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lllinois’ grocery tax to end, aquifer protections begin

Hot news tip?
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By BEN SZALINSKI
and BRENDEN MOORE

Capitol News lllinois

The on-again, off-again Illinois
statewide 1% grocery tax will go

away on Jan. 1, though many
people will continue to pay it at
the local level.

Data compiled by the Illinois
Municipal League shows that

656 municipalities — a little more

than half of the state’s number —
have passed an ordinance estab-
lishing their own grocery tax.
Those communities are home to
7.2 million people, or 56.5% of
the state’s population. Three

Cattle supply

counties — Washington, Wabash
and Moultrie — have also ap-
proved countywide grocery
taxes.

Gov. JB Pritzker signed a bill
in 2024 eliminating the 1% state-
wide grocery tax, which he
touted as a measure to ease res-
idents’ tax burden. But because
the revenue from the state
grocery tax went to municipal
governments rather than state
coffers, the measure allowed
local governments to levy their
own 1% tax via ordinance, rather
than a referendum to voters.

Here are some other laws that

will take effect in the new year:
Hotel soaps phased out

The phase-out of small, single-
use plastic bottles in Illinois hotel
rooms continues.

Senate Bill 2960, passed and
signed into law in 2024, bars ho-
tels from providing toiletries
such as shampoo, conditioner
and bath soap in less than six-
ounce plastic containers unless
specifically requested by the
hotel guest.

The ban took effect in hotels
with 50 or more rooms on July 1
and takes effect for all hotels
starting in 2026. Hotels in viola-

tion will receive a written warn-
ing for the first offense and be
subject to fines of up to $1,500
for each subsequent violation.

The legislation is intended to
spur the state’s hospitality indus-
try to reduce its plastic footprint
by shifting to either refillable
toiletry containers or larger plas-
tic bottles.

Similar laws have been
enacted in California, New York
and Washington.

Squatter removal

Senate Bill 1563 will make it
easier for authorities to remove
squatters who are illegally stay-

ing at someone else’s residence.
The law clarifies that a court-
ordered eviction is not required
for police to remove squatters
from a person’s home, and police
can enforce criminal trespassing
charges against a squatter.
Pritzker signed the bill in July
after squatters moved into a
home next door to Rep. Marcus
Evans in Chicago. According to
ABC-7, Chicago Police told
homeowners they couldn’t re-
move the squatters from the
home and the homeowners
would have to go through the
Continued on Page 2

Deck in custody

In Bureau County Jail after arrest on
outstanding Stark County warrant

remains low

Possible increases in
domestic herd in 2026

By RHIANNON BRANCH
FarmWeek

Livestock markets in 2025 have
been more favorable than in recent
years compared to crop markets,
but a high-price environment does
not mean producers should ease up
on risk management.

Brittney Goodrich, assistant pro-
fessor of ag economics at the Uni-
versity of Illinois, points to the
cattle industry where several years
of drought have drastically cut do-
mestic beef supplies and border
closures due to New World Screw-
worm have interfered with imports,
pushing prices higher.

“During this last year, we haven’t
decreased the herd size as much as
we had previously. We’ve also not

Tight supplies of cattle in the U.S. continue to keep pressure on the markets heading into
2026. Photo by Catrina Rawson of FarmWeek.

slaughtered as high of a percentage
of cows and heifers as we had in
previous years. So, there may be
some modest indications that we’re
starting to think about expansion,
but it’s going to be slow,” Goodrich
told FarmWeek. “USDA projects

no real significant expansion until
between 2026 and 2027, then we
might start to see herd sizes in-
crease, which would put downward
pressure on feeder and fed cattle
prices.”

Continued on Page 4
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By JEFF LAMPE
For The Prairie News

The saga of Caleb A.
Deck continues.

The man whose alleged
criminal activity helped
perma-
nently close
the Wyo-
ming Driv-
ers and
Motor Ve-
hicles Facil-
ity was
recently ar-
rested by
Chillicothe police.

Deck, 48, was wanted on
a Stark County warrant
and is being held in the
Bureau County Jail. He is
serving a 120-day sentence
for driving on a suspended
license, Stark County
State’s Attorney Austin
King said.

Deck is scheduled to ap-

Deck

pear Jan. 12 in Stark
County Circuit Court. He
had been on the lam since
failing to report to Stark
County Jail on June 2. At
that time, a warrant for his
arrest was issued.

Deck faces other
charges, ranging from un-
lawful use of a weapon by
a felon, burglary, aggra-
vated assault of a peace of-
ficer, theft, criminal
trespass to state land, do-
mestic battery and escape
from a penal institution.

The decision to close the
Wyoming DMV was made
in March 2025 after Deck
was arrested in front of the
building. Deck was also ar-
rested there Oct. 15, 2024,
when police found drugs,
stolen items and a home-
made explosive device in
his apartment above the
DMV office.
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Bradford Village Clerk Needed

Part-Tiers
Houwrs s be Bexible o sccommadate mestings

Core Hesponsiblifles Include: Record Kesping, Mosting
Managemant, Elsction C aticn, and Administrative Suppcat
Must adac compliste FOHA training

Chalification and Shills will include stromg ongeniraticnall skilly,
attenticn 1o detail. computer bnowledge, mulilasking capabilitin,
and good commuenication skille

Fleane acquine an application o1 the Village Hall in Braford beteemn
Bam and 2 pm. Monday through Thamday or 10 am. b 2 pum. on
Friday, Each applicant will naed o Background chach balore
amploymesd

NEW PRICE!
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debtached garage

4 215 E. Kallogy Ave.

118 L. 10th 5t - Kewanee- $51,500.
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SOLD B‘l!' DEBEIE!

T bedrooss | 1 baih. § Cor garags

| T .
516 5. Peoria 5t Braddord - 5123,500
¥ bedrooms! 1 Bath. 2-car detached gansge! Fenced yad.

NEW LAWS: Include safer gear for firefighters

Continued from Page 1
eviction process in Cook

County court, which can
take months.
Drinking-water protections

Senate Bill 1723 bans
carbon sequestration — the
process of capturing and
storing carbon by injecting
it underground — within an
area that overlies,
underlies, or passes
through a U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency-
designated sole-source
aquifer.

The new law applies to
the footprint of the Maho-
met Aquifer, which is the
main source of drinking
water for more than
500,000 people across a
15-county area in central
Illinois.

It comes as Illinois,
especially downstate, is
targeted for carbon seques-
tration projects due to the
state’s favorable geology
and the availability of fed-
eral tax credits.

Studies, including those
conducted by researchers
at the University of I1li-
nois, have found minimal
risk to water sources from
sequestration activity.

But the legislation was a
priority for central Illinois
community activists, envi-
ronmental advocates and a
bipartisan cadre of local
lawmakers with zero risk
tolerance due to the lack of
a clear alternative water
source if the aquifer were
tainted.

Safer gear for firefighters

[linois will take first
steps towards requiring

t-ir

Ho e & P

Debbie Wright

(309) 883-2617
6] 7ls]s ol ifizh
m : -
® @ ®

NORTHPOINT EEThTES EI..IE-DWISEEI-H

Call Debhie Wright - (309] 883-2617 icon

Broker, Realtor®,

* Licensed in [llinois
dwright@melfosterco.com

SRES®, CR5, ABR

safer gear for firefighters.

Under House Bill 2409,
manufacturers of fire-
fighter turnout gear start-
ing in 2026 must provide
written notice if their pro-
ducts contain PFAS, also
known as “forever chemi-
cals.”

Numerous scientific
studies have linked expo-
sure to PFAS to an in-
creased risk of developing
various forms of cancer.

Manufacturers will be
banned from selling turn-
out gear and personal pro-
tective equipment
containing PFAS alto-
gether starting on Jan. 1,
2027.

Lift-assist fees

House Bill 2336 allows
municipalities or fire dis-
tricts to charge assisted-liv-
ing facilities or nursing
homes for calls to fire de-
partments requesting help
lifting a resident when it is
not an emergency.

The bill was an initiative
of the Illinois Municipal
League, which argued the
calls to fire departments
for the nonemergency
service are a burden on
local governments and
shift liabilities for injuries
that happen during the pro-
cess to fire departments
rather than the facility.

Stadium funding

Senate Bill 2772 adds
women’s professional
sports to the types of facil-
ities the Illinois Sports Fa-
cilities Authority can
oversee. Current law only
allows the ISFA to oversee
sports facilities for base-
ball, football and auto rac-
ing.

The bill is not designed
to move any team’s sta-
dium proposals forward,
though the Chicago Stars
women’s soccer team has
previously been reported to
be interested in building a
new stadium with help
from state funding.

The bill was the only

one related to sports-sta-
dium funding that ad-
vanced in Springfield in
2025. The Chicago Bears
committed earlier this year
to building a stadium in
Arlington Heights but are
still waiting for approval
from the village and strug-
gling to find support in
Springfield for funding.
Public-official privacy

House Bill 576 allows
state lawmakers, constitu-
tional officers and state’s
attorneys, among others, to
request that their personal
information be redacted on
public websites.

Public officials would be
able to use their campaign
funds to pay for personal
security services and secu-
rity upgrades to their
home, including security
systems, cameras, walls,
fences and other physical
improvements.

Rewilding

House Bill 2726 allows
the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources to im-
plement rewilding as a
conservation strategy for
the state.

This could entail the re-
storation of land to its nat-
ural state and the
reintroduction of native
species, especially apex
predators and keystone
species like bison and bea-
Vers.

[llinois is believed to be
the first state to codify the
strategy into law.

Reservation app
regulations

State lawmakers voted
this year to crackdown on
third-party restaurant reser-
vation apps.

House Bill 2456 pro-
hibits third-party reserva-
tion services from selling
reservations without a res-
taurant’s permission. Res-
taurants are still allowed to
partner with the services.

Paid time off to pump
breast milk

Senate Bill 212 man-

dates employers to com-
pensate mothers who take
breaks at work to pump
breast milk for up to a year
after their child is born.
The bill prohibits em-
ployers from requiring em-
ployees to use paid leave
time for pumping.
Naloxone in libraries

House Bill 1910 requires
that libraries maintain a
supply of opioid-overdose
medication, like naloxone.
This drug is often adminis-
tered through a nasal spray
like Narcan. The law also
requires that at least one
staff member be trained to
identify overdoses and ad-
minister the drug.

Police training on sexual

assault

Senate Bill 1195, also
known as Anna’s Law, re-
quires police officers in
training to participate in
trauma-informed pro-
grams, procedures and
practices that are designed
to reduce trauma for vic-
tims. The bill is named
after Anna Williams, a sub-
urban resident who
brought the initiative to
lawmakers following her
own experience with a sex-
ual-assault investigation.
The bill takes effect in
January.

Predatory towing

Senate Bill 2040 gives
the Illinois Commerce
Commission new powers
to punish predatory towing
companies which some-
times tow cars under false
pretenses only to charge
drivers afterwards. The
ICC-backed law allows the
agency to revoke towing
licenses, impound tow

trucks and more.

Jerry Nowicki contributed to
this story.

Capitol News Illinois is a non-
profit, nonpartisan news service
that distributes state government
coverage to hundreds of news out-
lets statewide. It is funded prima-
rily by the lllinois Press
Foundation and the Robert R.
McCormick Foundation.

Why Shopping Local Is Essential
to Wyoming’s Future

Small towns across America are facing a slow but steady decline, and Wyoming is
no exception, As more spending shifts to online retailers and big-box chains, local
businesses strugghe to survive, The reality is simple; small towns are dying if we

den't support tham.

When we choose o shop locally, we do far more than make a purchase, We keep
cur dollars circulating within our own community. Local businesses hire local
workers, pay lecal taxes, and reinvest in the town, That money strengthens

Wyoming's economy in 8 way cutside retailers never can,

But the impact isn't just inancial. Duwr local shops give Wyoming its identity — the
familiar storefronts, the friendly grestings, the places that make our town leel Bke
home. When a business closes, we lose more than a service. We lose a pieca of

who we are.

Local businesses also support the heartbeat of community ife. They sponsor
youth sports, denate to school events, contribute to fundraisers, and show up
when the town needs them, They are not just businesses; they are neighbors,
Choosing to shop lecal is choosing to invest in the future of Wyoming. It is
choosing a community over convenience, If we want our town to stay strong,
vibrant, and alive, it will be because we support the businosses that support us,

The future of Wyoming is in our hands —
and in our shopping choices.

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties




www.illinoisweeklies.com

THE PRAIRIE NEWS e January 2, 2026

Page 3

PUBLIC RECORD

Incidents & Accidents
Stark County

12-15 - Tiara R. Henderson, 26,
Toulon, was cited for speeding 75
mph in a 55 zone.

12-16 - Hannah E. Robinson, 18,
Toulon, was cited for speeding 80
mph in a 55 zone.

12-18 - Jerry E. Sander, 52, La-
Fayette, was arrested for domestic
battery. Sander was taken into cus-
tody and extradited to the Bureau
County Jail. On Dec. 19, Sander ap-
peared in court and was released
with conditions to have no contact
with the victim. He was scheduled
with a new court date.

12-19 - Dustin L. Waldron, 37,
East Peoria, was cited for driving
without a valid driver’s license and
operating a vehicle with a sus-
pended registration due to man-
datory insurance violation. His
vehicle was towed and impounded.
He was issued a court date to ap-
pear.

12-20 - Antonysha R. Bailey, 24,
Peoria, was cited for driving an un-
insured vehicle.

12-20 - Citations were issued to
two Kewanee residents during a
traffic stop on Illinois Route 78.
Driver Tamia R. Howell, 24, was
ticketed for illegal transportation of
cannabis by a driver and speeding
67 mph in a 55 zone. Passenger
Christieona M. Williams, 28, was
cited for illegal transportation of al-
cohol and illegal transportation of
cannabis. Howell was also found
wanted on an outstanding Peoria
County warrant for failure to appear
on an original charge for criminal
damage to property. She was extra-
dited to the Peoria County Jail.
Both Howell and Williams were
scheduled with court dates to ap-
pear in Stark County.

12-21 - Jose F. Aquino, 67, Free-
port, was ticketed for speeding 73
mph in a 55 zone.

12-21 - Tyler J. Epps, 24, Brim-
field, was ticketed for driving while
his license was suspended. His ve-
hicle was impounded and he was is-
sued a court date to appear.

12-23 - Jeremiah J. Hamilton, 30,
Peoria, was cited for driving while
his license was suspended. He was
issued a court date.

12-24 - Nicholas C. Stevenson,
26, Champaign, was ticketed for
speeding 88 mph in a 55 zone. He
was issued a court date to appear.

Peoria County Report

12-18 - Austin J. Scott, 40, of
Toulon was arrested shortly before
11:15 a.m. and accused of failure to
appear in court, according to the
Peoria County Sheriff's Office.

Galva Report

Officer dispatched:

12-15 - to the 00 block of NE 1st
Ave. to assist Ameren with an ag-
gressive dog after a possible natural
gas leak was detected.

12-15 -officer was notified of a
disabled vehicle partially blocking
Bonham Road near 1900 East. The
owner mopved the car to allow
snowplows to clean the roadway.

12-15 -to the 600 block of NW
7th St. for a verbal domestic distur-
bance and to remove an unwanted
subject.

12-15 - to the 600 block of NW
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7th St. for a loose cat inside a build-
ing complaint. Officer advised com-
plainant to contact landlord as it
wasn’t a police issue.

12-15 - to the 200 block of SW
4th St. for a verbal domestic distur-
bance.

12-16 - As the result of a traffic
stop in the 500 block of W. Division
St., Samuel Abdelkoui, 64, of
Galva, was arrested on a Henry
County warrant for failure to appear
on the charge of driving while li-
cense suspended. He was also
charged with driving without a
valid drivers license. He was re-
leased with required court dates for
both offenses.

12-17 - As the result of a traffic
stop in the 900 block of W. Division
St., Terry Yelm, 33, Kewanee, was
cited for operating a vehicle when
registration was suspended and op-
erating an uninsured vehicle. He
was released with a ourt date.

12-17 - As the result of a traffic
stop in the 00 block of NE 2nd St.,
Allison Gillum, 31, Galva, was
cited for operating a vehicle when
her drivers license was cancelled.
She was released with a court date.

12-17 - to the 500 block of NW
5th Ave. for a loose-dog complaint.

12-17 - to the 200 block of NW
2nd Ave. for a runaway juvenile
complaint. The youth returned
home a short time later.

12-18 - to the 200 block of SW
6th St. to assist a citizen.

12-18 - to the 200 block of NW
2nd St. for a child-custody dispute.
The child was located and returned
home.

12-18 - to the 200 block of NW
2nd St. for a child-custody dispute.

12-19 - o the 400 block of SW 4th
Ave. for a loose-dog complaint. Of-
ficer was not able to locate.

12-20 - to meet a resident at the
Galva Police Department to assist a
citizen with questions.

12-20 - to a residence on SW 4th
St. to check the welfare of a subject.
They were fine.

12-20 - to the north edge of town
to watch for a reckless driver that
was reportedly driving southbound
toward Galva. As the result, Brandi
York, 30, Galva, was stopped in the
600 block of N. Center Ave. and
cited for operating a vehicle when
registration suspended for man-
datory insurance and operating an
uninsured vehicle. She was released
with a required court date.

12-20 - to the 00 block of SW 4th
St. for a trespassing complaint.

12-20 - to the 300 block of SE 1st
Ave. for a loud-music complaint.
The subjects agreed to turn it down.

12-21 - Officer was dispatched to
the 300 block of SW 3rd St. for a
civil property dispute.

12-21 - to the 600 block of NE
2nd St. to assist a citizen.

12-22 - to the 400 block of SE 1st
Street for harassment through elec-
tronic communications complaint.

12-22 - to the 300 block of SW
3rd Street to assist a subject who
appeared to be suffering from a
menta-health crisis.

12-22 - to the 100 block of NE
6th Street for a two-vehicle accident
with damage only.

12-22 - While patrolling, officer
located a vehicle that appeared to be
broken down in the 1000 block of
SE 2nd St.

12-23 - to the 00 block of SW 6th
St. for a loose-dog complaint. The
owner picked the dog up.

12-23 - to the 300 block of Front
St. to remove an unwanted subject.

12-24 - to the 200 block of S. Ex-
change St. to remove an unwanted
subject who was causing a distur-
bance. The subject was a sex of-
fender and was ultimately
transported to the Galva Police De-
partment, where a sex offender reg-
istration form was completed. The
form was completed and emailed to
Henry County for LEADS entry.

12-24 - to the 300 block of Front
St. to remove an unwanted patron.

12-24 - to the 300 block of Com-
mercial St. for a disturbance involv-
ing a patron damaging property.

12-25 - to the 300 block of Com-
mercial St. to remove an unwanted
subject who was causing a distur-
bance. The subject was removed
and transported to a nearby town.

12-25 - to the 900 block of SE
2nd St. for a criminal damage to ve-
hicle complaint after a rear window
was found to be broken.

12-25 - to the 800 block of NE 1st
Ave. for an illegal fireworks com-
plaint.

12-25 - along with Henry County
deputies, to the 900 block of SE
2nd St. to attempt to serve a war-
rant. As a result, Matthew Reges,
29, Galva, was arrested on a Henry
County warrant for failing to appear
on a theft charge. He was also given
a notice to appear in court on a
charge of obstructing justice after
giving officer a different name on
an earlier complaint. He was taken
to the Henry County Jail.

12-26 - to the 00 block of SW 2nd
St. for a civil standby to exchange
property.

12-26 - to the 100 block of Main
St. for a loose pit bull complaint.
The dog was secured by its owner.

12-27 - to the 600 block of NW
7th St. for a loose dog complaint.

12-28 - to the 700 block of NW
4th St. to assist a subject who ap-
peared to be suffering from a men-
tal health crisis.

12-28 - to the 200 block of NW
2nd Ave. for a disturbance com-
plaint involving an out-of-control
juvenile.

12-28 - to the 700 block of NW
4th St. to assist a subject apparently
having a mental-health crisis.

12-28 - to the 200 block of SW
2nd Ave for an activated burglar
alarm.
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Job Announcement

RESOURCE CONSERVATIONIST

The Sdark County Soil and Water Conservation District is
seeking a Resource Consanvationist. Duties include imple-
manting and managing conservation programs and providing
education i promobe soll and waler consendation practices
Qualifications: Bachelors degree prefemed [bul not required)
in agriculture, natural rescurces, of related feld, Agriculiural
background, enginesring knowledge, and Microsofl Office
{Word, Excel, and Outlcok) experience beneficial. The ideal
candidate would possess the following skills/characteristics:
Sa¥-motivated, organized, delail oriented, ability bo mulki-
Lk, work independently within a team, snd excellent aral,
wiritien, and interpersonal commiunscation skills,

Required: Abdity to perfomm Beld work in varous conditions,
Some lifting required. Must have a valid driver's ficense. Em-
ployment contingend wpen receiving a satisfactory United
States Depariment of Agricutture background investigation.
Salwry commensurate with education and work experience.
Thee Stark County SWCD is an equal opportunity emplayer.

Mlail covwer letter and resume bo:
Stark County SWCD
Attn: Hiring Commithes
T4198 State Route 17,
Toulon, | 61483

Or email starkcountyswedi@gmail. com
Please submit by COB onJanuary 23, 2026
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QUUALITY

FARM TILING, INC.

‘Ualy ok o Fareee Freafp Fecm

Laser Controlled
WESTON STAHL

Bradford, IL

16351 Twip, B, 1150
(309) 897-B256 Home - (309] 238-3291 Maobile

— .

' \alley MiFF
E Board
anding Patential In Ew:r, l.l;rg

| (309) 370-1217

e ) s————
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The Annual Meeting of the

Stark County Junior Fair will be held on

Thursday, January 8th, 2026
at 6 p.m.
at the Stark County
Junior Fairgrounds in Wyoming, IL
for Stark County residents
18 or older.
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Have a Safe and Happy

NEW YEAR!

Bell Trucking Co.
m1 since 1933 family owned
Closing at noon on 12/31. Reopening 1/5/26.

+ General Trucking » Rock, Gravel & Sand
* Hauling * Ready-Mix Concrete  + Ship by Truck

CATTLE: New World Screwworm a consideration

Continued from Page 1

USDA reported an estimated 11.7
million head of cattle on feed as of
Dec. 1, down 2% from last year.
Placements in feedlots (1.6 million
head) declined 11% while market-
ings of fed cattle (1.52 million head)
were down 12% from a year ago.

Despite slow progress to rebuild
the U.S. cattle herd, beef markets ex-
perienced some downward price
movements this year and recently fell
from the peaks seen in September.

“I think that was just a seasonal
thing that we kind of expected to
happen, it was just much more dras-
tic than we’re used to seeing,” Good-

HAPPUNLW ULAR!

The City of Galva

wishes you

rich said. “But that’s kind of high-
lighting that even in these relatively
good times, there can be huge price
swings that we need to be prepared
for.”

Goodrich said all livestock pro-
ducers should keep in mind even in
times of high prices there is down-
side price risk.

“Things like knowing your cost of
production and hedging, if you’re
large enough in futures and options
markets, can be good tools to use,”
she said. “There’s also a relatively
new risk management tool provided
by USDA that is basically a subsi-
dized option for hogs, feeder cattle

VO

dand

EST. 10%2

A

1 HAPPY NEW YEAI

and fed cattle. Folks can use that to
protect against some of that down-
side price movement if they’re not
big enough to be a player in the fu-
tures and options markets.”

Livestock producers should con-
tinue to monitor the situation with
New World Screwworm into 2026.

“If they open live cattle imports
back up from Mexico, that may put
some downward pressure on our beef
prices here in the U.S., particularly
on the feeder and fed cattle side,” she
said.

This story was distributed through a cooper-
ative project between Illinois Farm Bureau and

the Illinois Press Association. For more food
and farming news, visit FarmWeekNow.com

1
- GREE |
ST YOLL & Seld

s

GALVA=IL ~

303 S.E. 8th Ave. Galva, IL 61434
(309) 932-2021
(309) 312-0632 (Steve's Cell)

* KATHLEEN RYAN
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Aftoenay Af Lew
(309) 253-2487 (c)
Available in Stark County
on Tuesday and Friday ol
by Appointment renovations

basement finishing

ALLENIAprsion

Town . Building . Interior . Garden
- ER e

A Winter Design Destination - Worth the Short Drive
Allenia Space offers a thoughtful place to plan rencvations, refresh interiars,
amd make confident design decisions—before the busy Spring season begins

and your family
a HAPPY 2026!

outdoor living spaces

WWW.HBEST.COM | 309-932-2124

STECL FARNICATION - LASCE CUTTIRG - FOWEER COATING - DISPFLATS

BESTIN CLASS
QUALITY | PEOFLE | COMMUNITY | SERVICE

Aaron Ehnle
3!’.19._350.5409

e

PRECISION AG

Procision I:'];.mling

kitchens
haths

¥ .-
remodels Planter

3420 W. Akron Rd, Intelli W

Edelstein, IL 61526

‘i\; Leezer
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UPCOMING FARMLAND AUCTIONS

OPEM HOUSE HOURS
Thursdays & Fridays | 47 PM
Saturdays | 11 AM = & PM

Aelaxed open howrs for browsing and
nfarmal design guidance over wanm
drinks. No apposintmeant requinsd

MAKERS SPOTLIGHT EVENING
Friday, January 30 | 5-7 PM FREE

A curated evening featuning local makers
and thoughtfully crafted home goods

LOCATION

Alkwrila Space Design Lounga & Shop
330 Front Street, Galva, IL 61434

An ey dine from the Quad Cites

RSVE [ INQUIRIES

(B09) T4-2040 / FB AlleniaSpace
desigiidallenipspace

weae allaniadesign.oom

Stronger Connections

Installation
Lifetime Gig
Contract Buyout up to
Service

Call or Text Nick Today at

| 265 Mid Cent

WINTER DESICGH CLINICS

Intimate, small-group design sessions

ke B Our BN -wWimining cesig M
Saturday, January 17 | 2-&% PM
FOUNDATIONAL SESSHIN
Designing Before You Renovote:
What to Declde First — $40
From lyout ta lighting, finishes, and the
critezal decisions belore consimuction
February (date announced soon)
Paint, Lighting & Layout: Affordoble
Ways to Change o Reom — $45
Later Topics Formhouse Modernization
Without Logsing Chomoher, Rencvation Bion

MOTE All event fees ane credited toward
future Allenia design senices

DESIGH COMSULTATIOMNS Starnts
Limited Winter availabilicy
‘Wirtual J in-Home Ly AppeHnLment

at 5158

FOR SALE — Online Auctions

January 21": Ted Fairfield Auction; 35.4 Acres Stark County

o PLSW % of Sec 24, 12N SE, West Jersey Twp.
o PL119.7

January 23": Juanita Murray Auction; 98.23 Acres Stark County

o Prof Ne % of Sec 22, 13N 5E, Goshen Twp.
e PI: 1293

January 30™: Jacobson Auction; 63.2 Acres Stark County

» Tract 1: Pt SW Y4 of Sec 34, 13N 6E, Toulon Twp.
» PI: 1072

REGISTER TO BID:; www.leezerfarmland.com
Select “Online Auction” Box

o | Fainnesy, [L BMI

Vi ol 17 M areas

/
BROKER:
John LeezerDesignated Managing Broker

JOHN: (309) 286-2221
John@leezeragency.com

Ben Leazer Broker

BEN: (309) 338-1270
Benileszeragency.com

127 W Main St. Toulon, IL 61483

Ui Braire fes. ? 3
M ﬁax ar,
e | e
PRONCTE 1R BLSOESS Bob Baer ..o,
umlmmm}m HEN (309) 657-0571
3%286.2155 o mybackyard2@gmail.com

The Voice of Stark and eastern Henry Counties
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Crystal D. Clair

CHILLICOTHE - Crystal Diane
Clair, 70, of Chillicothe, IlL.,
formerly of Loraine, Ill., passed
away at 2:37 p.m.
on Tuesday, Dec.
23,2025, in Peo-
ria.

She was born
on Nov. 16, 1955,
in Kewanee, to
James and Martha
(Peterson) Mock.
Crystal graduated
from Toulon High
School where she
was a member of the cheer team.

She married Darrell King in 1976.
Together, they raised two sons, Nic
and Thad. She served as the library
media center specialist at Victoria
Grade School and later as secretary
at ROWVA High School.

She later married Randy Clair on
Jan. 1, 2002, at Centennial Ebenezer
Church in Loraine. Crystal went
back to college at John Wood Com-
munity College and worked as the
bookkeeper for the Village of Men-
don. Alongside her husband, Randy,
Crystal was dedicated to managing
their organic farm, where she con-
tinually developed her skills in oper-
ating equipment for their
composting and farming business.

Crystal was an active member of
Madison Park Church in Quincy,
I11., and the Illinois Stewardship Al-
liance. Her hobbies included sew-
ing, reading, gardening, mowing
and farming. She was an avid fa-
natic of her grandchildren’s sporting
and music events.

She is survived by two sons, Nic
(Karin) King of Bates City, Mo. and
Thad (Alison) King of Chillicothe;
seven grandchildren, Isabella,
Kaiser, Miles, Kason, Blair, Lily
and Blythe; sister Cynthia (Robert)
Hatfield of Toulon, Ill.; brothers-in-
law Dan Clair of Loraine and Ted
(Sylvia) Clair of Pueblo, Colo.; spe-
cial sisters-in-law Crystal (Dean)
Mock Rosebecke of Lafayette, IlI.,
and Rosemary (Gary) Brickman of
Ursa; many nieces and nephews;
and several close friends.

Crystal was preceded in death by
her parents; brother Randy Mock;
and her husband, Randy.

A visitation will be held on Friday,
Jan. 2, 2026, at 1 p.m. at the Triplett
Funeral Home in Mendon, I1l. A
celebration of Crystal’s life will fol-
low at 2 p.m. Pastor Keith Ehres-
man will officiate. Inurnment will
immediately follow at the Ebe-
neezer Cemetery. Memorials may be
made to the Christian Center at
4100 N Brandywine Dr, Peoria, IL
61614 to benefit youth sports.

You are invited to share your con-
dolences at www.triplettfuneral-
homes.com.

Jennie L. Garms
ESTHERVILLE, Iowa — Jennie
Lynn Garms, 61, of Estherville,
Iowa, died Dec. 18, 2025, sur-
rounded by her loved ones at Avera

Clair

Health in Sioux Falls, S.D.

She was born on April 3,1964, in
Kewanee, the daughter of Louis and
Kathryn (Cass)
Garms. She grad-
uated from Kewa-
nee High School
and Blackhawk
College with a de-
gree in nursing.

Jennie is sur-
vived by her son,
Craig Garms of
Silvis; daughter,
Courtney Garms of Peoria; grand-
daughter, Natalie Powers, and
Natalie’s father, Mason Powers of
Estherville; and two siblings, Chris-
tina (Brian) Carlson of Galva and
Bill (Jackie) Garms of Kewanee.

She was preceded in death by her
parents; a granddaughter, Lauren
Trussen;, and brother-in-law Brian
Carlson.

A private funeral will be held at a
later date.

Betty A. Graves

BRADFORD - Betty Ann (Cle-
venger) Graves, 59, of Bradford,
passed away suddenly and unex-
pectedly on Dec. 20, 2025, days be-
fore her 60th birthday.

Betty Ann was raised on the
family farm out-
side of Walnut,
I11., by her par-
ents, Herman
“Tex” Clevenger
and Donna Cle-
venger (Full). It
was there that she
grew up riding
and showing
horses—Iearning
responsibility, resilience and a love
for the simple, steady rhythms of
life.

She lived a life rooted in love,
faith and generosity, and nowhere
was that more evident than in her
marriage to her beloved husband,
Mark Allen Graves. Married on
June 2, 1990, they shared 35 years
of devoted partnership. Their love
was singular and steadfast — marked
by loyalty, tenderness and a shared
faith. Together they built a home
that felt safe, warm and full of love.
No one loved Betty Ann the way
Mark did and he mourns her deeply.

On the morning of her passing,
she made Mark biscuits — an ordi-
nary, tender act that perfectly re-
flected the quiet way she loved.

Betty Ann was nurturing in the
way that shapes a life. As a mother,
she was steady, present and end-
lessly giving. She played board
games every day, read bedtime
stories every night and almost al-
ways said yes to “just one more.”
Trips to the grocery store always in-
cluded choosing a special snack. If
someone was hungry, she fed them
— no questions asked. Her care was
instinctive and constant.

Mornings often began with coun-
try music playing loudly as it

Garms

Graves

Providing peace of mind for you and your family

RUX

FUNERAL HOMES

Kewanee | 309-853-4100
Galva | 309-932-2400
Williamsfield | 309-639-4221

www.ruxfuneralhome.com
ruxfuneral@yahoo.com

We Cover The News of West-Central lllinois With A Passion

floated up the stairs. She loved
music and was an avid reader, find-
ing comfort, joy and companionship
in both. Her love showed up quietly
— doing the dishes, sweeping the
floor, leaving small trinkets behind,
or arriving with strawberries or
treats in hand.

She had the sweetest giggle —a
soft, joyful “hehehehe” that bubbled
up when something truly delighted
her. She loved to joke and laugh,
and her warmth put people instantly
at ease. She never had a bad word to
say about anyone and had a rare gift
for making people feel seen, re-
membered and loved.

Her faith was central to her life.
For 15 years, Betty Ann faithfully
served as the pastor’s wife alongside
Mark at the First Baptist Church of
Bradford. She volunteered countless
hours preparing funeral luncheons,
helping with Vacation Bible School,
Awana, youth activities and
wherever help was needed. During
the construction of the church build-
ing, she quietly organized meals for
workers — content to serve without
recognition. Many underestimated
her, but those who knew her under-
stood how much she carried, how
much she gave and how deeply she
loved. Her church family grieves
her loss profoundly.

Her heart for service extended
beyond her home and church. She
worked as an in- home aide for indi-
viduals with disabilities, a role per-
fectly suited to her patience,
compassion and ability to form
deep, genuine connections. She
treated every person with dignity
and care. She also served as a chil-
dren’s librarian in Sheffield, Ill.,
where her gentle presence and love
for children left a lasting impres-
sion.

She was creative in quiet, thought-
ful ways — arranging flowers, craft-
ing beauty from simple materials,
including a wreath made from a gar-
den hose that still hangs proudly as
a reminder of her ingenuity and
care.

She loved long phone calls with
the people she cherished, faithfully
remembered birthdays and sent
cards to mark life’s moments. She
adored her cat, especially when it
curled up contentedly on her chest.
She was patient, kind, loyal, protec-
tive, intelligent and joyful — a
woman whose presence alone could
light up a room.

She treasured her role as a grand-
mother. Caring for her granddaugh-
ter, Everly, from the time she was a
baby was one of the greatest joys of
her life. Their days were filled with
board games, laughter, backyard ad-
ventures, and plenty of treats — espe-
cially strawberries. It was a gift not
only to Everly, but to her family,
who knew she was always sur-
rounded by love.

Continued on Page 6
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Twin Towers Plaza, 456 Fulton Street, Suite 203, Peoria, IL 61602-1220
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123 West Court Street, Toulon, IL (P) 309.645.1632

deover@coverlawgroup.com www.coverlawgroup.com

_._Church Directory

Toulon Methodist Church
229 W. Main St., P.0O. Box 538, Toulon, IL. 61483
Phone (309) 286-2224
Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 286-2224 or (217) 778-1591
Toulon Sunday School 9:15 a.m., all ages & Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

LaFayette Methodist Church
lllinois Highway 17, P.0O. Box 147, LaFayette, IL. 61449
Phone (309) 995-3371
Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 995-3371 or (217) 778-1591
LaFayette Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

West Jersey United Methodist Church
lllinois Highway 78, West Jersey, IL ® Rev. Pablo Marty
Phone (217) 425-5707
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

Elmira United Presbyterian Church
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 « (309) 896-3481
Services each Sunday at 9 a.m.
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852

The Gathering Church
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491
Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m.

Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491
email: info@thegathering.life
website: www.thegathering.life/
www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life

1st Congregational Church of Toulon
Reverend David Graham
218 N. Henderson St., Toulon ¢ (309) 286-4901
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com
website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org

Galva Congregational Church
Pastor Marshall Jones
211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, lllinois 61434
(809) 932-3733
Service Time 10 a.m.

First Baptist Church
“faith in truth"
211 NW 4th Ave GALVA
Main Service: Sun 10:30
Rev. Bryan Griem, Pastor
(809) 932-2713 = GalvaBaptistChurch.com

Wyoming Nazarene Church
517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491
Rev. Shawna Marsh
Sunday School: 10 a.m., All ages * Sunday Worship: 11 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer & Fellowship 5:30 to 6:30
Thursday Kids Club 5:30 to 7 p.m.
Baby Connection: Wednesday and Thursdays 9 - 11 a.m.
Facebook: Wyoming Naz

First Congregational Church
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491
(309) 695-4091
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.

Check us out on Facebook
First Congregational Church of Wyoming, lllinois

Toulon First Baptist Church
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon * (309) 286-4611
Sunday School 9 a.m. * Worship 10 a.m.
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m.
Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m.
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m.
Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com
www.ToulonBaptist.com
www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance

St. Timothy Lutheran Church
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491
allsaintsil.com

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA)
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL
Casual, family friendly Rev. Katie Gallagher
Wednesday: 4:00 p.m. "See Through the Scriptures” Bible Study,
5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall)
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. Children's Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. Adult
Discussion Group, 10:00 a.m. Worship
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com
1-309-932-3346
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL

Galva First United Methodist Church
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart
214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 « (309) 932-2460
preachinghope@gmail.com
galvafirst@gmail.com
Sunday Worship: 9:0 a.m.

Holy Trinity National Catholic Church
Father John Cramer
716 N. Tremont, Kewanee, IL
Mass - Sat. at 5 p.m., Sun. at 9 a.m., Mon.-Thurs. at 9 a.m.
Rectory Phone: 309-852-5191
Father Cramer Phone: 574-329-9292

Wyoming United Methodist Church
Pastor Rebecca Klemm
302 North Main Street PO Box 287 Wyoming, IL, 61491-
0287. 309-606-9027
Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com
Service is held at 10 a.m. Sunday morning.

Bradford Leet United Methodist Church

Boyd's Grove United Methodist Church
Leet UMC 118 E. Main St., Bradford, IL 61421
Services on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.

Boyd's Grove UMC 1976 Wyanet Walnut Rd, Bradford, IL. 61421
Services on Sundays at 9 a.m.

Rev Dan Wright
309-897-8113 309-507-1626
thewrights62@hotmail.com

Bradford Apostolic Christian Church
440 E Main St Bradford IL 61421
9:45 a.m. Sunday Worship Service and simultaneous Sunday
School pre-K thru 12+
11:00 Lunch and Fellowship, 12:15 2nd Sunday Worship
Wednesday Worship Service 7:15 pm
www.bradfordacchurch.org; info@bradfordacchurch.org
LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE
Join the directory for $150 per year. Email ads@prairie-news.com or mail information to
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC)
The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240.
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Andrews Implement Co.

GE & Hotpoint Appliances Holland Grills
@ 104 E. Main Street
GE APPLIANCES PO.Box 229
Altona, Illinois 61414

Email: andrewsimp@mymctc.net Phone: (309) 484-5591

The Ultimate Wood Heat.
LAST YEAR FOR TAX CREDIT!

uP TO

$2000 (=

Classic Edge” TAX CREDIT*

Titanium HDX  "On qualifying models and
Outdoor Wood Furnaces  installation, Call for details.

Kiavon Mechanical, LLC
22466 Hwy 91 - Kewanee, IL 61443
(309) 525 -1220

www. KlavonMechanical.com
23-0702

/\
== WYOMING

MING —
MONUMENT CO.

DEALER IN WORLD
FAMOUS GRANITE

Serving Central lllinois

(309) 695-2981

Iy

High Quality Workmanship

‘ at Reasonable Prices .

HOURS: MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 9-4
SATURDAY 9-12
SUNDAY EVENINGS BY APPOINTMENT

600 S. 7TH ST.

OBITUARIES

Continued from Page 5

Coming just weeks after the pass-
ing of her mother, Donna Clevenger,
Betty Ann’s death leaves an im-
measurable ache in the hearts of
those who loved her. She will be re-
membered for her gentleness, her
quiet strength, her faithful heart and
the countless unseen ways she cared
for others.

She is survived by her devoted
husband, Mark Allen Graves, of
Bradford; her daughter Beth Ann
Elmore and son-in-law Daniel El-
more and her beloved granddaugh-
ter, Everly, all of Dover; her father,
Herman “Tex” Clevenger, of Wal-
nut; her sister Denise Hinojosa and
brother-in-law Angel Hinojosa; her
brother, Joe Clevenger and sister-in-
law Maricela Clevenger; and many
extended family members and
friends who loved her dearly.

Visitation was Friday, Dec. 26,
2025 at First Baptist Church in
Bradford, Ill. A Funeral Service was
Saturday, Dec. 27, 2025, at First

+ PREMIUM DIESEL & GASOLINE i
+ LUBRICANTS [ I
+ PROPANE

Manlius * Bradford * Cambridge * Peru

800-624-5593

ResidentialkXCommercialkYAZricultural

* Budget Billing * $50 Refer a Friend Credit

“Michlig Energy remains a local

and family owned business that
works hard to make sure our best
assets are taken care of first;

We support and believe in

- Steven Michlig, Owner/President

CALL TODAY TO ASK ABOUT OUR PETROLEUM SERVICES
* Lock in Pricing *Tank Monitoring & Keep Full Programs

Baptist Church in Bradford, with
Pastor William Carter officiating.
Burial was to follow in Bunker Hill
Cemetery in Buda, I11.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may
be given to the First Baptist Church
of Bradford, to be used at the discre-
tion of the church.

Diane K. Gradert

GALVA - Diane K. Gradert, 86, of
Galva, died at 3:50 p.m., Wednesday,
Dec. 17, 2025, at OSF Richard L.
Owens Hospice Home in Peoria.

She was born Nov. 29, 1939, in
Kewanee, the
daughter of James
and Maureen
(Jones) Durick.
She married Del-
mar L. “Del”
Gradert on Oct.
18, 1958, in Ke-
wanee. Survivors
include her hus-
band of Galva; her
three children, Kurt (Jennifer) Grad-
ert of Somonauk, I11., Mike Gradert

Gradert

of Galva and Lisa Lutz of Arkdale,
Wis.; nine grandchildren; and 27
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her
parents; sister, Mary Beth Huls-
lander; and her daughter, Leslie
Wooten.

Diane attended Villa de Chantal in
Rock Island and graduated from Ke-
wanee High School in 1957. She was
a member of Saint John Paul II Par-
ish in Kewanee. She enjoyed crafting
and oil painting and had taught paint-
ing classes in Sandwich.

Diane loved her dog, Edee, and
was devoted to her family and cher-
ished the time spent with them.

Cremation will be accorded and no
services are planned. Private inurn-
ment will be held at a later date. Me-
morials may be directed to OSF
Richard L. Owens Hospice Home in
Peoria. Rux Funeral Home in Galva
is assisting the family with arrange-
ments.

our CUSTOMERS
and EMPLOYEES.

<

our small communities!”

V 2P BUILDERS, INC.

Commercial - Residential - Agriculture
www.blunierbuilders.com

Quality Post-Frame Construction Throughout lllinois

—

LUNIER

309-467-4847

LEGAL ADS

CLOVER TOWNSHIP FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
ANNUAL REPORT
Statement of cash receipts and disbursements for the year
beginning May 1, 2024, through April 30, 2025.

SUMMARY OF CASH RECEIPTS
AND DISBURSEMENTS
Cash Balance, May 1, 2024 $278,857.81
Cash Receipts, Schedule | $241,164.33
TOTAL $520,022.14
Cash Disbursements,

Schedule Il $383,847.20
Balance, April 30, 2025 $136,174.94
SCHEDULE |
IL Comptroller/replacement tax $8,491.61
Bank Checking Interest $276.30
HC Prop Tax $217,515.49
Bank Orion - int savings $50.70
Firemen $14,131.15
Savings Interest $85.02
CD interest $437.64
Adjustment for balance purposes $176.42
TOTAL RECEIPTS $241,164.33

Cash Balance:
Farmer’s State Bank checking $51,021.72

Farmer’s State Bank savings
Bank Orion Savings - 60181366
CD - 33955
TOTAL

SCHEDULE Il
Alexis Fire
Ambulance
Ameren
American Express/Visa
Bank Orion-loan
Barash &amp; Everett
Cabinet/Concrete
Don McDowell
Dues
Electrical
Fire Catt LLC
Fuel
Ideal-underwriters-insurance
Lampe-legal ads
Larry Cowser
Larry Goff
Legacy Fire
McDowell Const
MES-SCBAS

$22,669.87  Mike Berry $300.00
'$50,840.37  Misc $1,428.56
$%%-gi Motorola $240.00
%% Other $6,874.04
Pest Control $1,117.32
$g(2)(3)(7sggg Plumbing/Heating $29,029.06
$7’785:33 Point Builders $25,092.43
$9:256.51 Shanie Brown $1,515.16
$116,374.70  Supreme radio $493.06
$3,868.00 Telephone $1,125.02
$35,603.67  Tim Blaine $500.00
$650.00 USPS $403.00
$450.00  Vicker Consulting $50.00
$6,976.00  \ater $1692.00
g’ggggg Woodhull Firemen $9.630.00
$1 3’773'00 TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS $383,847.20
$;21 1 :50 __/S/_Tim Blaine, Treasurer
$500.00 Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day
$400.00 of December 2025
$504.56 _/S/__Jacqueline L. Salz, Notary Public
$13,751.74
$5,970.83  Published 1/2/26

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

Kewanee Municipal Airport Authority
An lllinois Municipal Airport , Plaintiff
Vs 2025 EV 130

Rusty Ott., Defendant

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION

The requisite Motion for Service by Publication having been filed,
notice is hereby given to you, Rusty 0tt, Defendant in the above-en-
titled cause, that the above-entitled action was filed and is now
pending.

1. The names of all Plaintiffs, the Court in which this action was

brought, and the Case Number are identified above.

2. The name of the landlord is: Kewanee Municipal Airport.

3. The premises in which this matter pertains is Hangar #3A, Ke-

wanee Municipal Airport, 3769 Midland Road, Kewanee, llli-

nois 61443.

NOW, THEREFORE, unless you, all Defendants, file your answer to
the Complaint for Forcible Entry and Detainer in this cause or other-
wise make your appearance therein, with the Henry County Circuit
Clerk, 307 W. Center Street, Cambridge, Illinois 61238, on or before
30 days after the date of this publication, a default may be entered.

/s/ Terilyn A. Motley_
Circuit Clerk

Zachary L. Lessard (ARDC #6325734) of
Barash &amp; Everett, LLC

Attorney for Petitioner

211 W. Second Street

Kewanee, IL 61443

Telephone: 309/852-5555

Fax: 309/853-8153

E-mail: zac@barashlaw.com.

Published 12/19/25, 1/2, 1/9/26

ESTATE OF

NORMAN ALLEN ANDERSEN,
Deceased.

No. 2025PR121

CLAIM NOTICE
(Publication)

tive, or both on or before June 8, 2025.

exemptions.

Or talk with your local circuit clerk’s office.

Name Barash & Everett, LLC
Attorney of Executor

Address P.0. Box 165

City Galva, IL 61434
Phone(309) 932-2001

Email: everettr@barashlaw.com

Published 12/19/25, 1/2, 1/9/26

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS

Notice is given of the death of Norman Allen Andersen. Letters of
Office were issued on December 8, 2025, to Reynolds M. Everett,
Jr. as Executor whose attorneys are Barash & Everett, LLC.

Claims against the estate may be filed in the office of the clerk of
the court, Henry County, Cambridge, lllinois or with the representa-

Any claim not filed by that date is barred. Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the representative and
to the attorney within 10 days after it has been filed.

E-filing is now mandatory for documents in civil cases with limited

To e-file, you must first create an account with an e-filing pro-
vider. Visit efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm to learn
more and to select a service provider. If you need additional help or
have trouble e-filing, visit www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/gethelp.asp.

=/ LHELPAWANTED

Writers needed to cover sports

and local board meetings for
The Prairie Netvs
Call (309) 231-6040

Wkt

Farm King

Post.

259> Gotta Hove It %4,

The Praivie News ~ »”

can be found at these fine locations in Kewanee:

Save-A-Lot Beck’s Gas Station

Sullivan Foods  PM Performance Cycle  U.S. Post Office

READ THE FINE PRINT for an ad BOGO. If you have a Kewanee address and haven't placed an ad
in The Prairie News for the last 12 months, you have an opportunity to place two black and white,
business-card-size ads for the rate of one! Value $25.

First business to email theherolds@gmail.com by November 30 wins the offer. Winner may
choose any 2025 issue dates and may place ads in either or both The Prairie News and The Weekly

Lampe Publications LLC must be paid upfront before placing ads.

We Cover The News of West-Central lllinois With A Passion
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SPORTS: Wildcats reach consolation bracket

Continued from Page 12
Brimfield, then again
Monday night at Midland.

- Stark County Girls —
Coley Johnston has been
on a scoring surge for
Stark County, (8-6) but
she’s had plenty of help.

The Lady Rebels en-
tered Christmas break
with wins over ROWVA-
Williamsfield (38-36) on
Dec. 17 and Peoria
Heights (60-21) on Dec.
18.

Johnston scored 20
against the Heights, Hallie
Newton had 14 and So-
phie Finnegan added 13.

Once on break, the
Lady Rebels lost 47-39 in
a nonconference game at
Lewistown on Dec. 22
then went to the Watkins
Classic at Prophetstown
High School after Christ-
mas.

Stark County split
games last Saturday at the
Watkins Classic, dropping
a 55-38 decision to
Mercer County in its

opener as the Rebels man-
aged just 11 points in the
two middle quarters.
Johnston had 15 and Finn-
egan scored 11.

Finnegan went for 18
points and Newton had a
dozen points with 13 re-
bounds in a 38-34 win
over Stockton.

On Monday (Dec. 29),
Johnston and Finnegan
scroed 20 points apiece
and Newton had nine re-
bounds in a 49-18 romp

over Morrison.

Stark County was
scheduled to play Fulton
in its finale on Tuesday.

* Galva Girls — The Lady
Wildcats (3-11) snapped a
five-game losing streak
with a 73-25 Lincoln Trail
Conference rout over West
Central on Dec. 17.

After an 80-58 loss to
West Prairie on Dec. 22,
Galva went 1-2 at the
Princeville Holiday Tour-
nament, dropping its

opener to Tremont 71-47
on the day after Christmas.
The Lady Wildcats re-
bounded with a 73-37 win

over Peoria Heights to
reach the final of the con-
solation bracket. Farming-
ton closed out Galva’s
tournament with a 61-54
victory in that fifth-place
game.

Galva is scheduled to
play at Peoria Heights on
Saturday and at Orion on
Wednesday.

Residential

* Trenching
+ Shop Light Upgrades

* Standby Generators GENERAC

Lucas Herrmann
309-657-2755

Commercial Agricultural

* Bucket/Boom Truck
* Telecommunications

« Commercial Tile Plow

o Streitmatior B

Land Improvement, Inc.
110 S. Main - Wyoming, IL 61491

Drainage & Excavating = GPS Equipped

Water Table Management
Office 309-695-2800 Cell 309-696-9861
. apping & Design ILLINOIS * General Hauling
PO 2Dy Derme
* Waterways « Basement & Ponds

« Stabilization Structures

* EASY ACCESS
* WELL-LIT

AD STORAGE COMPANY

« LOW MONTHLY RENT
* SECURITY
FACILITIES IN:
Bradford - 897-8243 « « » Lacon - 696-9281 « » » Hanna City - 565-7677
“Store Your Stuff With Us"

Call 385-1715

AD STORAGE CO. » PO BOX 415 » PRINCEVILLE, IL 61559

T EETTE Y R i ST

KEWANEE OFFICE m

1000 sq ft * Newly Remodeled

Lobby + 3 offices * Parking
Tenney St. location * Lighted Sign
Call Steve at (815) 872-4418

7 SRe. S\

Free Ectimates

Tree Trimming * Removal * Stump Grinding

309-525-0968 » 309-883-0544
www.saw-n-logs.com

&ppic

RESTAURANT |

FORALL
HOLIDAYS!

607 N. Main St., Kewanee |
(309) 856-8020 $2 00 OFF
isit Wi
“ e rthday | Dinner Purchase and
: for 8 FREE Free Drink!
o Birthday Surprise!

MSW Project; ga;fgtgtik;tgliac;ransportation : S ULLI v AN

Stark County Regular Van Schedule for January

|

I Mon., Jan. 5: NO DRIVER
I Mon., Jan. 12: NO DRIVER
|

|

|

Mon., Jan. 19: ClosedMLKDay Thyrs, Jan, 22: Princeton

Mon., Jan. 26: NO DRIVER

Pick up:

January 8,
Bradford 8:40 a.m.

Wyoming 8:55 am.
Toulon 9:10 a.m.

Fees: People under age 60: $10 except to Kewanee is
$6; People aged 60 & over: voluntary donation
Call by 4:00 p.m. the day before you would like to ride
the van to make your reservation.
Individual transports are available M - F

with advanced reservations.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Thurs., Jan. 8: Kewanee I
Thurs., Jan. 15: Peoria

DOOR COMPANY

Sales * Service

Installation

Thurs., Jan. 29: Peoria L :
Sectional Steel Doors & Openers

J 15,22 29 I Service On All Makes
':::;n 8:d0am. Spring & Section Replacement
Wyoming 8:55 am. 24 Hour Emergency Service

Residential - Commercial

ravnor  856-8041

. Toll F; 877-324-9517
Visit Our O et

1319 W. 6th St.
Showroom Kewanee, I11.

www.sullivandoor.com

Bradford 9:10 a.m. Free Sales Estimates

ALL YOU
CAN EAT

TOULON LEGION

PANCAKE BREAKFAST

I
NSEC
S_I}J/ILL%

ALL YOU

SAUSAGE

Donati

B < _

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11™

Serving 7 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
TOULON AMERICAN LEGION HALL
(Just West of the Courthouse)

CAN EAT

APARTMENTS
BISCUITS 801 E. Main Street » Toulon, IL 61483 + (309) 673-2252
& GRAVY

Senior and Disabled Housing
* Rent Based on Income
e Utilities Included

* One Bedroom Apartments
with Fully Equipped Kitchen

* Community Room

@ * Coin Operated Laundry
e Pet Friendly

ons $12

&

We Cover The News of West-Central lllinois With A Passion

NOTICE

CITY OF WYOMING
VEHICLES WILL BE TOWED
AT OWNER’S EXPENSE
from the downtown streets
if left after a snowfall of two
or more inches
UNTIL CLEANUP IS COMPLETE.

Jim Mercer

wded

SEPTIC SERVICE

el Lo

Jim Mercer, Owner
(309) 479-3006 Office

Fully licensed & insured

Residential, Commercial & Industrial

“A flush is better than a full house™

Pumping
Complete Line of Sewer
& Septic Services

- Your Building Needs "'.:

Buildings & Luﬁr

“Service Beyond Expectations”
Since 1960

CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE
¢ NORDIC TRACK: Ski Machine.
Gently used. Great low impact car-
dio workout. $200 0BO. Call (309)
569-5656, leave name and number.

SERVICES

o SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, farm
equipment, grain bins, and also
doing total farm clean up. Call Doug

Lofgren at Spoon River Salvage
(309) 299-8531.

© BEAT RISING HEATING BILLS with
the proven technology of a Classic
Edge Titanium HDX OUTDOOR
WOOD FURNACE. Call today for
budget-friendly warmth! (309) 565-
4300.

SELL IT
IN THE

GLASSIFIEDS!
CALL PAM
(309) 286-2815
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New streak for the new year

Stark County enters 2026 on three-game hot streak

By NICK VLAHOS

For The Prairie News

Stark County boys basketball ended
2025 on a three-game winning streak,
helping to offset the seven-game losing
streak the Rebels had to begin the sea-
son.

The most recent victory came Dec. 23,
a 69-59 beating of Putnam County that
avenged a loss in November at the Wally
Keller Invitational in Kewanee. This
time, Connor Daum scored 26 points, in-
cluding eight in the second quarter as the
Rebels opened a 39-24 halftime lead.

Connor Down had 12 points, all in the
first half and all on 3-pointers, and Caleb
Gentle scored 12. Stark County Coach
Kane Mastin credited Down for provid-
ing a recent spark.

“So much defensive energy and mak-
ing shots in crunch time,” Mastin stated.
The initial, truncated Country Roads
Classic ended with host Stark County (3-
7) as champion. The Rebels won twice
Dec. 20, the only day of competition in

the four-team round robin.

Stark County beat Manito Midwest
Central 68-64 behind 24 points from
Tanner Bishop, all after the first quarter,
and 17 from Daum. Earlier, Daum
scored 13 and Bishop and Ben Browning
each scored 11 in a 67-43 beating of
Lowpoint-Washburn. Again, Bishop was
scoreless in the first period.

In other tourney games, Midwest Cen-

GRAIN
EQUIPMENT

« Indeed.com
« Call 309/216-9346
« Email info@grainequipgroup.com

BRIMFIELD

Family Deilistiy

tral beat the Dunlap junior varsity 64-40
and the Dunlap JV beat the Lowpoint-
Washburn JV 76-21. The first day of the
tournament was to be Dec. 13, but snow
forced its cancellation. Subsequently,
DePue dropped out.

On Dec. 18, Stark County led Varna
Midland by 10 midway through the
fourth quarter but lost 65-61 in overtime.
Stark County was only 2-for-6 on fourth-
quarter free throws. Daum finished with
28 points, Down with 11.

* Galva — JP Sloan had 16 points Mon-
day to lead four Galva scorers in double
figures in a 74-22 first-round victory
over the hosts of the LaMoille Holiday
Tournament. MJ Louck had 11 points
and Cyrus Hurd and Jay Smith each
scored 10 for the top-seeded Wildcats (8-
4).

Galva was to face Amboy in the semi-
finals Tuesday. The eight-team tourna-
ment was to conclude Wednesday.
Lowpoint-Washburn was the second
seed.

On Dec. 17, in its final pre-Christmas
game, Galva defeated Bushnell-Prairie
City 74-45 behind 23 points, six assists
and four steals from Sloan. Smith had 15
points, Louck had 11 points and Reid
Harris had 13 rebounds. Two days ear-
lier, Port Byron Riverdale defeated
Galva 70-25.

Galva is to play Saturday afternoon at

Continued on Page 7

Sophisticated care.
Normal people.

(o]

232 E Knoxville ® Brimfield 61517

DOUBLE the deais only on wEDNESDAYS: K@WaNee, IL

SAVE even more with .
Ad prices good

DOUBLE. AD, WEDNESDAY!

iz onins Dec 3ist- Jan7th

by ROP PLY

save

CXOPPORTUNITIE/
«+OFFICE MANAGER

ACCOUNTING CONTROLLER
HR/PAYROLL ADMIN
INVENTORY MANAGER

El

CA

Excellent Benecfits Package
50% Health Insurance 100% Family Dental/Vision
PTO/Sick Pay

3% Match Simple IRA

\

Broccoli or Cauliflower

One stop source for printing, binding, stitching and mailing

/

\.‘.

P&P PRESS
6513 N. Galena Road
Peoria IL 61614
309-691-8511
WWww.pppress.com

Fresh Boneless
Beef Top Round
London Broil
or Top Round

Roast

e

Mandarin Oranges

Fresh 80%

Lean Ground
Beef
Family Pack

49 Fresh Boneless
Beef Bottom

Round Roast

Visit our P&P Press Design Studio at  ¥EAE
www.peoriadigitalprinting.com R

99¢ 76t

Pork Riblets
Sold frazenina
108 bou for $9.90

349'.

Pork Loin Back Ribs

Fresh Boneless
Beef Strip Steaks
USDA Select

Chicken Leg Quarters
Sold frozen ina 10 1b bag for $7.60

Green Cabbage

ations « Letterhead * Note x
- Want CASH Back on the groceries you're already buying?

Photo Cards « Pos
Download the Upside App and claim your offers TODAY!

We Cover The News of West-Central lllinois With A Passion
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