
By ANDY LATORA 
For The Prairie News 

   TOULON – The Stark 
County Board of Supervi-
sors heeded weather alerts 
and staged a lightning-
quick meeting Tuesday 
night at the county court-
house.  
   The meeting was called 
to order at precisely 6:30 
p.m. After roll call and six 
other mandated actions, 
the board skipped over 
agenda discussion items 
(committee reports, etc.) 
and delved into new busi-
ness. 
   At 6:44 p.m. the meet-

ing adjourned. 
   Before board members 
hustled to the safety of 
home, they approved the 
following items: 
   • A special-use permit 
for a temporary, 60-meter 
tower for Goldrush Apple 
Energy. The tower is used 
to measure wind.  
   • A resolution to ap-
prove membership in the 
North Central Illinois 
Council of Governments.  
The board had previously 
approved the free mem-
bership but NCICG re-
quested a formal 
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BUSY PRIMARY?

Will turnout 
improve for 
primary?  

Open seats in House, 
Senate may get vote out

By JEFF LAMPE 
For The Prairie News 

   While races are not very heated 
locally, next Tuesday’s March 17 
primary election is shaping up to 
be unusually busy in parts of Illi-
nois. 
   Due to retirements, six House 
and Senate seats in Illinois are 
open and 60 hopefuls are vying for 
those positions. Overall, five of the 
state’s 17 Congressional seats are 
open, which represents roughly 
one-quarter of all House Demo-
cratic retirements and 10% of all 
House retirements in the country, 
according to an Associated Press 
analysis.  
   The AP reports that by one ex-
pert’s measure, it’s Illinois’ largest 
number of open House seats going 
back at least 70 years. That has 
fueled speculation that more voters 
will take part in this primary than 
in 2024, when the statewide turn-
out of 19% was the lowest in more 
than 50 years. 
   But those Congressional seats up 
for grabs are all in the Chicago 
area. Closer to home, Congres-
sional incumbents U.S. Rep. Eric 
Sorensen (17th District) and Darin 
LaHood (16th) are favorites and 
there is not much local intrigue. 
   The big races on the ballot Tues-
day are for governor and lieutenant 

governor, United States Senator, Il-
linois state comptroller and secre-
tary of state. 
   The race to replace retiring Sen. 
Dick Durbin has attracted the most 
candidates, with 11 names listed on 
Democratic ballots and six on the 
Republican side. U.S. Rep. Raja 
Krishnamoorthi leads eight of 10 
Democratic polls by as much as 
26% despite Gov. JB Pritzker’s 
support for Lt. Gov. Julianna Strat-
ton.  
   Don Tracy has a narrow lead 
among Republican candidates for 
Durbin’s seat, though polls show 

many voters are still undecided. 
Tracy is a Springfield-based attor-
ney and was chair of the Illinois 
Republican Party from 2021-24. 
   Pritzker is running unopposed on 
the Democratic side with Christian 
Mitchell as his new Lt. Governor.  
   Republican gubernatorial candi-
dates are former State Senator and 
2022 gubernatorial nominee 
Darren Bailey, DuPage County 
Sheriff James Mendrick, business-
man Rick Heidner and former 
WirePoints CEO Ted Dabrowski. 
Bailey is a clear leader in polls, 

Illinois voters have a chance to cast their votes in the upcoming statewide primary 
election being held on Tuesday, March 17.

Continued on Page 2

Seniors Jay Smith and Kailynn Townsend were crowned King 
and Queen of the Galva High School Spring Fling Saturday 
night. Smith is the son of Deb Smith and the late Roger 
Smith and Townsend is the daughter of Kraig and Sarah 
Townsend, all of Galva. 
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   The Prairie News is published 
every Friday (except one week in 
July and Dec. 26) by Lampe Pub-
lications LLC, 115 W. Main St., 
Elmwood, IL 61529.   
 
• Publisher - Jeff Lampe  
news@prairie-news.com 
• Advertising Manager -  
Pam Wulf   
ads@prairie-news.com 
• Ad and Graphic Designer -  
Ken Black  
graphics@prairie-news.com 
• Bradford Correspondent - Angie 
Stange 
• Galva Correspondent - Carol 
Townsend 

The Prairie News mailing ad-
dress is PO Box 745, Elmwood, IL 
61529. Hours are Mon. to Thurs., 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

(309) 286-2185 
ads@prairie-news.com 

   Deadlines - News due Tuesdays 
by 3 p.m. Ads due Mondays by 3 
p.m. The Prairie News encourages 
readers to submit news for publi-
cation. Email to:  

news@prairie-news.com 
   The Prairie News assumes no fi-
nancial responsibility for typo-
graphical errors, but will reprint 
the part of an ad in which an error 
occured. The Prairie News is an Il-
linois Press Association member.

BOARD: OK’d resolution 
for new county offices

ELECTION: Very few contested local races

resolution. The board is 
hoping to get help from 
the group in drawing up a 
mandated solid-waste 
plan for the county. 
   • A resolution for the 
Peoria Area Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, 
which can apply for 
grants for tourism on be-
half of the county. 
   • The reappointment of 
Janelle Down to the 
health board. 
   • The appointment of 
Matt Forstrom to the 
Planning Commission for 

a three-year term that be-
gins April 1. 
   • An annual public-
transportation ordinance 
that ensures the county 
will provide public trans-
portation.  
   • A resolution to appoint 
Joe Rediger to the E911 
Emergency Telephone 
System Board. 
   In addition to no com-
mittee reports from board 
members, there were no 
reports on county high-
ways, finances or from 
the sheriff’s department. 
   The board did approve 
minutes from two pre-
vious meetings: the Feb. 
10 regular monthly meet-
ing and a March 4 special 
meeting. The lone agenda 
item at the March 4 meet-
ing was for a resolution 
approving the construc-
tion of a County Adminis-
trative Office Building 
with the assistance of fed-
eral grant funds. 
   The resolution is part of 
the requirement to apply 
for federal grants. The 
vote was 6-1 in favor of 
the resolution.

Continued from Page 1

with up to 34% of the vote. 
   Four women are running 
for Illinois comptroller on 
the Democratic side: Mar-
garet Croke, Stephanie Ki-
fowit, Holly Kim and 
Karina Villa. Bryan Drew 
is the lone Republican can-
didate. 
   In the race for Illinois 
secretary of state, Republi-
cans Walter Adamczyk and 
Diane M. Harris face one 
another in the primary for 
a chance to run against De-
mocractic incumbent Alexi 
Giannoulias. 

   Contested elections are 
few and far between on the 
local level. 
   Stark County Democrats 
will see a contested race 
on the ballot for 16th State 
Central Committeeperson. 
Running for two spots are 
candidates Kevin Lamm, 
Patrick Cortesi and Kim 
Armstrong. 
   Henry County Republi-
cans in Galva and Kewa-
nee and some other parts 
of the county have a Con-
gressional choice in the 
17th District between Dil-
lan S. Vancil and Julie 

Bickelhaupt.  
   Vancil opened his first of 
six Dame Fine Coffee 
shops in Monmouth and 
has also been a railroad 
worker and served as a 
school board member for 
West Central CUSD 235. 
   Bickelhaupt farms with 
her husband near Mount 
Carroll and has also served 
as a county board member. 
She also manages human 
relations for her family’s 
insurance business. 
   The winner will face in-
cumbent Sorensen of Mo-
line, who in 2024 won a 

second term over Joe 
McGraw with 53.8% of 
the vote. 
   Henry County Republi-
cans also have a choice to 
make for the County 
Board in District 2. Six 
candidates are running for 
five positions in District 2, 
which encompasses prima-
rily the southern half of the 
county and includes Galva 
and Kewanee. Candidates 
are David Tomsic, Chad L. 
Winter, Natalie Hendryx, 
Deborah Casteel, Kevin 
Brown and Marshall 
Jones.

Continued from Page 1



Incidents & Accidents 
Stark County 
   2-25 - The Stark County Sheriff’s 
Department assisted at the scene of 
a rural Wyoming residential struc-
ture fire shortly before 9 a.m. The 
Wyoming Fire Department re-
sponded to the initial emergency 
call located west of Wyoming on 
Route 17. A 48-year-old resident re-
portedly was taken by ambulance to 
a local hospital for medical treat-
ment. The incident remains under 
investigation through the Illinois 
State Fire Marshall’s office. 
   2-27 - John R. Potter, 33, address 
unavailable, was arrested by the 
Stark County Sheriff’s Office fol-
lowing a traffic stop and extradited 
to the Bureau County Jail on an out-
standing Peoria County warrant. He 
was charged with two counts of fai-
lure to appear in court, according to 
the Peoria County Sheriff’s Office. 
   2-27 - The Stark County Sheriff’s 
Department responded to a report of 
a person with a gun in LaFayette. 
Upon further investigation two ju-
veniles were located including a 13-
year-old boy who presented a green 
colored air soft BB gun that re-
portedly resembled a Glock with a 
magazine. A parent of the minors 
arrived on scene and requested that 
the deputy take the gun and dispose 
of it. 
   3-1 - Terry D. Hand, 60, Toulon, 
was ticketed for illegal possession 
of adult-use cannabis by a driver. 
He was issued a court date to ap-
pear. 
   3-2 - Preston Davis, 19, no ad-
dress available, was cited for speed-
ing 79 mph in a 55 zone. 
   3-3 - Dillon P. Comb, 34, no ad-
dress available, was cited for speed-
ing 75 mph in a 55 zone. 
   3-3 - Logan L. Hendrickson, 44, 
no made available, was ticketed for 
driving without a valid driver’s li-
cense and operating an uninsured 
vehicle. His vehicle was impounded 
and he was issued a court date to 
appear. 
   3-4 - Thomas R. Stoecker Jr., 30, 
Wyoming, was cited for 75 mph in 
a 55 zone. 
   3-4 - A deer related vehicle acci-
dent occurred on Illinois Route 93 
near the intersection of 850E. The 
driver involved was Jon D. Rediger, 
33, of rural Toulon. No injuries 
were reported but damage was re-
ported to the vehicle’s right-side 
fender. 
   3-5 - Three deer-related accidents 
were reported from various uniden-
tified locations including driver’s 
whose addresses were not made im-
mediately available including Ryker 

C. Jackson and Riley J. Werderman, 
both 18, and Aleijah J. Willis, 19. 
No additional information was in-
cluded with the accident reports. 
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   3-2 - to the 200 block of SW 6th 
Ave. for a complaint involving a 
loose dog that was struck by a ve-
hicle. The dog had minor injuries 
and was returned to its owners. 
   3-2 - While patrolling, officer no-
ticed a freight train had stopped and 
was blocking all Galva crossings. 
The train began to move after about 
10 minutes, allowing traffic to re-
sume. 
   3-2 - to City Hall to speak to a 
subject about an ordinance warning 
letter they had received. 
   3-2 - Officer met with a subject at 
the Galva Police Department to fol-
low up on a theft complaint pre-
viously reported. 
   3-2 - to the 100 block of NW 3rd 
Ave. for a civil standby during a 
child visitation. 
   3-2 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 600 block of S. Center Ave., 
Lacey Hall, 37, Altona, was cited 
for operating a vehicle when regis-
tration suspended for mandatory in-
surance violation. She was released 
with a required court date. 
   3-2 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 200 block of S. Exchange St., 
Jennifer Willey, 43, Kewanee, was 
cited for operating a vehicle when 
registration suspended for man-
datory insurance violation. She was 
released with a required court date. 
   3-3 - While patrolling, officer no-
ticed a freight train had stopped and 
was blocking all Galva crossings. 
BNSF was contacted and the train 
eventually moved along. 
   3-3 - Officer assisted Illinois 
DCFS with information about a 
local family.  
   3-3 - Officer met with a subject at 
the Galva Police Department to 
speak about obtaining an order of 

protection. 
   3-3 - to the east edge of town to 
watch for a reckless driver follow-
ing several complaints. Officer lo-
cated the suspect vehicle and 
conducted a traffic stop. The driver 
was issued a written warning for 
following too closely. 
   3-4 - along with the fire depart-
ment,  to the 500 block of SE Indus-
trial Ave for a truck possibly on fire. 
Upon arrival, the truck had been un-
loaded, but there was a small fire on 
the ground. The fire department was 
able to extinguish the fire. 
  3-4 - to assist Henry County with a 
vehicle pursuit that came towards 
the Galva area a few times. The 
subject ultimately wrecked and was 
taken into custody northwest of 
Galva by Henry County. 
   3-4 - to assist the ambulance with 
medical calls on SW 4th St. and SE 
1 st St. 
   3-5 - to the 100 block of N. Ex-
change St. for a complaint involv-
ing disorderly conduct and social 
media threats. 
   3-5 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 300 block of Main St., Robin 
Atkinson, 60, Kewanee, was cited 
for operating a vehicle when regis-
tration suspended and operating an 
uninsured vehicle. She was released 
with a required court date. 
   3-5 - to the 400 block of NW 4th 
St. for a theft complaint. 
   3-5 - Officer was notified about a 
dog bite complaint by hospital staff. 
The incident actually occurred in 
rural Galva, so the information was 
relayed to Henry County. 
   3-6 - to meet with a subject at the 
police department to take a com-
plaint involving identity theft. 
   3-6 - to City Hall to speak to a 
resident about an ordinance viola-
tion notice they had received. 
   3-6 - to Wiley Park for a distur-
bance involving a group of juve-
niles. 
   3-6 - to a physical disturbance in 
the 700 block of NW 1st Ave. The 
victim declined to prosecute. 
   3-6 - to assist a motorist in the 
100 block of Morgan Road with a 
flat tire. 
   3-7 - to the 500 block of SW 3rd 
St. to serve a resident a written ban-
ning notice after a theft complaint a 
few days ago. 
   3-7 - along with the ambulance,  
to the 500 block of SE 2nd St. for 
an intoxicated patient. The subject 
refused transport. 
   3-8 - to the 900 block of SE 2nd 
St. to assist a motorist who appar-
ently had a broken axle. 
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Stark County awards 
Ag in Classroom honors 
   WYOMING – The Stark County 
Farm Bureau Foundation took time 
at its March 7 trivia night to honor 
the contributions of several Stark 
County educators involved in the 
school’s Ag in the Classroom Pro-
gram. 
   Debbie Ford was recognized as 
teacher of the year and Rita Krause 
was named volunteer of the year at 
the event held in the Stark County 
Junior Fair Building. Also receiving 
certificates were Sarah DeBord, 
Haley Down and Brett Elliott. 

Et cetera 
   • BRADFORD – The Bradford 
chess team participated in the IESA 
state chess meet in Peoria. The 6th 
grade team placed 28th out of 53 
teams and Athan Barto-Colvin and 
Mason Streitmatter scored the most 

points The 7th grade team was 50th 
out of 61 teams and Kayden Thomas 
scored the most points . The 8th 
grade team placed 30th out of 62 
teams and Derek Alexander scored 
the most points.  
   • BISHOP HILL – Rock-and-roll 

artist Joe Donnelly will perform Sun-
day, March 15, at Bishop Hill Cre-
ative Commons. An optional 
potluck dinner starts at 6 p.m. and 
the concert begins at 7. All ages are 
welcome, with a suggested donation 
of $20-$30.

BRIEFS

The Stark County Farm Bureau Foundation honored several Ag in the Classroom Program 
educators at its March 7 trivia night fundraiser in Wyoming. Pictured from left to right are 
Sarah DeBord, Haley Down, Debbie Ford, Rita Krause and Brett Elliott.



Michael H. Hepner 
   BISHOP HILL – Michael H. 
“Mike” Hepner, 70, of Bishop Hill, 
died at 1:36 p.m., Saturday, March 
7, 2026, at OSF 
St. Mary Medical 
Center in Gales-
burg. 
   Funeral services 
were to be held at 
1 p.m., Wednes-
day, March 11 at 
Rux Funeral 
Home in Galva 
with Pastor Re-
becca Gearhart officiating. A visita-
tion was to be held from noon until 
the time of the services at the funeral 
home. The burial will be at Bishop 
Hill Cemetery. Memorials may be 
directed to the Henry County Hu-
mane Society. 
   Mike was born on July 13, 1955, 
in Kewanee, the son of Robert H. 
and Gloria Mae (Clark) Hepner. He 
married Silvia Interial on July 10, 
1976, in Bishop Hill. Silvia survives 
as well as their children, Jessica 
(Derek) Timmons of Abingdon, Mi-
chael R. (Katie) Hepner of South 
Bend, Ind., Lindsey (Frisman Jack-
son) Hepner of Redmond, Wash. and 
Morgan (Juan) Hepner-Garcia of 
Fort Knox, Ky., thirteen grandchil-

dren, Brooke, Owen, Ella, Ruth, 
Grace, Calvin, Augustus, Henry, 
Maggie, Forrest, Anya, Mannex and 
Lexton, a sister, Connie (Don) Ge-
rard of Galva, two brothers, Edward 
(Cathy) Hepner of San Antonio, 
Texas and Douglas (Patty) Hepner 
of Kewanee and several nieces and 
nephews. 
   Mike graduated from Galva High 
School in 1973. He was an avid col-
lector of antiques. He enjoyed anti-
quing and researching the history 
behind many of the pieces he col-
lected. He took great pride in Bishop 
Hill and its history. He enjoyed play-
ing cards, especially pitch, and 
spending time at the Filling Station 
where he could be found catching up 
on the local coming and goings of 
his friends and neighbors. He was 
exceptionally proud of his children 
and grandchildren and took great in-
terest in their activities. 

Frances Price 
   KEWANEE – Frances R. Price, 
98, of Kewanee, passed away Fri-
day, March 6, 2026, at Arcadia Care 
of Kewanee, surrounded by her lov-
ing family.   
   She was born on April 20, 1927, 
in Bradford at home, the daughter of 
Frank Sr. and Daisy (Hewitt) Man-
non.   

   Frances married Dale Price on 
June 26, 1948. He preceded her in 
death on Aug. 22, 2022. 
   Frances is survived by two sons, 
Dennis (Donya) Price of Kewanee 
and  Rich (Sheri) Price of Kewanee; 
three grandchildren, Dean (Rachelle) 
Price, Kewanee, Duane (Torri) 
Price, Sheffield, and Eric Price, Ke-
wanee; three great-grandchildren, 
Dillon, Jackson and Daelyn; and a 
brother, Frank “Toad” Mannon Jr., 
Kewanee.  
   She was preceded in death by her 
parents; husband; two sisters, Mary 
Ferris and Julia Barton; and a 
brother, Clyde Mannon. 
   Frances worked as an office man-
ager for Dale Price Coal Yard, work-
ing alongside her husband, Dale. In 
her younger years she worked for 
the YMCA Kiddie Kollege. She en-
joyed watching birds at her bird 
feeder, collecting pottery antiques, 
and baking pies. Most of all, Frances 
loved spending time with her family. 
   Private graveside services will be 
held on Tuesday, March 10, 2026. 
Pastor Andrew Christman will offi-
ciate. Burial will be in Pleasant View 
Cemetery.  
   Condolences can be left online at 
www.golnickschuenemanfh.com.
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  Toulon Methodist Church 
229 W. Main St., P.O. Box 538, Toulon, IL. 61483 

Phone (309) 286-2224 
Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 286-2224  or (217) 778-1591 
Toulon Sunday School 9:15 a.m., all ages & Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

LaFayette Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 17, P.O. Box 147, LaFayette, IL. 61449 

Phone (309) 995-3371 
 Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 995-3371 or (217) 778-1591 

LaFayette Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

West Jersey United Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 78, West Jersey, IL • Rev. Pablo Marty 

Phone (217) 425-5707 
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

Elmira United Presbyterian Church 
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 • (309) 896-3481 

Services each Sunday at 9 a.m. 
https://www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
website: www.thegathering.life/ 

www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

1st Congregational Church of Toulon 
Reverend David Graham 

218 N. Henderson St., Toulon • (309) 286-4901 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  

Galva Congregational Church 
 Pastor Marshall Jones 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 
Rev. Bryan Griem, Pastor 

(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

Wyoming Nazarene Church 
517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 

Rev. Shawna Marsh 
Sunday School: 10 a.m., All ages • Sunday Worship: 11 a.m. 

Wednesday Prayer & Fellowship 5:30 to 6:30 
Thursday Kids Club 5:30 to 7 p.m. 

Baby Connection: Wednesday and Thursdays 9 - 11 a.m. 
Facebook: Wyoming Naz • Website: www.wyomingnaz.com 

First Congregational Church  
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational Church of Wyoming, Illinois 

Toulon First Baptist Church 
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon • (309) 286-4611 

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 
www.ToulonBaptist.com 

www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
allsaintsil.com 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly    Rev. Randy Swanson (interim) 
Wednesday: 4:00 p.m. "See Through the Scriptures" Bible Study,  

5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall) 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. Children's Sunday School, 9:00 a.m. Adult 

Discussion Group, 10:00 a.m. Worship 
Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 

1-309-932-3346 
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 

Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 • (309) 932-2460 
preachinghope@gmail.com 

galvafirst@gmail.com 
Sunday Worship: 9:0 a.m.  

Holy Trinity National Catholic Church 
Father John Cramer 

716 N. Tremont, Kewanee, IL 
Mass - Sat. at 5 p.m., Sun. at 9 a.m., Mon.-Thurs. at 9 a.m. 

Rectory Phone: 309-852-5191 
Father Cramer Phone: 574-329-9292 

Wyoming United Methodist Church 
Pastor Rebecca Klemm 

302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-
0287.   309-606-9027 

Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 
Service is held at 10 a.m. Sunday morning. 

Bradford Leet United Methodist Church 
Boyd's Grove United Methodist Church 

Leet UMC 118 E. Main St., Bradford, IL 61421 
Services on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

Boyd's Grove UMC 1976 Wyanet Walnut Rd, Bradford, IL. 61421 
Services on Sundays at 9 a.m. 

Rev Dan Wright 
309-897-8113     309-507-1626 

thewrights62@hotmail.com 

Bradford Apostolic Christian Church 
440 E Main St Bradford IL 61421 

9:45 a.m. Sunday Worship Service and simultaneous Sunday 
School pre-K thru 12+ 

11:00 Lunch and Fellowship, 12:15 2nd Sunday Worship 
Wednesday Worship Service 7:15 pm 

www.bradfordacchurch.org; info@bradfordacchurch.org 
LIST YOUR CHURCH HERE 

Join the directory for $150 per year. Email ads@prairie-news.com or mail information to 
(with a check made out to Lampe Publications LLC)  

The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240. 

OBITUARIES

Hepner
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT  
OF THE FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 

ESTATE OF RICHARD L. DOWNARD, Deceased 
No. 2026-PR-13 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

  Notice is given of the death of RICHARD L. DOWNARD.  Letters of 
Office were issued on January 30, 2026, to Stacy McDaniel of 237 
Marion Cty 7044, Flippin, AR 72634, as Independent Administrator, 
whose attorney is Michael Massie, Massie & Quick, LLC, P.O. Box 
205, Galva, IL 61434. 
   Claims against the estate may be filed in the office of the Henry 
County Circuit Clerk, Henry County Courthouse, 307 W. Center St., 
Cambridge, IL 61238, or with the representative, or both, within six 
months from the date of first publication, the BAR DATE, and any 
claim not filed within that period is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the clerk must be mailed or delivered to the representative and to 
the attorney within ten days after it has been filed. 
Massie & Quick, LLC 
Attorneys for Estate 
P.O. Box 205 
Galva, IL 6l434 
Telephone: (309) 932-2168 
 
Published  2/27, 3/6, 3/13/26 

LEGAL ADS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT  

OF THE FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF NANCY L. DYNES, Deceased 
No. 2026-PR16 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

  Notice is given of the death of Nancy L. Dynes. Letters of Office 
were issued on February 6, 2026, to Larry M. Dynes as Executor 
whose attorneys are Barash & Everett, LLC. 
 Claims against the estate may be filed in the office of the clerk of the 
court, Henry County, Cambridge, Illinois or with the representative, 
or both on or before August 6, 2026. 
Any claim not filed by that date is barred.  Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the representative and to the 
attorney within l0 days after it has been filed. 
E-filing is now mandatory for documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions.  
To e-file, you must first create an account with an e-filing provider. 
Visit efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm to learn more and 
to select a service provider. If you need additional help or have trouble 
e-filing, visit www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/gethelp.asp. Or talk with 
your local circuit clerk’s office. 
   Name Barash Everett, LLC 
   Attorney for Executor 
   Address P.O. Box 165 
   City Galva, IL 61434 
   Phone(309) 932-2001 
   Email: everettr@barashlaw.com 
 
Published  2/27, 3/6, 3/13/26   

NOTICE OF ASSUMED NAME BUSINESS  
   Public Notice is hereby given that on Thursday, February 19, 
2026, a certificate was filed in the Office of the County Clerk of 
Stark County, Illinois, setting forth the names and post-office ad-
dresses of all of the persons owning, conducting and transacting 
the business known as COME AS YOU GLO located at 115 WEST 
MAIN ST. TOULON, IL 61483.   
     Dated this 19th day of February 2026. 

/s/ Heather Hollis 
County Clerk  

No  2026ASN-11748  

Published 2/27, 3/6, 3/13/26 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT  
OF THE FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 

ESTATE OF:  JOHN WAYNE HUGHES, Deceased 
No. 2026PR27 
  

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

   Notice is given of the death of John Wayne Hughes. Letters of Of-
fice were issued on February 20, 2026, to Samuel Brown Hughes as 
Executor whose attorneys are Barash & Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be filed in the office of the clerk of 
the court, Henry County, Cambridge, Illinois or with the representa-
tive, or both on or before August 20, 2026. 
   Any claim not filed by that date is barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within l0 days after it has been filed. 
   E-filing is now mandatory for documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. 
   To e-file, you must first create an account with an e-filing provider. 
Visit efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm to learn more and 
to select a service provider. If you need additional help or have trou-
ble e-filing, visit www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/gethelp.asp. Or talk 
with your local circuit clerk’s office. 
Name Barash & Everett, LLC 
Attorney for Executor 
Address P.O. Box 165 
City Galva, IL 61434 
Phone(309) 932-2001 
Email: everettr@barashlaw.com 

Published  3/6, 3/13, 3/20/26 

CLAIM NOTICE 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT  

OF THE FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS IN PROBATE 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF PATRICK R. KING, Deceased   
CASE NO: 2026PR23  
    NOTICE is given of the death of PATRICK R. KING.  Letters of Of-
fice were issued on February 17, 2026, to: BETHANY ALEXANDER, 
401 w Henry St. Atkinson, IL 61235, as Independent Administrator of 
the Estate of PATRICK R. KING, deceased, whose attorneys are:  
Justin M. Raver 
KARLIN RAVER, LLC 
101 N TREMONT ST.  
KEWANEE, IL 61443   
   Every claim filed must be in writing and state sufficient information 
to notify the representative of the nature of the Claim or other relief 
sought.  Claims must be filed on or before September 8, 2026, and 
any Claim not filed within that period is barred.  Claims may either be 
filed with the representative of the Estate or in the Office of the Cir-
cuit Clerk of this Court, Henry County Courthouse, Cambridge, Illi-
nois, or both.  If filed with the Court, the claimant, within 10 days after 
filing this Claim with the Court,  
   (1)  Shall cause a copy of the Claim to be mailed or delivered to the 
representative and to his Attorney of record, unless the representative 
or his Attorney has, in writing, either consented to the allowance of 
the Claim or waived mailing or delivery of copies. 
   (2)  Shall file with the Court proof of any required mailing or delivery 
of copies. 
Justin M. Raver 
KARLIN RAVER, LLC 
Attorneys for Bethany Alexander, Independent Administrator 
101 N Tremont St.  
Kewanee, IL 61443 
DATED: February 23, 2026  
 
Published  3/6, 3/13, 3/20/26 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT  
OF THE FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 

ESTATE OF:  Peter L. Wallen, Deceased 
No. 2026PR21 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

Notice is given of the death of Peter L. Wallen. Letters of Office 
were issued on February 12, 2026, to Jeffrey A. Wallen as Execu-
tor whose attorneys are Barash & Everett, LLC. 
Claims against the estate may be filed in the office of the clerk of 
the court, Henry County, Cambridge, Illinois or with the repre-
sentative, or both on or before August 28, 2026.                  

Any claim not filed by that date is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within l0 days after it has been filed. 

E-filing is now mandatory for documents in civil cases with lim-
ited exemptions.  

To e-file, you must first create an account with an e-filing pro-
vider. Visit efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service provider. If you need additional help 
or have trouble e-filing, visit www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/ge-
thelp.asp. Or talk with your local circuit clerk’s office. 

Name Barash & Everett, LLC 
Attorney for Executor 
P.O. Box 165 
Galva, IL 61434 
Phone(309) 932-2001 
Email: everettr@barashlaw.com 

Published  3/6, 3/13, 3/20/26 

NOTICE OF ASSUMED NAME BUSINESS 
   Public Notice is hereby given that on Thursday, March 5, 2026, 
a certificate was filed in the Office of the County Clerk of Stark 
County, Illinois, setting forth the names and post-office ad-
dresses of all of the persons owning, conducting and transacting 
the business known as FOX CREEK FARMS located at 16517 N. 
Bradford Rd., Bradford IL 61421.   
     Dated this 5th day of March 2026. 

/s/ Heather Hollis 
County Clerk  

No. 2026ASN-11749  

Published  3/13, 3/20, 3/27/26 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
OF PENN TOWNSHIP  

   Annual Town Meeting Notice is hereby given to the legal residents of 
the Township of Penn in the County of Stark and State of Illinois, that 
the Annual Meeting of said Township will take place on Tuesday, April 
14, 2026 being the second Tuesday of said month at the hour of 6:30 
o’clock p.m. at the Township meeting room, Castleton, Illinois for the 
transaction of miscellaneous business of said Town and a moderator 
having been elected, will proceed to hear and consider reports of of-
ficers and decide on such measures as may, in pursuance of law, 
come before the meeting. 

Dated March 6, 2026 
Jay Iliff, Penn Township Clerk. 

 
Published 3/13/26

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
RE: Illinois Department of Transportation State Fiscal year 2027 Sec-
tion 5311 Rural/Downstate Public Transportation Operating Assis-
tance Grant Application. Notice is hereby given that a public hearing 
will be held in Marshall County and Stark County. Please email your 
request for information, questions, or comments by March 30,2025 
to either Hannah Fuchs, Marshall County PCOM, at pcom@marshall-
countyillinois.gov or Traci Dowell, MSW Projects of Henry Executive 
Director, at tracimswprojects@gmail.com 
Date: March 20, 2026 Time: 11:00am Place: Toulon Nutrition Site, 
Toulon Methodist Church, 229 W. Main, Toulon, IL 
Date: March 25, 2025 Time: 11:00am Place: Henry Nutrition Site, 
St. John’s Community Center, 1301 Second Street, Henry, IL.  
For the purpose of considering a project for which financial assis-
tance is being sought from Illinois Department of Transportation, 
pursuant to the Illinois Department of Transportation’s general au-
thority to make such Grants. 
I. Description of Project: Application for financial assistance to pro-
vide transportation services to the general public, elderly and individ-
uals with disabilities in Marshall and Stark Counties. 
II. At the Hearing: Marshall County will afford an opportunity for in-
terested persons or agencies to be heard with respect to the social, 
economic, and environmental aspects of the Project. Interested per-
sons may submit orally or in writing evidence and recommendations 
with respect to said Project. 
III. Marshall County requests that any hearing impaired person 
wishing to attend this Public Hearing notify Traci Dowell at 309-364-
2287 at least one week prior to the scheduled hearing date so that ar-
rangements can be made to provide an interpreter. 
IV. Copy of the application for the state grant for the proposed proj-
ect will be made available for public inspection at the MSW Projects 
office, 1013 Western Avenue, Henry, IL. 

Traci Dowell, MSW Projects of Henry 
P.O. Box 140, Henry, IL 61537 

Published  3/13/26 
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SC, Galva girls earn LTC basketball honors
By ANDY LATORA 

For The Prairie News 

   Stark County’s Coley 
Johnston and Galva’s Kay-
lyn Gale were first-team 
honorees on the all-Lin-
coln Trail Conference girls 
basketball team. 
   Johnston scored 499 
points during the season, 
an average of 16 per game, 
and pulled down six re-
bounds per game. She also 
had a team-best 113 steals. 
   Stark County’s Sophie 
Finnegan, who led the 
Rebels with 88 assists and 
32 blocks, was  named to 
the all-LTC second team. 
Finnegan averaged 11.3 
points per game. 
   Galva’s Jovie Weber was 

an honorable-mention 
choice in the league. 
   • Indoor track – The Stark 
County girls 4x800 relay 
team posted the fifth-fas-
test indoor time last week 
in central Illinois according 
to Central ILXCT. The 
girls relay won in a time of 
10:27.7 on March 5 at the 
Westwood Center in Ster-
ling. Relay members are 
Cheyenh Smith, Norah 
Rorem, Paytin Terwilliger 
and Dusti Smith. 
   The same quartet placed 
first in the 4x400 relay in 
4:29.62. 
   Dusti Smith was second 
in the 1,600 (5:24.44) and 
Cheyenh Smith was sec-
ond in the 1,600 (2:31.69). 

   Evan Knobloch won 
both the 800 (2:09.27) and 
1,600 (4:52.33) and Key-
shon Webster was third in 
the 800 with a personal 
record of 2:25.38. 
   The boys 4x400 relay 
placed third in 4:04.08 and 
was made up of Braxxten 
Gibson, Webster, Will 
Denton and Knoblauch. 
The boys 4x800 relay was 
also third in 9:40.30 and 
consisted of Webster, Den-
ton, Jackson Smith and 

Knoblauch 
   • IESA volleyball – The 
Stark County 8th grade 
volleyball team was to face 
Princeville on Wednesday 
in the Kewanee Wethers-
field Regional semifinals 
for a berth in Thursday’s 
title game. 
   Galva’s 7th graders lost 
to Annawan in the regional 
semifinals, 25-13, 25-12. 
The 8th graders fell in the 
semifinals to Kewanee 
Visitation, 25-19, 25-12. 

WANTED 
 • CHICKEN COOP: Walk - in 
Chicken Coop.  Call (309) 525-

5302. 
SERVICES 

 • SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, 
farm equipment, grain bins, 
and also doing total farm clean 
up. Call Doug Lofgren at 
Spoon River Salvage (309) 
299-8531. 
• BEAT RISING HEATING 
BILLS with the proven technol-

ogy of a Classic Edge Titanium 

HDX OUTDOOR WOOD FUR-

NACE. Call today for budget-

friendly warmth!  (309) 

565-4300. 

FOR SALE 

 • MOWER: Exmark Lazer E 

Series Zero Turn, 453 hours, 

$3,800. (309) 231-6040.

    CLASSIFIEDS
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