spot of 
Gary Bent, who plans to retire in 
April. Welge will work full time 
as a deputy and part time for the 
Toulon Police Department. 
   In other business Tuesday, the 
board heard some details on the 
new county highway building in 
Bradford. County Engineer Judd 

For The Prairie News 
   KEWANEE – The State 
Bank of Toulon has 
awarded Freedom House a 
$50,000 contribution to the 
organization’s capital cam-
paign for its new domestic 
violence shelter in Kewa-
nee. 
   Freedom House is under-
taking a full renovation of 
the former medical arts 
building at 716 Elliott St., 
which was donated by 

OSF HealthCare in De-
cember 2024. The new 
shelter – expected to open 
in spring 2026 – will in-
clude 40 beds and offer a 
state-of-the-art, client-cen-
tered environment featur-
ing ensuite bedrooms for 
families, counseling and 
advocacy offices, a com-
munal kitchen and dining 
space, and secure outdoor 
playground.  
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FEDERAL FUNDS TO FARMERS

Farm Aid  
on the way 

Trump earmarking 
$12 billion for farmers 

By JIM TALAMONTI 
The Center Square 

   President Donald Trump has an-
nounced $11 billion in federal pub-
lic aid for farmers. 
   The president made the an-
nouncement during a White House 
roundtable Monday afternoon, 
along with Cabinet members, fed-
eral lawmakers and members of the 
farming community. 
   The relief funds are aimed for 
producers of row crops, with an ad-
ditional $1 billion in public funds 
for specialty crops and others. 
   Trump said the money would 
come from the “hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars” the U.S. is bring-
ing through tariffs. 
   “What we’re doing is, we’re tak-
ing a relatively small portion of that 
and we’re going to be giving and 

providing it to the farmers in eco-
nomic assistance,” the president 
said. 
   U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Secretary Brooke Rollins said the 
relief funds are necessary due to a 
crisis that the Trump administration 
inherited. 
   “We are going to be effectuating 

an $11 billion bridge payment to 
our farmers. The money will move 
by Feb. 28, 2026,” Rollins said, 
adding that farmers would know 
what their payment would look like 
by the end of December. 
   “You will have that number in 
hand,” Rollins said, so farmers 

Continued on Page 2

Despite a bumper crop during harvest, Illinois farmers have been hurting financially due 
to low prices for commodities. President Donald Trump’s $12 billion aid package will 
help ease those financial woes.



could make plans for the 
year ahead. 
   Joe Maxwell, Farm Ac-
tion’s chief strategy officer 
and co-founder, said 
farmers across the country 
are hurting. Maxwell said 
the current problems fac-
ing the U.S. agriculture 
system have been decades 
in the making due to policy 
that prioritizes commodity 
crops for export, which he 
said only benefits global 
grain traders and meat-

packers. 
   “Without addressing the 
root causes of this issue, 
farmers will be left to con-
tinue relying on govern-
ment assistance into the 
future. That is why Con-
gress must take action and 
fix our failed subsidy sys-
tem in the next farm bill,” 
Maxwell added. 
   Trump’s announcement 
comes weeks after Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker declared an 
agricultural trade crisis in 
Illinois. On Oct. 29, 

Pritzker signed an execu-
tive order directing state 
agencies to take immediate 
action to enhance domestic 
markets for ag commod-
ities and to bolster mental 
health support for farm 
families. 
   Pritzker and Illinois De-
partment of Agriculture 
Director Jerry Costello 
said Illinois’ roughly $26.4 
billion agricultural sector 
had been hurt by Trump’s 
tariffs and trade policies. 
   Trump said he would be 
open to tapping into tariff 
revenue for farmers again 
if necessary. He also said 
moves to eliminate the es-
tate tax and end green 
equipment requirements 

would help farmers across 
the nation. 
   Illinois Rep. Jonathan 
Jackson, D-Chicago, said 
the president is trying to 
paper over a crisis of his 
own making. 
   Illinois Rep. Mike Bost, 
R-Murphysboro, said the 
president’s announcement 
is welcome news. 
   “After years of soaring 
input costs, unstable mar-
kets, and zero new trade 
deals under the Biden–
Harris administration, the 
Farmer Bridge Assistance 
Program will provide real, 
timely relief to producers 
who have been stretched 
thin through the years,” 
Bost posted. 
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BOARD: Special meeting needed for MFT resolution
Giffin reported that the 
first quote to remove con-
crete and install stainless-
steel trench drains in the 
building was for $97,000, 
with $57,000 in materials 
alone. Giffin said he had 
hoped to have drains in-
stalled for under $50,000 
and plans to look at other 
options moving forward. 
   Work is also progressing 
to clean the building and 
two new garage doors have 
been installed, Giffin said. 
   Board Member Adam 
Wilson said he is “pushing 
on the architect” to have 
plans for the new building 
by the board’s Jan. 13 
meeting. Wilson said his 
goal is to have building 
renovations shovel ready 
by April 1. 
   In other road-related 
news, Giffin said snow-
plowing has gone well so 
far this winter and the 
county’s new plow truck 
performed well. “It’s a 
beast,” he said, noting the 
truck has a 12-foot wing 
plow compared to the pre-
vious 8-foot plow. 
   Painting of stripes has 

been done on some roads. 
Giffin said some roads 
that have been resurfaced 
could not be striped since 
equipment borrowed from 
Bureau County could only 
be used on roads that still 
had faint lines to follow. 
   Giffin also said that due 
to a “mess-up” the board 
would need to reconvene 
for a special meeting be-
fore the New Year to ap-
prove a resolution for 
equipment rental for 2026 
so it can be reimbursed by 
Motor Fuel Tax funds. A 
meeting date had not been 
set by press time. 
   County Treasurer Paula 
Leezer reported that the 
final disbursement of 
property taxes has been 
sent to taxing bodies and 
was just over $17.8 mil-
lion. In regards to the an-
nual budget, she said the 
General Fund, State’s At-
torneys Office and 
County Clerk’s Office 
were all significantly 
under budget while the 
Sheriff’s Office was over 
budget for 2025. 
   The board also ap-
proved 2026 dates for its 

6:30 p.m. meetings: Jan. 
13, Feb. 10, March 10, 
April 15, May 12, June 9, 
July 14, Aug. 11, Sept. 8, 
Oct. 13, Nov. 10 and Dec. 
8. 
   Finally, Katie McCau-
ley from the Stark County 
Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District distributed a 
survey to board members 
seeking input for a natural 
resources inventory re-
porting application she is 
developing. 
   Minutes from two board 
meetings in November 
(Nov. 10 and Nov. 26) 
were approved and show 
the following: 
   • Approval of the Fiscal 
Year 2026 budget appro-
priation and tax levy ordi-
nance, showing $2.67 
million in estimate reve-
nues and $2.825 million 
in estimated disburse-
ments for an expected 
deficit of $155,000. 
   • News from Board 
Member Robin Nowlan 
that a timeline for the 
wind-farm project has 
been moved up for Stark 
County, which is now in 
Phase Two, instead of 

Phase Three. 
   • Approval of the ap-
pointment of Valerie 
Wagher to the County 
Board of Appeals.  
   • The 2026 insurance 
package was approved 
with estimated disburse-
ments of $260,200, up 
from $239,000 in 2025. 
   • A proposed purchase 
of E-Ticket software for 
the Sheriff’s Department 
will not happen. 
   • Approval of a resolu-
tion to correct the levy 
rate in the county federal 
aid matching fund request 
sent to the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation. 
This required a transfer 
from the general fund to 
bring the rate up to the re-
quired .045%. 
   • Approval was given 
to: an annual intergovern-
mental agreement with 
Marshall and Putnam 
counties for probation 
services; a 2026 noxious 
weed work plan; purchase 
of a truck for the highway 
department; a revised 
food ordinance; and ap-
proval to use IDOT grant 
funds for bridge repairs. 
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Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   12-2 - Driver Daniel E. Hartman, 
60, Galva, reportedly backed into a 
parked vehicle owned by Carley 
McKenzie, 26, of Kewanee in the 
700 block of E. Main St. in Toulon. 
No tickets were issued but damage 
was estimated at over $1,500.  
   12-2 - Gustavo Gutierrez-Ver-
duzco, 43, of rural Toulon, was is-
sued a notice to appear for allowing 
dogs to run at large and for failure to 
inoculate his pets. The Stark County 
Sheriff’s Office has received ongoing 
complaints from Toulon residents re-
garding a pair of huskies running 
loose. The dogs were impounded by 
a Stark County deputy until the 
owner could prove the dogs were 
scheduled for vaccinations.  
   12-6 - Kayvance N. Summerville, 
28, Peoria, was arrested for driving 
under the influence. She was also 
ticketed for speeding 73 mph in a 55 
zone, improper lane usage, posses-
sion of cannabis by a driver and ille-
gal transportation of alcohol. She 
was released with a court date.  
   12-7 - Aaron B. Bell, 39, Peoria, 
was arrested for possession of a 
stolen vehicle, driving while his li-
cense was revoked, theft, driving on 
a suspended registration and driving 
without insurance. The vehicle was 
impounded, Bell was taken into cus-
tody and transported to Bureau 
County Jail pending a court appear-
ance. 

Knox County Report 
   11-9 - A Galva man avoided ap-
parent injury from a two-vehicle 
crash north of Galesburg. Wyatt E. 
Johnson, 18, was driving a south-
bound 2007 Chevrolet Cobalt 
shortly before 10 a.m. on U.S. 
Route 150 when at Knox Road 

2000 North it rear-ended a 2012 
Toyota Prius, according to a Knox 
County Sheriff’s Office report. Me-
lissa V. Enloe, 71, of New Windsor 
was the other driver. 
   Enloe, who reported no injuries, 
said she slowed to make a left turn. 
Johnson was cited for failure to re-
duce speed to avoid an accident. 

Peoria County Report 
   11-27 - Shortly after 5:30 p.m., 
David W. Orwig of Wyoming was 
driving a northbound 2018 Jeep 
Grand Cherokee in the 9700 block 
of N. Princeville-Jubilee Rd. north 
of Kickapoo when the vehicle 
struck a deer. Neither Orwig nor his 
passenger was injured, according to 
the Peoria County Sheriff’s Office. 

Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   12-1 - to the 400 block of SE 6th 
Ave. for a domestic disturbance.  
   12-2 - to the 400 block of SW 1st 
Ave. for a harassment complaint.  
   12-2 - to a residence on SE 3rd St. 
for a mental-health evaluation.  
   12-3 - to the 900 block of N. Center 
Ave. after a reported natural gas leak.  
Ameren also responded and shut the 
gas off.  
   12-3 - to the 600 block of N. Center 
Ave. for a missing person report.   
   12-3 - to the 100 block of SE 2nd 
St. for a verbal domestic disturbance.  
   12-4 - While patrolling, officer 

found an unoccupied vehicle in a 
ditch on Bonham Road west of town.  
   12-4 - to a residence on E. Division 
St. for a welfare check. 
   12-4 - While patrolling, Officer no-
ticed a crossing arm malfunction at 
the Chester St. and NE 2nd St. train 
tracks. BNSF was contacted.  
   12-4 - to the 100 block of NW 6th 
Ave. for a loose-dog complaint. The 
dog returned home on its own.  
   12-4 - along with deputies from 
Henry County, to a residence on NW 
4th St. after a report of a suicidal sub-
ject holding a knife to their own 
throat. After an extended time, the 
subject surrendered and was taken by 
ambulance for evaluation .   
   12-5 - to the 200 block of Morgan 
Rd. to assist a motorist who locked 
keys inside a vehicle. A family 
member brought a spare key.  
   12-5 - to the 200 block of NW 7th 
Ave. in reference to a runaway juve-
nile. The juvenile was located at a 
friend’s house and returned.  
   12-6 - to a physical domestic dis-
turbance in the 400 block of NE 3rd 
St. As the result, Ryley Rafferty, 24, 
Galva, was arrested for domestic bat-
tery and unlawful restraint. He was 
taken to the Henry County Jail.  
   12-7 - to assist Henry County with 
a traffic stop and vehicle search in 
the 00 block of NW 8th Ave. that re-
sulted in an arrest for methampheta-
mine possession and a full 
nationwide warrant with no bond. 
Henry County transported the arres-
tee to the Henry County Jail.   
   12-7 - Officer was notified that a 
subject that was entered as a missing 
person-adult last week had been lo-
cated in Laguna Beach, Calif. 
   12-7 - While patrolling, officer lo-
cated a vehicle that slid off the road 
in the 700 block of SW 4th St. A 
friend pulled them back onto the 
road. 
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Galva Tour of Lights 
   GALVA – The Galva Arts Council 
is sponsoring its annual Tour of 
Lights in the Galva area. 
   A map showing the 17 homes that 
have been decorated is available on 
the Galva Arts Council’s facebook 
page and copies are available at the 

State Bank of Toulon and the Galva 
Library for anyone who wants to see 
the displays and vote for their favor-
ite display at 
cdn.jotfor.ms/form/253125695997070.  
   The Galva Arts Council will have 
an open house Dec. 20 between 6-7 
p.m. and will recognize all partici-
pants and announce the winner.  
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Santa was the last float in Galva’s Ol Fashioned Christmas Parade on Saturday. Other floats 
included the Girl Scouts and State Bank of Toulon’s Frosty the Snowman float. The Galva 
Arts Council held tits annual raffle for trees and wreaths and Coffee House and the Galva 
Youth Sports Association held its annual raffle to fund youth sports. Veterans Park was lit up 
after the parade. Photo by Carol Townsend.

   The shelter will operate 24/7 and 
be staffed by trained, certified pro-
fessionals prepared to meet the needs 
of survivors at any hour. 
   Founded in 1983 by Princeton res-
ident Nedda Simon, Freedom House 
serves Henry, Stark, Bureau, Mar-
shall and Putnam counties. In ad-
dition to a shelter in Princeton, the 
agency provides various free serv-
ices, including a crisis hotline and 
medical advocacy, legal advocacy, 
comprehensive counseling and psy-
chotherapy for those impacted by do-
mestic and sexual violence. Freedom 
House also offers outreach offices to 
ensure easy access to support. 
   According to Chloe Lund, the 
agency’s Chief Operating Officer, 
Freedom House has served tens of 
thousands of survivors.  
   “One in four women and one in 
seven men will experience severe in-
timate partner violence in their life-
time,” Lund said. “The need for our 
services continues to grow.” 
   Learn more about Freedom House 
at www.freedomhouseillinois.org.

SHELTER: Offers 
various services

Continued from Page 1



Patricia L. Dallefeld 
   TOULON, Ill. – Patricia Louise 
Dallefeld, 94, of Toulon, formerly of 
Avon, Ill., passed away at 3:46 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Dec. 2, 2025, in her 
home, surrounded by her family.  
   She was born May 3, 1931, near 
Rich Hill, Mo., the daughter of Den-
ver Wallace and Willa Pearl (Weddle) 
Tourtillott. She spent her early child-
hood in Missouri and moved to the 
Ellisville/Canton area in 1944. While 
in high school in Ellisville, she met 
her future husband. She returned to 
Missouri in 1948, graduating from 
Hume High School in 1949. 
   Patricia married Elden E. Dallefeld 
on Sept. 14, 1949, in Canton. He pre-
ceded her in death on July 27, 2014. 
Together they raised three children, 
farmed and raised livestock for nearly 
50 years and owned The Olde Music 
Shoppe in Macomb for 12 years. 
They lived many years together in the 
Avon area and later moved to Semi-
nary Estates in Galesburg. 
   Those left to cherish her memory 
are her son Steve (Pam) Dallefeld of 
Good Hope; daughter Angie (Jim) 
Roark of Toulon; son-in-law Chuck 
McElvaine of Avon; seven grandchil-
dren, Andy McElvaine of Niceville, 
Fla., Michelle (Rob) McElvaine of 
Mount Pleasant, S.C., Brandon Dalle-
feld of Good Hope, Stephanie 
(David) Coupland of Macomb, Brad 
Dallefeld of Colchester, Matthew 
Roark of Eureka, and Christopher 
(Rey) Roark of Manteno; and one 
brother, Jewell Tourtillott of Rich 
Hill, Mo.. She was also beloved by 
her 13 great grandchildren, with a 
14th on the way, and by many nieces 
and nephews, who lovingly knew her 
as “Aunt Patty.”  

   She was preceded in death by her 
parents, husband and daughter, Sha-
ron McElvaine.  
   Patricia was a homemaker and ded-
icated wife. She enjoyed sewing, 
cooking and baking, playing Scrabble 
and gardening. Her greatest joy was 
her family, with whom she shared her 
strong faith. She was a member of 
many sewing clubs and of the Prairie 
City Methodist Church for many 
years. 
   Patricia was warm-hearted and gen-
erous; she believed that the best way 
to boost one’s mood was to help 
someone in need. Even after losing 
her eyesight in the last five years of 
her life, she sought to be a blessing to 
others by faithfully praying for them. 
   Cremation rites have been accorded 
with a celebration of life to be held at 
11:30 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 10, at the 
Moore Memorial Home in Avon. Vis-
itation will be from 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
prior to the service. Interment will be 
in the Avon Cemetery. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to Macular 
Degeneration Research/Bright Focus 
Foundation or the Toulon Methodist 
Church, and left in the care of the fu-
neral home. Moore Memorial Home, 
Avon, is handling the arrangements.    
   For more information or to leave 
an online condolence, please visit 
www.moorememorial.com. 

Gary P. Jones 
   TOULON – Gary Phillip Jones, 82, 
of Winamac, Ind., passed away at 4 
p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 6, 2025, sur-
rounded by his family in Toulon.  
   Gary was born on Feb. 4, 1943, in 
Peoria, the son of Iryll Walker and 
Mary Elizabeth (Clark) Jones. He 
married Sandra Sue McBride on May 
7, 1969. She preceded him in death 

on June 10, 2003. He later married 
Anne Alicia (Williams) Jones on Feb. 
16, 1977; she preceded him in death 
on Jan. 13, 2022.  
   Surviving is one daughter, Kendra 
Sue Jones of Toulon; one son, Gary 
Phillip Jones II of Winamac, Ind.; one 
grandson, Jimmie Allen White of 
Florida; two brothers, Jack C. Jones 
of Wyoming and Thomas R. Jones of 
Toulon; one sister, Florence Marie 
Jones of Port Charlotte, Fla.; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews. He was also 
preceded in death by 
his parents; one 
brother, Iryll Walker 
Jones Jr.; and two 
sisters, Mary Lou 
Robinson and Shir-
ley Jean Carroll.  
   Gary graduated 
from Wyoming 
High School. He 
served in the U.S. Air Force from 
1960-64 as a helicopter mechanic and 
worked a career in construction and 
asphalting. He enjoyed watching 
Western movies, planting flowers in 
the yard, playing dice games (specifi-
cally left, center, right), riding in the 
golf cart and listening to bluegrass 
and country music. Above all else, 
Gary loved time spent with his family 
and friends.  
   His funeral will be at 10 a.m. Tues-
day, Dec. 16, 2025, at Haskell Fu-
neral & Cremation Services in 
Wyoming. Funeral Celebrant, Nicole 
Reed, will officiate. Visitation will be 
from 4-6 p.m. Monday, Dec. 15, 
2025, at the funeral home. Burial 
with military honors will follow in 
Wyoming Cemetery.  
   Condolences may be left for Gary’s 
family on his tribute wall at 
www.haskellfuneral.com.  
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OBITUARIES
  Toulon Methodist Church 

229 W. Main St., P.O. Box 538, Toulon, IL. 61483 
Phone (309) 286-2224 

Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 286-2224  or (217) 778-1591 
Toulon Sunday School 9:15 a.m., all ages & Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

LaFayette Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 17, P.O. Box 147, LaFayette, IL. 61449 

Phone (309) 995-3371 
 Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 995-3371 or (217) 778-1591 

LaFayette Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

West Jersey United Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 78, West Jersey, IL • Rev. Pablo Marty 

Phone (217) 425-5707 
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

Elmira United Presbyterian Church 
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 • (309) 896-3481 

Services each Sunday at 9 a.m. 
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
website: www.thegathering.life/ 

www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

1st Congregational Church of Toulon 
Reverend David Graham 

218 N. Henderson St., Toulon • (309) 286-4901 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  

Galva Congregational Church 
 Pastor Marshall Jones 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 
Rev. Bryan Griem, Pastor 

(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

Wyoming Nazarene Church 
517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 

Rev. Shawna Marsh 
Sunday School: 10 a.m., All ages • Sunday Worship: 11 a.m. 

Wednesday Prayer & Fellowship 5:30 to 6:30 
Thursday Kids Club 5:30 to 7 p.m. 

Baby Connection: Wednesday and Thursdays 9 - 11 a.m. 
Facebook: Wyoming Naz 

First Congregational Church  
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational Church of Wyoming, Illinois 

Toulon First Baptist Church 
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon • (309) 286-4611 

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 
www.ToulonBaptist.com 

www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
allsaintsil.com 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly 
Rev. Katie Gallagher 

Wednesday: 4:30 p.m. Adult Discussion Group, 5:30 p.m.  
Worship (in Luther Hall) 

Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship, 9:45 a.m. Children's Sunday School 
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 

1-309-932-3346 
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 

Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 • (309) 932-2460 
preachinghope@gmail.com 

galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:0 a.m.  

Holy Trinity National Catholic Church 
Father John Cramer 

716 N. Tremont, Kewanee, IL 
Mass - Sat. at 5 p.m., Sun. at 9 a.m., Mon.-Thurs. at 9 a.m. 

Rectory Phone: 309-852-5191 
Father Cramer Phone: 574-329-9292 

Wyoming United Methodist Church 
Pastor Rebecca Klemm 

302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-
0287.   309-606-9027 

Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 
Service is held at 10 a.m. Sunday morning. 

Bradford Leet United Methodist Church 
Boyd's Grove United Methodist Church 

Leet UMC 118 E. Main St., Bradford, IL 61421 
Services on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

Boyd's Grove UMC 1976 Wyanet Walnut Rd, Bradford, IL. 61421 
Services on Sundays at 9 a.m. 

Rev Dan Wright 
309-897-8113     309-507-1626 

thewrights62@hotmail.com 

Bradford Apostolic Christian Church 
440 E Main St Bradford IL 61421 

9:45 a.m. Sunday Worship Service and simultaneous Sunday 
School pre-K thru 12+ 

11:00 Lunch and Fellowship, 12:15 2nd Sunday Worship 
Wednesday Worship Service 7:15 pm 

www.bradfordacchurch.org; info@bradfordacchurch.org 
LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 

Join the directory for $150 per year. Email ads@prairie-news.com or mail information to 
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC)  

The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240. 

Jones
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Answers on Page 5

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 
10TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

STARK COUNTY - 130 WEST MAIN 
STREET TOULON, ILLINOIS  

ESTATE OF Fernando De Vargas, 
DECEASED. 
25 PR 10 
   Notice is given of the death of the 
above named decedent. Letters of 
office were issued to Maria De 
Vargas, 140 Brittany Trail, Elgin, 
Illinois 60120, as Independent 
Administrator, whose attorney of 
record is Martin J. Fogarty, 
Heartland Law Firm, 1545 
Waukegan Road, Suite 1-3, 
Glenview, Illinois 60025. 
   Notice is given to Caleb and 
Unknown Heirs, Heirs of the 
Decedent whose names or 
addresses are not stated in the 
petition for independent 
administration that an order was 
entered on September 19, 2025, 
granting independent administration 
of the estate. This means that the 
administrator will not have to obtain 
court orders of filed estate papers in 
court during probate. The estate will 
be administered without court 
supervision unless interested 
persons ask the court to become 
involved. 
   Claims against the estate may be 
filed with the clerk or with the 
representative, or both, on or before 
May 28, 2026, or, if mailing or 
delivery of a notice from the 
representative is required by section 
18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975, the 
date stated in that notice. Any claim 

not filed on or before that date is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the clerk must be mailed or 
delivered by the claimant to the 
representative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been filed. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must first 
create an account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit 
http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to 

select a service provider. If you need 
additional help or have trouble e-
filing, visit 
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/g
ethelp.asp. 
 
Martin J. Fogarty 
Heartland Law Firm (6201215) 
1545 Waukegan Road, Suite 1-3 
Glenview, Illinois 60025 
(847) 729-3300 
I3276852 
Published 11/28, 12/5, 12/12/25

LEGAL ADS
STARK COUNTY NOTICE OF TAX DEED SALE  

   IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS CAUSE NO. 2025TX11 
TO THE FOLLOWING NAMED PERSONS (AND IF DECEASED, TO THEIR UNKNOWN HEIRS AND DEVI-
SEES), AND TO THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, AND TO ALL INTERESTED DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 
THEREOF, INCLUDING AMONG OTHERS ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE, ILLINOIS ATTORNEY 
GENERAL, ILLINOIS DEPT OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY, ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERV-
ICES, STATE OF ILLINOIS DEPT OF HEALTHCARE & FAMILY SERVICES (PUBLIC AID) GENERAL COUN-
SEL AND STARK COUNTY CLERK, STARK COUNTY TREASURER, CITY OF TOULON, STARK COUNTY 
STATE'S ATTORNEY, AND TO OCCUPANTS, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND PARTIES INTERESTED IN THE 
PARCELS HEREINAFTER NAMED 
Parcel Number    Owners/Parties Interested                         Cert Number Street Or Common Address 
03-18-428-001   FEUCHT, EARL                                          202200018 WASHINGTON ST. 
03-18-428-001   FEUCHT, MARGARET                                202200018 WASHINGTON ST. 
03-18-428-001   PUBLICANI INVESTMENT CORP.RA:  

                       DENNIS BALLINGER JR                            202200018 WASHINGTON ST. 
03-18-437-003   FEUCHT, EARL                                          202200019 MULBERRY ST. 
03-18-437-003   FEUCHT, MARGARET                                202200019 MULBERRY ST. 
03-18-437-003   MB TAX PARTNERSRA:  

                       JOHNNIE MCKEE                                       202200019 MULBERRY ST. 
03-24-403-003   COPPLE, MATTHEW                                 202200020 506 N. CULBERTSON ST. 
03-24-403-003   CITY OF TOULON                                      202200020 506 N. CULBERTSON ST. 
04-36-302-015   INTERNATIONAL SUPPLY CO                   202200045 507 N. GALENA AVE. 
04-36-318-013   WILSON, MARCUS                                    202200048 104 E. WILLIAMS ST. 
04-36-318-013   CITY OF WYOMING                                   202200048 104 E. WILLIAMS ST. 
05-16-100-012   WILLIAMS, JUSTIN                                   202200050 310 N. SHERMAN ST. 
05-16-100-012   WILLIAMS, JESSICA L.                             202200050 310 N. SHERMAN ST. 
07-02-219-019   TURNER, JEFFREY A                                 202200059 508 S. 7TH ST. 
07-02-219-019   TURNER, NATHAN O.                                202200059 508 S. 7TH ST. 
   TAKE NOTICE THAT THE ABOVE SAID PARCELS WERE SOLD ON OCTOBER 24, 2023, FOR GENERAL-
TAXES FOR THE YEARS 2022 AND PRIOR YEARS, AND THAT THE PERIOD OF REDEMPTION FROM 
SUCH SALE EXPIRES MAY 15, 2026. TAKE FURTHER NOTICE THAT A PETITION FOR ORDER DIRECT-
ING ISSUANCE OF TAX DEEDS HAS BEEN FILED IN THIS CAUSE AS TO THESE PARCELS BY STARK 
COUNTY, AS TRUSTEE, AND THAT ON JUNE 5, 2026 AT 9:00 AM [COURTROOM A], SAID PETITIONER 
WILL APPLY FOR AN ORDER THAT A TAX DEED ISSUE AS TO EACH ABOVE SAID PARCEL NOT RE-
DEEMED ON OR BEFORE MAY 15, 2026.  

/S/ STARK COUNTY AS TRUSTEE, PETITIONER. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT THE COUNTY CLERK 
ADDRESS: 130 WEST MAIN, TOULON, IL 61483 
TELEPHONE: (309) 286-5911 

  
Published 12/5, 12/12, 12/19/25

NOTICE OF PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT 
OF BANK BRANCH OFFICES 

   Notice is hereby given that Community Sate Bank, 625 SE 2nd 
Street, Galva, Illinois, 61434, has made application to the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation to establish branch offices at 25013 
State Street, Elberta, AL 36530; and 3459 Gulf Shores Parkway, 
Gulf Shores, AL 36542. 
   Any person wishing to comment on this application may file his or 
her comments in writing with the regional director of the Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation at its Chicago Regional Office, 300 
South Riverside Plaza, Suite 1700, Chicago, Illinois, 60606-3447, 
not later than December 27, 2025.  The non-confidential portions of 
the application are on file at the appropriate FDIC office and are avail-
able for public inspection during regular business hours.  Photocopies 
of the non-confidential portion of the application file will be made 
available upon request. 
 
Community State Bank 
Galva, Illinois 
 
Published 12/12/25

ADVERTISE! CALL (309) 286-2185
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SPORTS: Galva boys lose 2 in tourney
ketball, they think of Stark 
County. We can really use 
it as a hub not just for the 
school but for the commu-
nity at large.” 
   On Dec. 5, Stark County 
fell to 0-6 when it lost a 
nonconference game 64-
42 at Brimfield. Connor 
Daum had 17 points and 
Caleb Gentle scored 12 
for Stark County, which 
trailed 24-16 with 1:51 
left before halftime. Unde-
feated Brimfield then 
scored 15 in a row. 
   • Galva boys – Due to-
losses in its first two tour-
nament games, Galva can 
finish no higher than ninth 
in the 12-team, pool-play 
Colmone Classic in 
Spring Valley. 
   Galva (4-3) lost 72-69 
on Monday to Kewanee 
and 70-40 on Dec. 6 to 
Minonk Fieldcrest. 
Against Fieldcrest, MJ 
Louck had 13 points and 
five rebounds. Against 
Kewanee, JP Sloan had 22 
points, Louck scored 15 

and Braden Murphy 
scored 10. 
   The Wildcats are to play 
either for 11th place at 
noon Saturday or for ninth 
place at 1:30 p.m. Satur-
day. The opponent will be 
Peru St. Bede or Bureau 
Valley, depending on other 
tournament results. 
   Sloan had 18 points, 
eight rebounds and three 
steals Dec. 5 in a 36-33 
non-tournament victory 
over North Fulton. Louck 
scored 12. 
   • Stark County Girls (3-3) 
– The Rebels produced 
their highest point total of 
the season in a 54-39 vic-
tory over Peoria Christian 

on Dec. 4. 
   Coley Johnston had 25 
points and seven re-
bounds, Sophie Finnegan 
scored 12 and had three 
assists and Hallie Newton 
grabbed eight rebounds 
and also had three assists. 
   On Monday, Stark 
County visited Kewanee 
and dropped a 46-27 deci-
sion, scoring single digits 
in each quarter. 
   • Galva Girls (1-6) – The 
Wildcats lost their third 
game in a row on Tuesday, 
falling at home to Henry-
Senachwine, 42-32. Galva 
also lost to Midland 60-30 
on Dec. 2, and to Kewa-
nee 71-44 on Dec. 4.  

Continued from Page 12

FOR ANSWERS SEE PAGE 14

TOP 10 MOVIES

   1. TELEVISION: What is the name of the 
bloodhound featured on the sitcom "The 
Beverly Hillbillies"? 
   2. HISTORY: Which Chinese dynasty 
mostly built the Great Wall? 
   3. MOVIES: Which 2003 movie is about 
juveniles who are sentenced to work at a 
desert camp? 
   4. MUSIC: Which famous song begins 
with the line, "Hello darkness, my old 
friend..."? 
   5. ANATOMY: What's another name for 
the patella? 
   6. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capital of 
Chile? 
   7. FOOD & DRINK: Who perfected the 
Champagne method? 
   8. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What are the 
national flowers of Japan? 
   9. LITERATURE: Who wrote the novel 
"Love in the Time of Cholera"? 
   10. SCIENCE: Which wire is usually the 
main "hot" one in electrical work? 

Answers 
1. Duke. 
2. The Ming dynasty. 
3. "Holes." 
4. "The Sound of Silence" by Simon & 
Garfunkel. 
5. Kneecap. 
6. Santiago. 
7. A Benedictine monk named Dom 
Perignon. 
8. The cherry blossom and the 
chrysanthemum. 
9. Gabriel Garcia Marquez. 
10. Black, although red also can be hot in 
two-wire circuits. 

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. Zootopia 2 (PG)  
2. Wicked: For Good (PG)  
3. Now You See Me: Now You Don't (PG-
13)  
4. Predator: Badlands (PG-13)  
5. The Running Man (R)  
6. Eternity (PG-13)  
7. Rental Family (PG-13)  
8. Hamnet PG-13) 
9. Sisu: Road to Revenge (R)  
10. Nuremberg PG-13) 
 
(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc. 

FOR SALE 
• You cut Christmas trees and 
wreaths, free shake and bale. Merkle 
Ridge Christmas Trees  (two miles 
south of Tanner’s on Rt. 40), Open 
Friday & Saturday 9am-4pm, Sunday 
Noon-4 pm. For appointment call 
(309) 249-3140. 
• HOME for sale by owner, 630 Mis-
sion Drive, Kewanee, Illinois. Attached 
garage and brand new detached ga-
rage, covered patio, all appliances 
stay, gas forced air furnace with cen-
tral air. Asking price $169,900. Call 
(309) 238-8351 

.SERVICES 
• Sellers Trucking: hauling grain, call 
(309) 540-9027. 
• REMODELING & REPAIR: Most 
types of quality home remodeling and 
repairs including doors, thermopane 
vinyl replacement windows, interior 
painting and electrical, by Denny 
Miller. Over 25 years of experience. 
We also do kitchens, baths, decks, 
steps and more. Small jobs welcome! 
Call me at (309) 995-3364. 
 • SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, farm 
equipment, grain bins, and also doing 
total farm clean up. Call Doug Lofgren 

at Spoon River Salvage (309) 299-
8531. 
• BEAT RISING HEATING BILLS with 
the proven technology of a Classic 
Edge Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today for budget-
friendly warmth!  (309) 565-4300. 

FOR RENT 
• WYOMING: 104 East Elm, Wyo-
ming. Two bedroom apartment, $500 
per month plus utilities, $400 deposit, 
work and landlord references re-
quired, no smoking, no pets. Call 
(612) 940-5208.

    CLASSIFIEDS
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The Prairie News Sports

Rebels home for the holidays 
Stark County boys holding five-team Xmas tourney

By NICK VLAHOS 
For The Prairie News 

    The Country Roads 
Classic is intended to take 
the Stark County boys 
basketball team home for 
the holidays. 
   A first-year tournament, 
the five-team round robin 
is to begin Saturday in 
Toulon. Each team is to 
play twice Saturday, then 
twice Dec. 20 in the two-
day event.  
   In addition to showing 
off the new Stark County 
gymnasium, which 
opened last season, the 
tournament will give the 
Rebels a chance to breathe 
a little, according to 
Coach Kane Mastin. The 
new event replaces on the 
Stark County schedule the 
usual post-Christmas holi-
day-tournament appear-
ance at Erie. 
   Many of the Stark 
County basketball players 
also were on the school’s 
football team that qual-
ified for the Class 1A state 
playoffs. That scenario 
happens more years than it 
doesn’t, which leads to 
perhaps too busy a sched-
ule, Mastin suggested. 

   “We’re a football school 
where basketball is not al-
ways the top priority,” he 
said. “To get kids excited 
to play games the day 
after Christmas is difficult.  
   “Having the new gym 
and having the opportu-
nity to maybe do some-
thing at home before 
Christmas, I think it’ll be 
great for rejuvenating the 
energy with the program, 
to get the kids five or six 
days off between Christ-
mas and New Year’s and 

hit the ground running for 
conference season.” 
   Mastin said most of his 
players’ families support 
the plan. Playing in a tra-
ditional holiday tourna-
ment requires either a long 
trip – Erie is more than an 
hour north of Toulon – or 
a short trip to Princeville, 
where most of the field 
consists of teams Stark 
County plays during the 
regular season. 
   The new tourney might 
already be a success. Ac-
cording to Mastin, spon-
sors have pledged about 
$7,000. Mastin’s goal was 
$2,500. Part of that is to 
cover new road uniforms. 
   “Our travel uniforms 
now are essentially crepe 
paper. Very thin,” Mastin 
said about the current, old 
duds. “It seems like 
there’s no losing in this 
situation, other than 
maybe taking a few days 
off where we might get a 
little rusty. 
   “I’m just hoping that it 
turns into a tradition 
where the community can 
really build around. When 
they think of holiday bas-

Continued on Page 7

Country Roads 
Classic 

Saturday, Dec. 13 
   10 a.m. - Lowpoint-Wash-
burn vs. Dunlap JV 
   11:30 - DePue vs. Manito 
Midwest Central 
   1 p.m. - Stark County vs. 
Dunlap JV 
   2:30 – DePue vs. Lowpoint-
Washburn 
   4  – Stark County vs. Mid-
west Central 

Saturday, Dec. 20 
   10 a.m. - Midwest Central 
vs. Dunlap JV 
   11:30 - Stark County vs. 
Lowpoint-Washburn 
   1 p.m. - DePue vs. Dunlap 
JV 
   2:30 - Midwest Central vs. 
Lowpoint-Washburn 
   4 - Stark County vs. DePue 
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