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   WYOMING – Stark County 
Elementary School students 
should have new playground 
equipment to play on when 
school resumes. 
   At its meeting Monday, the 
Stark County School Board ap-
proved moving forward with a 
first phase of replacing the cur-
rent elementary playground. 
Steady declines in quality of a 
large playground structure 
prompted Superintendent Brett 

Elliott to recommend moving 
forward now. 
   The board voted in favor of an 
agreement under which the Stark 
County Elementary School Par-
ents Club would pay $60,000 to-
ward the project – $40,000 in 
Fiscal Year 2026 and $20,000 in 
FY 2027 –while the school 
would pay an estimated 
$107,800. 
   Cost of the large playground 
structure is $181,000 and in-
cludes installation by the con-
tractor, Byrne & Jones 

Construction. The board is also 
considering a $21,800 add-on 
swingset. 
   Construction is slated to be 
complete this summer. 
   In other old business, the board 
approved the 2025-26 school cal-
endar and various ISBE PRESS 
policy updates. 
   In new business, the board ap-
proved an annual insurance re-
newal with the Leezer Agency 
for property, casualty and work-
man’s compensation and ap-
proved Gorenz and Associates, 

Ltd., for the FY2026 audit. 
   Also approved were one-year 
contract extensions for Elemen-
tary School Principal Emily 
Mastin, Junior-Senior High 
School Assistant Principal Mi-
chael Jenkins and Elementary 
School Assistant Principal Jackie 
Colgan. 
   Increased by $5 for next year is 
the substitute-teacher rate, which 
for FY2027 will be $145 per day. 
   The board also agreed to let 
bids for an electric bus barn and 
asphalt at the elementary school 

campus as part of Renew Amer-
ica’s Schools Grant from the De-
partment of Energy. 
   When first announced, Elliott 
said the project was to include 
approximately $530,000 in fund-
ing for an electric bus and charg-
ing station, infrastructure 
installation and a solar microgrid. 
   The board also established an 
activity account for SC News 
and approved letting bids for 
milk, trash, bread and the Rebel 
Reporter for FY27. The board 

Stark County School Board OKs new playground construction

By CAROL TOWNSEND 
For The Prairie News 

   GALVA – The Galva School 
Board approved hiring Jeremiah 
Johnston as new Junior-Senior 
High principal at Monday night’s 
meeting. Johns-
ton was ap-
proved for a 
three-year con-
tract.  
   Johnston  is a 
graduate of Sher-
rard High School 
and has ded-
icated nearly 
three decades to education, coach-
ing and school leadership. He 
earned his bachelor’s degree from 
Augustana College in 1996, fol-
lowed by master’s degrees from 
Western Illinois University in 
2022 and the University of Phoe-
nix in 2023.  
   While attending Augustana, 
Johnston was a letterman in both 

football and basketball. 
   Johnston began his educational 
career in Illinois, serving in teach-
ing and coaching roles at several 
schools, including Johnsburg 
High School, Riverton High 
School and Wethersfield High 
School. During his coaching ca-
reer, he served as a head football 
coach, girls track and field coach 
and JV boys basketball coach. 
   He later transitioned into admin-
istration, serving as principal of 
Wethersfield Jr.-Sr. High School 
from 2008-18, where he also held 
the role of athletic director from 
2014-18. Since 2018, Johnston 
has served as principal of Fruita 
Middle School. 
   Outside his professional career, 
Johnston is the proud father of 
three sons, Eliot, Meyer and Gra-
ham. 
   In other business, the board 
voted 5-2 to update its random 

Galva school hires  
new Jr.-Sr. high principal 
Johnston approved for three years

Continued on Page 4
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For The Prairie News 

   GALVA – Swim 
season is here – if 
Mother Nature co-
operates. Weather per-
mitting, the Galva 
Pool located at the 
Galva Park District 
will open Saturday, 
May 23, at noon. 
   The pool will then 
be open daily from 
noon to 6 p.m. Admis-
sion is $5 for ages 3 
and over. 
   Water aerobics 
starts June 2 and runs 
every Tuesday and 
Thursday from 6-7 
p.m. Cost is $5 per 
session or $60 for a 
season pass. 
   Swimming lessons 
will be held in two 

sessions. The morning 
session will be June 
15-18 and June 22 -25  
Evening sessions are 
July 13-16 and July 
20-23. Each session is 
Monday to Thursday 
for eight lessons.  
   The cost of swim-
ming lessons are $50 
per child and $35 if 
you have three chil-
dren or more in the 
same session for those 
in the district. For 
those outside the dis-
trict, cost is $55 per 
child and $40 per 
child if you have three 
or more in session.  
   Memberships for in-
district are $80 for an 
individual or $100 for 
the first two family 
members plus $10 for 

additional family 
members. 
   Out-of-district 
memberships cost 
$110 for the first indi-
vidual and $135 for 
the first two family 
members and $15 for 

additional members.  
   To register for les-
sons, call (309) 932-
2070. The pool can 
also be rented for 
parties Fridays, Satur-
days and Sundays 
from 6:15-8 p.m. 

Pictured above is the Galva Pool located at the Galva 
Park District. Weather permitting, the pool’s opening 
day will be Saturday, May 23. 

SPLISH, SPLASH

Swim season 
Galva pool opens Saturday

Johnston

Continued on Page 2



drug-testing and sampling 
policy.  
   Drug testing had pre-
viously been done via hair 
sample, taken by the Galva 
school nurse. The new test-
ing will involve transport-
ing several students to the 
Henry County Health De-
partment in Kewanee for 
urine testing. Each student 
will be given two bottles of 
water and driven to Kewa-
nee and allowed three 
hours for the test. 
   Board member Brandy 
Funke said she did not 
want students losing up to 

three hours of school for a 
drug test. She said her son 
will be a  junior and some 
of the classes are harder 
and Galva encourages 
good attendance. She did 
not feel off-site testing was 
necessary for something 
that could be done by the 
school nurse. 
   Cost per test through the 
Health Department is $20 
compared to $39 for a hair-
strand test.  
   Superintendent Joe 
Becker introduced Sebas-
tian Rodseth, Olivia 
Schnepple and Arabella 
Porsche, who will be stu-
dent school board 
members starting in Au-
gust.  
   The board rescheduled 
its June 22 meeting to June 
29 at 7 p.m. with an 

amended budget hearing at 
6:55 p.m. 
   The board approved 
Becker to prepare the ten-
tative budget for the 2026-
27 school year and set June 
29 as its board retreat from 
5-6:55 p.m. The board did 
not raise any school fees 
for 2026-27.  
   Elementary and Jr.-Sr. 
High School handbooks 
were approved with sev-
eral changes.  
   The board also approved 
Gorenz and Associates to 
do the audit for FY26. 
   Wildcats certificates 
were given to Anne Kaiser 
from Principal Kurtis 
Smyth for her help in the 
office during his time as 
principal. Certificates were 
also awarded to Beth Hor-
ton for 30 years of service 

as art teacher and Amy 
Corkill for 35 years in 
Galva as an elementary 
teacher. Both Horton and 
Corkill are retiring.  
   The Board approved the 
following personnel items: 
   • Adam Norway, Ele-
mentary School principal. 
   • Pasence McClintic as 
elementary teacher for the 
2026-27 school year. 
   • Tarol Suddeth as ele-
mentary special education 
teacher for 2026-27. 
   • Larry Hampton as bus 
garage helper, bus driver 
and groundskeeper, effec-
tive June 1. 
   • Brayden Robinson and 
Jacson Cromien as 
summer maintenance help. 
   • Maternity leave for 
Christine Betz from Aug. 
14-31.
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GALVA: School drug-testing procedure changing
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Peoria County Report 
   4-29 - During a traffic stop in Peo-
ria, a handgun with an extended 
magazine was found in the front seat 
of a vehicle a Wyoming man was 
driving. 
   Jordan B. King, 27, was behind the 
wheel of a 2012 Chevrolet that Peo-
ria police pulled over shortly after 11 
a.m. in the 100 block of E. Frye Ave. 
King disregarded a stop sign on Re-
public Street at Knoxville Avenue, 
according to reports. 
   King did not comply with a request 
to lower his window. As an officer 
scanned the tinted windows with a 
flashlight, he noticed a black Glock 
handgun stashed between the front 
passenger seat and center console. 
   At gunpoint, King and his pas-
senger, 26-year-old Perrin W.A. 
Reuter of Peoria, were ordered to exit 
the vehicle. Another Glock handgun 
was found in Reuter’s waistband. 
   Both men were accused of aggra-
vated unlawful possession of a 
weapon and unlawful possession of 
an extended ammunition-feeding de-
vice. King also was cited for the 
stop-sign violation. 
Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   5-11 - to the 300 block of NW 4th 
Ave. to speak to a citizen who wit-
nessed a domestic disturbance in the 
neighborhood.  
   5-11 - to the 200 block of NE 6th 
Ave, for a parking complaint.  
   5-11 - to the 400 block of NE 2nd 
St. for a theft report.  
   5-11 - As the result of a traffic stop 
in the 300 block of SE 2nd St., Beth 
Shappard, 23, Galva, was arrested for 
driving while license suspended and 
operating a vehicle when registration 
suspended for mandatory insurance.  
She was released with a court date.  
   5-11 - to the 100 block of SW 9th 
Ave. for a loose-dog complaint. Of-
ficer was not able to locate.  
   5-12 - to the 200 block of NW 2nd 
Ave. to speak to a resident about a 
found cat.  

   5-12 - While patrolling, officer no-
ticed a railroad crossing arm mal-
function at the NE 6th Ave. crossing.  
BNSF was contacted for repairs.  
   5-12 - to the 600 block of NE 1st 
Ave. for a property dispute/theft re-
port.  
   5-12 -to the 300 block of NE 2nd 
St. for a complaint involving a loose 
dog. The owner arrived and took dog 
home before officer’s arrival.  
   5-12 - Officer assisted Bureau 
County check two Galva residences 
in an attempt to locate a vehicle in-
volved in a hit-and-run that occurred 
near Princeton.  
   5-12 - to the 600 block of N. 
Center Ave. for a parking complaint.  
   5-13 - to the 00 block of S. Center 
Ave. for a loose-dog complaint. Ap-
proximately two hours later, the dog 
was located in the 900 block of SE 
8th St. and returned to its owner.  
   5-13 - to the 800 block of NW 1st 
Ave. for a complaint involving a 
group of juveniles causing mischief.   
   5-13 - to the 500 block of SW 3rd 
Ave. for a complaint of a special-
needs child who had wandered away 
from home. Officer stayed with the 
child until a parent was contacted 
and responded to pick the child up.  
   5-14 - to the 100 block of NW 8th 
Ave. for a complaint involving an il-
legal burn. A resident was attempting 

to burn garbage. The fire was extin-
guished.  
   5-14 - to the 700 block of NW 1st 
Ave. for a battery complaint. 
   5-15 - to the 100 block of SE 1st 
St. for a tree branch blocking part of 
the roadway. It was removed.  
   5-15 - to the 600 block of NW 1st 
St. for a special-needs child who ap-
peared to have wondered off from 
home. The child was located at 
Wiley Park and returned to a care-
giver.  
   5-15 - to the 100 block of SE 6th 
Ave. for a juvenile complaint.   
   5-15 - to the 600 block of NW 5th 
Ave. for a property line/trespassing 
complaint.  
   5-15 - to the 100 block of NE 9th 
St. for a domestic disturbance. As the 
result, Donald Ensley, 39, Galva, was 
arrested for domestic battery. He was 
taken to the Henry County Jail.  
   5-16 - to the 600 block of NE 2nd 
St. for a tree limb that had fallen in 
the roadway. It was removed. 
   5-16 - to the 700 block of NW 7th 
Ave. for a tree limb that had fallen in 
the roadway. It was removed.  
   5-16 - to meet a complainant at the 
Galva Police Department in refer-
ence to an attempted scam.  
   5-16 - to the 00 block of SW 4th St. 
for a loud-noise complaint.  
   5-16 - to the 100 block of NE 9th 
St. for a civil-property dispute.  
   5-16 - to the 00 block of SW 4th St. 
for a verbal-disturbance complaint.  
   5-16 - to the 100 block of SW 10th 
Ave. for a neighbor dispute.  
   5-17 - to the 700 block of NW 4th 
St. to assist a resident suffering from 
an apparent mental-health crisis.  
   5-17 - to the 600 block of SW 2nd 
Ave. for a loose-dog complaint. 
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PUBLIC RECORD

SERVICES 
 • SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, 
farm equipment, grain bins, and 
also doing total farm clean up. 
Call Doug Lofgren at Spoon 
River Salvage (309) 299-8531. 
• BEAT RISING HEATING BILLS 
with the proven technology of a 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX 
OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE. 
Call today for budget-friendly 
warmth!  (309) 565-4300. 
• HOME REMODELING AND 
REPAIR - Most types of quality 

home remodeling and repairs 
including doors, thermopane 
vinyl replacement windows, in-
terior painting and electrical, by 
Denny Miller. Over 25 years ex-
perience. We also do kitchens, 
baths, decks, steps and more. 
Small jobs welcome! Call me at 
(309) 995-3364. 

WANTED 
• DECOYS: Seeking wooden 
duck, goose and other bird de-
coys. (309) 231-6040.

    CLASSIFIEDS

GARAGE SALE
• Huge Indoor Garage Sale - 3967 Duncan Road, Toulon, IL 61483.  2 
miles south of West Jersey, IL on RT 78.  Turn left on Duncan Road.  
One mile down on left.  Fri. and Sat. June 5-6, 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sun. June 
7, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m..  Lots of Clothing all sizes: Girls, Boys, Jr’s, Misses, & 
Men’s Name Brands: Rock Revival, Miss Me, Pink, Silvers, Maurices, 
North Face, Under Armour, Justice, etc. Shoes, Authentic Purses: Michel 
Kors, Coach, Kate Spade, Dooney & Bourke, Polo, etc., Pink Lotions, 
Bath & Body Soaps, Barbies, Disney, Rainbow High, Nickelodeon, Fisher 
Price, Monster High etc., Pioneer Woman, Hearth & Hand, Home Décor, 
Jewelry, Tupperware, Candles, Longaberger, and much more, way too 
much to mention.  Don’t miss this sale best one ever! It’s well worth the 
drive! Lots of new & used items.  Not responsible for accidents.

PUZZLE ANSWERS
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BOARD: New Spanish teacher, cheer coach hired
also set July 20 at 8 a.m. at the high 
school library for its board retreat. 
   Finally, plans for the school’s three-
year e-learning plan through 2029 
will be posted online and the public 
can comment on the plan at a public 
hearing at the next board meeting on 
June 15. 

   In personnel, the board approved 
the following as seasonal custodians: 
Anna Nagode, Abby Nagode, Hallie 
Newton, Keagan Sparks, Paytin Ter-
williger, Alexis Martinez and Abbey 
Desplinter (substitute). Courtney 
Bryner was named head high school 
cheer coach and Colin Potter was ap-
proved as high school Spanish 

teacher. Tom Blumer will serve as 
acting Jr.-Sr. High principal in the 
fall of 2026 while Megan McGann is 
on maternity leave. 
    Mastin reported that elementary 
students showed a 2.29% improve-
ment in students at or above the 60th 
percentile in English language arts 
testing and a 5.83% increase in math. 

Cash-rent rates steady 
By KEVIN BROOKS 

University of Illinois Extension 
   Steady is the key word 
for describing cash rents in 
most of the state for 2026 
compared to 2025. Rel-
atively minor fluctuations 
occurred in a few areas.  
  Sources are the 2026 Illi-
nois Farmland Values and 
Lease Trends compiled by 
the Illinois Society of Pro-

fessional Farm Managers 
and Rural Appraisers and 
Farmdoc Daily. 
  Farms in east-central and 
north-central Illinois 
showed the most reduc-
tions in cash-rental rates, 
especially in excellent to 
good farmland soils. Ac-
cording to ISPFMRA, this 
trend ranged from steady 
to 10-percent lower.  

  Northwestern Illinois is 
experiencing steady to 
slightly higher rents on ex-
cellent farmland. South-

western Illinois rental rates 
are slightly higher on 
good, average and 
fair/poor farmland.  

Continued from Page 1

2026 Per Acre  
Cash Rent Averages by Soil Quality  

Category        Excellent           Good             Average            Fair  
High 1/3               $400              $350               $300             $238 
Mid 1/3                 $375              $325               $273             $200 
Low 1/3                $320              $277               $222             $181             
   Source: 2026 Illinois Farmland Values and Lease Trends compiled by 
the Illinois Society of Professional Farm Managers and Rural Ap-
praisers (ISPFMRA) and Farmdoc Daily 
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   GALVA – The Galva 
Police Department an-
nounced the arrest of a 
Galva man following a 
joint investigation con-
ducted with Homeland Se-
curity Investigations. 
   On May 14, officers with 
the Galva Police Depart-
ment, along with federal 
and local law-enforcement 
partners, executed a search 
warrant at a residence lo-
cated in the 400 block of 

NE 1st St. 
in Galva. 
   As a re-
sult of the 
investiga-
tion, 26-
year-old 
Dalton J. 
Leverette 
of Galva was arrested by 
the Galva Police Depart-
ment on charges of: 
   • Possession of child 
sexual-abuse material. 
   • Non-consensual dis-

semination of sexually ex-
plicit digitized material. 
   Formal charges are cur-
rently being reviewed by 
the Henry County State’s 
Attorney’s Office. 
   The operation was con-
ducted with assistance 
from Homeland Security 
Investigations, the Moline 
Police Department, the 
Kewanee Police Depart-

ment, the Henry County 
Sheriff’s Office Auxiliary, 
the Henry County State’s 
Attorney’s Office and the 
Illinois Attorney General’s 
Office Forensics Division. 
   Leverette was trans-
ported to the Henry 
County Jail, where he is 
being held pending his 
first court appearance.

Galva man arrested for child sex material

Leverette



Wyoming library hosts 
family fun day May 28 
   WYOMING –The Wyoming Pub-
lic Library is hosting a Rural Roots 
Family Fun Day on May 28 from 10-
11:30 a.m. at the library, located at 
109 N. 7th St. 
   Visitors are encouraged to bring the 
whole family for a free day of learn-
ing and fun while celebrating agricul-
tural heritage with Illinois Extension 
and community partners. 
   This event includes a variety of sta-
tions, including a free petting zoo 
and hands-on stations to explore agri-
culture, gardening, nutrition and 4-H 
activities; games and prizes; Birth to 
Five and Society of Growth will have 
activities; stop inside the library for 
more family activities; and pick up 
free recipe cards, grocery totes and 
Extension information (while 
supplies last). 

Bishop Hill Honor Flight 
benefit on June 13 
   BISHOP HILL – The 17th annual 
Honor Flight benefit returns to 
Bishop Hill on June 13 from 7 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the Filling Station Res-
taurant, 303 N. Bishop Hill Street.  
   All proceeds will be donated to 
Honor Flight of the Quad Cities. On 
Saturday, the Filling Station will host 
a pay-what-you-can breakfast buffet 
and then a lunch buffet; the grill will 
not be open. There will also be a raf-
fle from 8-11 a.m., followed by a live 
auction at 11 a.m. The event will fea-
ture free live music. 
   Since the start of this benefit, the 
community has raised more than 
$170,000 for the Quad Cities Chapter 

of the Honor Flight Network. Area 
veterans will be provided with a free 
trip to Washington, D.C., to visit their 
memorial with priority given to sur-
vivors of World War II, Korean War, 
Vietnam War and any veteran with a 
terminal illness. Honor Flight Quad 
Cities operates on donations from or-
ganizations and individuals. 
   Monetary donations, donations of 
raffle and baked goods are currently 
being accepted at the Filling Station. 
Raffle donations can be made until 
June 11. Baked-goods donations 
need to be dropped off on June 12.  
   To donate, volunteer or for more 
information, contact Nicci Dillon at 
(309) 927-3355 or Joella Krause at 
(414) 573-4724. 
Bradford 8th-grade  
graduate honors awarded 
   BRADFORD – Bradford Junior 
High 8th-grade graduates recently re-
cieved the following awards:  
   • Derek Alexander, Presidential 
Excellence Award. 
   • Alec Barto-Colvin, G. Russell 
Huey Science Award. 
   • Ian Cresto, NJHS Academic 
Achievement and Presidential Excel-
lence. 
   • Klaire Rumbold, American Le-
gion Award and NJHS Academic 
Achievement. 
   • Alice Waldinger, ELA Award, 
J.W. Ellis Math Award and Presiden-
tial Excellence.   
   • Silas Smith, American Legion 
Award, NJHS Academic Achieve-
ment, Alice Waldinger ELA Award 
and Presidential Excellence. 
   • Serenity Stutler, Presidential Ex-
cellence. 

Pheasants Forever 
holding trap shoots 
   CHILLICOTHE – The Illinois Val-
ley River chapter of Pheasants 
Forever will hold trap shoots for girls 
and boys (through high school age) 
every Monday in June, beginning 
June 1.  
   Shoots will be at the Chillicothe 
Sportsman’s Club from 5-6 p.m. and 
6-7 p.m. Call Mike Aldrich at (309) 
229-4090 to schedule a time. Pheas-
ants Forever will supply two boxes 
of shells (20 or 12 gauge). Shooters 
will be asked to pay for clay birds 
and $5 for each box of shells. 

Galva-area Memorial 
Day services scheduled 
   GALVA – Memorial Day services 
at Galva Cemetery will be held Mon-
day at 10 a.m. 
   The Galva Fusillers will be present, 
Olaf Collinson will play Taps. Miss 
Poppy, Bryley Glisan, daughter of 
Bryce Glisan and Lerin Mallery, will 
be present and the guest speaker is 
Galva’s recently promoted Lt. A J. 
Conner of the U.S. Army. The Fu-
siller’s will also be in Bishop Hill 
Cemetery at 9 a.m., and from Galva 
Cemetery will be at the Catholic 
Cemetery and then proceed to La-
Fayette Cemetery. 
   Also, volunteers are needed to help 
with the Avenue of Flags at the Galva 
Cemetery. Volunteers are needed 
Monday at the Legion building on 
Wallace Street at 6 a.m. to load flags 
and at 4 p.m. at Galva Cemetery to 
take down the flags and return them 
to the Legion building. 

- Carol Townsend
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  Toulon Methodist Church 
229 W. Main St., P.O. Box 538, Toulon, IL. 61483 

Phone (309) 286-2224 
Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 286-2224  or (217) 778-1591 
Toulon Sunday School 9:15 a.m., all ages & Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

LaFayette Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 17, P.O. Box 147, LaFayette, IL. 61449 

Phone (309) 995-3371 
 Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 995-3371 or (217) 778-1591 

LaFayette Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

West Jersey United Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 78, West Jersey, IL • Rev. Pablo Marty 

Phone (217) 425-5707 
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

Elmira United Presbyterian Church 
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 • (309) 896-3481 

Services each Sunday at 9 a.m. 
www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
website: www.thegathering.life/ 

www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

1st Congregational Church of Toulon 
Reverend David Graham 

218 N. Henderson St., Toulon • (309) 286-4901 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  

Galva Congregational Church 
 Pastor Marshall Jones 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 
Rev. Bryan Griem, Pastor 

(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

Wyoming Nazarene Church 
517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 

Rev. Shawna Marsh 
Sunday School: 10 a.m., All ages • Sunday Worship: 11 a.m. 

Wednesday Prayer & Fellowship 5:30 to 6:30 
Thursday Kids Club 5:30 to 7 p.m. 

Baby Connection: Wednesday and Thursdays 9 - 11 a.m. 
Facebook: Wyoming Naz • Website: www.wyomingnaz.com 

First Congregational Church  
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational Church of Wyoming, Illinois 

Toulon First Baptist Church 
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon • (309) 286-4611 

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 
www.ToulonBaptist.com 

www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
allsaintsil.com 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly    Rev. Randy Swanson (interim) 
Wednesday: 4:30 p.m. "See Through the Scriptures" Bible Study,  

5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall) 
Sunday:  Worship: 9 a.m. 

Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 
1-309-932-3346 

Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 

Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 • (309) 932-2460 
preachinghope@gmail.com   •   galvafirst@gmail.com 

Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.  

Holy Trinity National Catholic Church 
Father John Cramer 

716 N. Tremont, Kewanee, IL 
Mass - Sat. at 5 p.m., Sun. at 9 a.m., Mon.-Thurs. at 9 a.m. 

Rectory Phone: 309-852-5191 Father Cramer Phone: 574-329-9292 
St. Dominic Catholic Church of Incarnation Parish 

303 N Galena Ave - Wyoming, IL - 309-385-2578 
officeic25@gmail.com - incarnationcatholic.org 

Mass Times: Saturdays 5 p.m. in Brimfield  
Sundays 8AM in Wyoming - 9 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. in Princeville 

Religious Education - 10 a.m. Sunday Mornings 

Wyoming United Methodist Church 
Pastor Rebecca Klemm 

302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.   
309-606-9027 

Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 
Service is held at 10 a.m. Sunday morning. 

Bradford Leet United Methodist Church 
Boyd's Grove United Methodist Church 

Leet UMC 118 E. Main St., Bradford, IL 61421 
Services on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

Boyd's Grove UMC 1976 Wyanet Walnut Rd, Bradford, IL. 61421 
Services on Sundays at 9 a.m. 

Rev Dan Wright 
309-897-8113     309-507-1626 

thewrights62@hotmail.com 

Bradford Apostolic Christian Church 
440 E Main St Bradford IL 61421 

9:45 a.m. Sunday Worship Service and simultaneous Sunday 
School pre-K thru 12+ 

11:00 Lunch and Fellowship, 12:15 2nd Sunday Worship 
Wednesday Worship Service 7:15 pm 

www.bradfordacchurch.org; info@bradfordacchurch.org 

Join the directory for $150 per year. Email ads@prairie-news.com or mail information to (with a 
check made out to Lampe Publications LLC)  The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240. 

OBITUARIES

Mary J. Gardiner-Atkinson 
   GALVA – Mary Jane Gardiner-At-
kinson, 100, of Galva, died at 7:20 
p.m., Thursday, May 14, 2026, at 
OSF Saint Luke Medical Center in 
Kewanee. 
   She was born on March 6, 1926, in 
Kewanee, the 
daughter of Rob-
ert and Maurine 
(Robbins) Ste-
wart. She married 
Alan Gardiner-At-
kinson in June of 
1953, and he pre-
ceded her in death 
on Feb. 5, 1955. 
Survivors include 
her son, Alan of Galva. She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents. 
   Mary Jane received bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from the University 
of Illinois. She worked as a school 
teacher and principal with the Galva 
School District. In her early years, 
before she left for Africa, she worked 
at the Field Museum of Natural His-
tory in Chicago and for the Lake 
Shore Bank.  
   While in Africa, she met her hus-
band in Johannesburg. He was tragi-
cally killed in a plane crash on Feb. 
5, 1955, in Nigeria. After returning to 
the United States, she completed her 
education. After retiring from teach-
ing, she also worked for Metritech in 
Bloomington.  
   She was of the Methodist faith and 
belonged to P.E.O. and the Bishop 
Hill Heritage Association, where she 
served on the board and as an interim 
executive director. She was also ac-
tive for many years on the Galva 
Planning Commission. Mary Jane 
also enjoyed reading mysteries and 
history books and doing crossword 
puzzles. 
   Cremation will be accorded and a 
memorial service will be held at a 
later date. Private inurnment will be 
held in Galva Cemetery. Memorials 
may be directed to the Galva Public 
Library or the Bishop Hill Heritage 
Association. 

Julie A. Jones 
   WYOMING – Julie A. Jones, 79, 
of Wyoming, passed away at 9:16 
a.m. on Tuesday, May 12, 2026, at 
home surrounded by loving family. 
Born in Spring-
field, on Feb. 28, 
1947, she was the 
daughter of the 
late John A. and 
Lois G. (Ingersoll) 
Andrews.  
   She was mar-
ried to Herman 
Jerome “Jerry” 
Jones, and to-
gether they had five children. 
   Surviving Julie are three children, 
Laura (Donald) Charvat of Wyo-
ming, David “Butch” (Sonya Jensen) 
Jones of Toulon and Sharon (Neal) 
Shryock of Wyoming; 14 grandchil-
dren, Jolene Jones, Jennifer Jones, 
Justin (Natasha) Jones, Jeremy 
(Nikki) Jones, Josh (Taylor) Jones, 
Jeffery Charvat, Joey (Serena) Char-
vat, David Jones Jr., Michael Jones, 
Courtney (Mike Massey) Jones, 
Timothy Shryock, Haley Shryock, 
Robert (Jamie) Charvat and Kayla 
(Aaron) Hoffman; 30 great-grand-
children; one great-great-grandchild; 
and a brother, Richard Andrews of 
Pekin.  
   Aside from her parents, she was 

preceded in death by two children, 
Michael Jones and Dorene Jones; 
granddaughter Shelby Charvat; and 
many brothers and sisters. 
   Julie was employed as a CNA at 
Pekin Manor and Morton Terrace for 
many years. She enjoyed playing 
poker machines and bingo, and 
spending time with her family, espe-
cially baking for them and gathering 
everyone during the holidays. 
   Visitation was to take place on 
Monday, May 18, 2026, at Remmert 
Funeral Home, from 9 until the time 
of service at 11 a.m. Internment will 
follow in Pleasant Hill Cemetery in 
Lexington. Condolences and mem-
ories may be shared through Rem-
mertFuneralHome.com. 

Eleanor A. Tiller 
   CHILLICOTHE – Eleanor A. 
“Peaches” Tiller, 84, of Chillicothe, 
formerly of Wyoming, passed away 
at 8:15 a.m. Tuesday, May 12, 2026, 
at Arc at Chillicothe.  
   Eleanor was born on Aug. 12, 
1941, in San Francisco to Fred and 
Beatrice “Bea” 
(Pomeroy) Ferris. 
She married James 
M. Tiller on April 
14, 1957; he pre-
ceded her in death.  
   Surviving are 
one son, James 
“Randy” (Patti) 
Tiller of West Vir-
ginia; one daugh-
ter, Deborah Tiller of Florida; seven 
grandchildren, Kenneth, Janelle and 
Mikayla Tiller, Kenny Bolden, Sarah 
Karaba, Colton and Michael Blakey; 
several great-grandchildren; two 
sisters, Sandi Clark and Beatrice “Ju-
nior” Rachel of Wyoming.  
   She was preceded in death by her 
parents and two brothers-in-law, Bob 
Clark and Dave Rachel.  
   Eleanor was a 41-year member of 
the Wyoming American Legion Aux-
iliary. She owned Fred’s Chat & 
Chew Restaurant and later Thee Cu-
riosity Consignment Shoppe in Wyo-
ming. Eleanor proudly started Toys 
for Tots and with Darwin Terwilliger 
co-founded the Stark County Spoon 
River Drive that continues today as 
the Stark County Fall Festival.  
   She loved all of her black L0ab 
dogs, helping veterans, vending at 
flea markets, crocheting, time with 
family and Wyoming High School 
football. Eleanor loved God and had 
a big Christian heart, always giving 
and expecting nothing in return. 
Above all else, she loved being a 
wife and mom.  
   Her funeral was to be at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, May 21, 2026, beginning 
with the Wyoming American Legion 
Women’s Auxiliary at Golnick 
Family Funeral & Cremation Serv-
ices (Formerly Haskell) in Wyoming. 
The Rev. Shawna Marsh will offici-
ate. Visitation was to be from 4:30-
6:30 p.m. also on Thursday, May 21, 
2026, at the funeral home.  
   Memorial contributions may be 
made to Wyoming American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit 91.  
   Condolences may be left for Elea-
nor’s family on her tribute wall at 
www.golnickhaskellfh.com. 

Walter T. Tracy 
   SPARTA, Tenn. – Walter Thomas 
“Tom” Tracy died unexpectedly at 
his home on Friday, March 14, 
2026, in Sparta, Tenn.  
   Born Tuesday, July 8, 1947, in 
Kewanee, he was the son of the late 

Dean Tracy and the late Irma Tracy. 
   He is survived by his sister-in-
law, Erminda Marie (Clay) Ayers of 
Tryon, N.C.; and a brother-in-law, 
Wayne Andrew (Karin) McIntire  of 
Galva. 
   Tom was known to many as 
Uncle Tom and is survived by many 
nieces and 
nephews, includ-
ing Amy Himlin 
(Dustin) Rawl-
ings and their 
sons Wyatt Mat-
thew, Tucker 
Alan and Dustin 
Wesley of Dur-
ham, N.C.; and 
Chloe (Kevin) Konstant and their 
two sons. Surviving nephews in-
clude Rodney Tracy of Florida; 
Chris Tracy and his children, Riley 
and Lila, of Florida; Paige Ryan 
Tracy and his daughters, Paisley 
Reagan, Peyton Raquel and step-
daughter Chloe Grace Harrington of 
Wyoming; and Ross (Olivia) McIn-
tire and Thomas Wayne (Kimber-
lee) McIntire, who have a son and 
daughter, both of Galesburg. 
   He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Dean and Irma Tracy, and 
brothers, Gary Tracy and Paul 
Tracy. 
   Tom grew up on the family farm 
outside of Castleton and graduated 
from Wyoming High School in 
1965 as valedictorian of his class. 
He married his high school sweet-
heart, Sandy McIntire, on June 18, 
1966, in Princeville. It is said that 
from the moment Tom saw Sandy, 
he was smitten with her. Before 
Sandy passed away, they had cele-
brated 50 years of marriage to-
gether.  
   He later graduated from Illinois 
Institute of Technology in 1970 
with a bachelor’s degree in business 
and economics. During his college 
years  he was a member of the Air 
Force ROTC. After college, Tom 
worked for various companies such 
as Funk’s, A.O. Smith, a large 
foundry in Chicago, and a stint de-
veloping a retrofit business with 
some other men before striking out 
on his own and developing TNC In-
tegration Inc. 
   Tom and Sandy traveled exten-
sively during their life together, ren-
ovating houses and collecting 
beautiful antiques from every locale 
they called home.  
   Tom worked with his company, 
TNC Integration Inc., up to the day 
before he passed away.  
   Tom will be remembered as a 
loving, generous man, husband and 
uncle who loved his nieces and 
nephews as his own. Tom had sev-
eral annual shopping trips with 
Paige’s daughters, and we are sure 
they will miss the time he gave 
them.  
   A graveside service will be held 
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, June 13, 
2026, at Sheets Cemetery in rural 
Wyoming. A luncheon will be from 
noon to 3 p.m. at Speer Community 
Bank, 14 Main St., Speer. Burial 
will be in Sheets Cemetery. All are 
welcome to attend and celebrate 
Tom’s life. 
   In lieu of flowers, please consider 
supporting the Stark County His-
torical Society, P.O. Box 524, Tou-
lon, IL 61483. Both Tom and Sandy 
had been active in the work and 
support of this group.  

Jones

Atkinson

Tiller

Tracy
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF  

ILLINOIS STARK COUNTY  
– IN PROBATE  

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
RITA M. HENNEBERRY, Deceased. 
Case No. 2026 PR 3  

CLAIM NOTICE  
   Notice is given of the death of the 
above-named Decedent and that 
Letters of Office were issued May 1, 
2026, to Margy M. Rogers and Don-
ald A. Rogers, as Independent Rep-
resentatives, whose address is Box 
90, Bishop Hill, IL 61419-0090, and 
whose attorney is Zoe S. Walton, of 
Miller, Hall & Triggs, LLC, 416 
Main Street, Suite 1125, Peoria, Il-
linois 61602 ((309) 671-9600).  
   Claims may be filed on or before 
December 1, 2026, and any claim not 
filed on or before that date is barred. 
   Claims may be filed with the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court, Stark County, Illi-
nois; the Representatives; or both. 
Within ten (10) days after a claim is 
filed with the Court, the claimant 
must mail or deliver a copy of the 

claim to the Representatives and the 
Representatives’ attorney; and shall 
file with the Court proof of mailing or 
delivery.  
   E-filing is now mandatory for doc-
uments in civil cases with limited ex-
emptions. To e-file, you must first 
create an account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit https://efile.illi-
noiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm 
to learn more and to select a service 
provider. If you need additional help 
or have trouble e-filing, visit 
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/ge-
thelp.asp.  

Margy M. Rogers  
Independent Representative  
Donald A. Rogers  
Independent Representative  
Zoe S. Walton  
(zoe.walton@mhtlaw.com) 

ARDC No. 6354098  
MILLER, HALL & TRIGGS, LLC 416 
Main Street,  
Suite 1125 Peoria, Illinois 61602 
Telephone: (309) 671-9600  
Facsimile: (309) 671-9616 
8061-965102 

Published 5/22, 5/29, 6/5/2026 
• • • 

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 202200060 
TO: 
Adam D Darling 
Spouse of Adam D Darling 
Adam D Darling 
Spouse of Adam D Darling 
Adam D Darling 
Spouse of Adam D Darling 
Occupant 

Joyce A Conrad 
Spouse of Joyce A Conrad 
Better Banks 
Better Banks 
Stark County Clerk 

Persons in occupancy or actual 
possession of said property; 
Unknown owners or parties inter-
ested in said land or lots. 
A Petition for Tax Deed on premise 
described below has been filed with 
the Circuit Clerk of 

STARK County, IL as Case No. 
2026TX10 
   The Property is located at: 
10200 Twp Rd 62 N, Princeville, IL 
61559 
Property Index Number: 07-35-100-
015 
Said Property was sold on 
10/24/2023 for Delinquent Real Es-
tate Taxes and/or Special Assess-

ments for the year 2022. 
The period of redemption will ex-

pire on 9/16/2026. On 10/02/2026 at 
10:00 AM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance of a 
Tax Deed. 
1095 Investments, LLC, 
Petitioner 
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LEGAL ADS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS 
HENRY COUNTY 

 
ESTATE OF CAROL M. DeRYCKE, Deceased 
Case No. 2026-PR-48 

CLAIM NOTICE 
  NOTICE IS GIVEN of the death of CAROL M. DeRYCKE, of Kewa-
nee, Illinois. LettersTestamentary were issued on April 30, 2026, to 
MARK P. DERYCKE and LOIS J. WALLACE, Independent Co-Execu-
tors, 4009 W. Hearthwood Dr., Dunlap, IL 61525, and 3135 E. Le-
land Circle, Mesa, AZ 85213 whose attorneys are Benckendorf & 
Benckendorf, P.C., 100 N. Main Street, Morton, IL 61550. Claims 
may be filed on or before November 29, 2026, being more than six 
(6) months from the date of the first publication hereof: any claim 
not filed within that period is barred. Claims may be filed in the of-
fice of the Clerk of this Court at the Henry County Courthouse, 307 
W. Center St., Cambridge, IL 61238, with the Independent CO-Ex-
ecutors or with the attorney of record. E-filing is now mandatory 
for documents in civil cases with limited exemptions. To e-file, you 
must first create an account with an e-filing service provider. Visit 
http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm to learn more 
and to select a provider.  if you need additional or have trouble e-
filing visit http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAq/gethelp.asp. Within ten 
(10) days after a claimant files a claim with the Court, the claimant 
must mail or deliver a copy of the claim to the Independent Co-Ex-
ecutors and to their attorney of record and file with the Court a 
proof of mailing or delivery of said copies. 
   Dated this 8th day of April 2026. 

/s/ MARK P. DeRYCKE 
/s/ LOIS J. WALLACE 

This Document Prepared By: 
Benckendorf & Beckendorf, P.C. 
100 N. Main Street 
Morton, IL 61550 
Tel.: (309) 673-0797 
2026-2718 
Published  5/15, 5/22, 5/29/26

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT ILLINOIS 

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
 

Estate of CHERYL ANN DOWELL, deceased 
No. 2026-PR-52 

CLAIM NOTICE 
  Notice is given of the death of CHERYL ANN DOWELL.  Letters 
of Office were issued on May 1, 2026, to Gregory Steven Dowell, 
20346 N. Park Hill Dr., Deer Park, IL 60010 as Independent Execu-
tor, whose attorney is Michael Massie, Massie & Quick, LLC, P.O. 
Box 205, Galva, IL 61434. 

Claims against the estate may be filed in the office of the Henry 
County Circuit Clerk, Henry County Courthouse, 307 W. Center 
St., Cambridge, IL 61238, or with the representative, or both, 
within six months from the date of first publication, the BAR DATE, 
and any claim not filed within that period is barred.  Copies of a 
claim filed with the clerk must be mailed or delivered to the repre-
sentative and to the attorney within ten days after it has been filed.   

Massie & Quick, LLC 
Michael E. Massie 
Attorneys for Estate 
P.O. Box 205 
Galva, IL 6l434 
Telephone: (309) 932-2168 
ARDC #: 1788949 

 Published  5/15, 5/22, 5/29/26

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT  

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
Estate of SANDRA KAY POLLOCK, deceased 
No. 2026-PR-54 

CLAIM NOTICE 
  Notice is given of the death of SANDRA KAY POLLOCK.  Letters 
of Office were issued on May 6, 2026, to Rock Miller Pollock of 
1950 Bayshore Dr., Englewood, FL 34223 as Independent Executor, 
whose attorney is Michael Massie, Massie & Quick, LLC, P.O. Box 
205, Galva, IL 61434. 
   Claims against the estate may be filed in the office of the Henry 
County Circuit Clerk, Henry County Courthouse, 307 W. Center 
St., Cambridge, IL 61238, or with the representative, or both, 
within six months from the date of first publication, the BAR DATE, 
and any claim not filed within that period is barred.  Copies of a 
claim filed with the clerk must be mailed or delivered to the repre-
sentative and to the attorney within ten days after it has been filed.  

Massie & Quick, LLC 
Michael E. Massie 
Attorneys for Estate 
P.O. Box 205 
Galva, IL 6l434 
Telephone: (309) 932-2168 
ARDC #: 1788949 

 Published  5/15, 5/22, 5/29/26

 
 
Division of Aeronautics 
1 Langhorne Bond Drive / Springfield, Illinois / 62707-8415 

NOTICE 
DOCKET # 26-26 

 
In re: Application of Denny Webster to Construct a new Re-
stricted Landing Area (RLA) heliport known as Denny Webster Heli-
port RLA near Toulon, Illinois. 

Please take notice that on or after June 7, 2026, the Division of 
Aeronautics intends to enter an Order, pursuant to Section 60 of 
the Illinois Aeronautics Act (620 ILCS 5/60), approving the applica-
tion of Denny Webster for an RLA heliport, owned and operated by 
Denny Webster, to be known as Denny Webster Heliport RLA. The 
facility will be located near Toulon in Township 14E, Range 6E 
Fourth Meridian Principal, Stark County, Illinois.  

Said Order shall provide for the issuance of a Certificate of Ap-
proval for the RLA, after sufficient completion thereof, as proposed 
by the application to meet all minimum requirements of the Divi-
sion for the operation of a RLA, and in accordance with a final in-
spection; and, shall further provide for the nullification of said 
Order if the Order is not acted upon and a Certificate of Approval is-
sued within 18 months from the effective date.  

Said Order shall further provide that the Order and any Certifi-
cate of Approval issued pursuant thereto are not intended to and do 
not pre-empt, waive, suspend or modify any zoning regulations, 
building code requirements, or local ordinances adopted by any 
local governmental bodies having jurisdiction to control and im-
pose land use restrictions. 
 All affected persons notified herein may, prior to the entry of 
said Order, file objections to (or comments on) the subject matter 
of said Order.  After the entry of said Order such persons may enter 
written comments or request a hearing as to the validity or reason-
ableness of said Order within fifteen (15) days of the service date 
of the Order to: IDOT-Division of Aeronautics, Bureau of Aviation 
Safety, 1 Langhorne Bond Drive, Springfield, Illinois 62707-8415. 

Clayton Stambaugh, Deputy Director  
Office of Intermodal Project Implementation  

 
DATED: May 8, 2026 TO BE SERVED: May 23, 2026 
 Published  5/22/26

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE  
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT  
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

 
STERLING FEDERAL BANK F.S.B,  
Plaintiff, 
vs. 
2025FC4 
HEARTLAND EQUITIES TOULON, LLC, AN ILLINOIS LIMITED LI-
ABILITY COMPANY 
Defendant. 
LEGAL NOTICE FOR FORECLOSURE SALE – PUBLIC AUCTION OF 
REAL ESTATE (IT IS ADVISED THAT INTERESTED PARTIES CON-
SULT THEIR OWN ATTORNEYS BEFORE BIDDING AT FORECLO-
SURE SALES.) 

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to a JUDGMENT 
OF FORECLOSURE entered by the Court in the above-entitled cause 
on May 1, 2026, the property hereinafter described will be sold to 
the highest qualified bidder. 

(A) The name, address, and telephone number of the person to 
contact for information regarding the real estate is Brad Kolb, Ster-
ling Federal Bank F.S.B, 815-622-3361. 

(B) The common address of the real estate is 524 East Jefferson 
Street, Toulon, Illinois 61483 and its legal description is: 
All of Lot Five (5), and a part of Lot Four (4) bounded and de-
scribed as follows: Beginning at the Northeast Corner of said Lot 
Four (4) and running thence West Fifteen (15) feet, thence South 
Two Hundred Eleven (211) feet, thence East Fifteen (15) feet, and 
thence North Two Hundred Eleven (211) feet to the place of begin-
ning; all being in John Culbertson's Eastern Addition to the City of 
Toulon and situated in the County of Stark and State of Illinois.  

(C) The real estate consists of a commercial trailer park. 
(D) The time and place of the sale are as follows: 10:30 a.m. on 

June 18th, 2026 at Stark County Courthouse, 130 W. Main Street, 
Toulon, IL 61483.  

(E) The terms of the sale are 100 percent of the purchase price 
at the time of the auction sale. All payments shall be by CASH, 
BANK DRAFT, or CERTIFIED FUNDS.  Any sale is subject to Court 
approval.  Any specific restrictions on property or title will be an-
nounced day of sale.  ANNOUNCEMENTS DAY OF SALE TAKE 
PRECEDENCE OVER ANY PRINTED MATERIAL. 

(F) The case title, case number and the court in which the fore-
closure was filed are specified above. 

(G) The sale shall be subject to all easements, covenants, re-
strictions and reservations of record, taxes for the year 2024 and 
all subsequent years. 

(H) No other information is required to be disclosed. 
STERLING FEDERAL BANK F.S.B 
Plaintiff, 
By WARD, MURRAY, PACE & JOHNSON, P.C. 
Its Attorneys 

Maverik A. Good – ARDC 6342150 
Ward, Murray, Pace & Johnson, P.C. 
Attorney for Sterling Federal Bank F.S.B 
202 E. 5th Street | P.O. Box 400 
Sterling, IL 61081 
P: 815.625.8200 
good@wmpj.com  
 Published  5/22, 5/29, 6/5/26

CIRCUIT COURT OF THE TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
STARK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

ESTATE OF RICHARD W. BAUER, DECEASED                 
NO.  2026PR10 

CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given of the death of Richard W. Bauer.  Letters of of-

fice were issued to Anne C. Cantwell of 14580 Canyon 7 Rd., PMB 
158, Guerneville, CA 95446 as Independent Executor whose attor-
neys are Angel, Isaacson & Tracy, 111 Park Avenue East, Prince-
ton, Illinois 61356. 

Claims against the estate may be filed in the Office of the Clerk 
of the Court, Stark County Courthouse, 130 W. Main St., PO Box 
426, Toulon, IL 61483, or with the Independent Executor, or both, 
on or before November 22, 2026, or, if mailing or delivery of a no-
tice from the Independent Executor is required by Section 18-3 of 
the Probate Act of 1975, the date stated in that notice.  Any claim 
not filed on or before that date is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the clerk must be mailed or delivered to the Independent Ex-
ecutor and to the attorneys within 10 days after it has been filed.   

E-filing is now mandatory for documents in civil cases with lim-
ited exemptions.  To  e-file, you must first create an account with 
an e-filing service provider.  Visit https://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ser-
vice-providers.htm to learn more and to select a service provider.  
If you need additional help or have trouble e-filing, visit 
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp. 

Dated this 22nd day of May, 2026.                          
Angel, Isaacson & Tracy 
Attorneys for Estate  
111 Park Avenue East
Princeton, IL  61356  
815-875-6551 
Published  5/22, 5/29, 6/5/26

Continued on Page 11

NOTICE 
CITY OF WYOMING 

THE SALE OF REAL ESTATE KNOWN AS 
611 N 7th Street 

  The City of Wyoming is accepting sealed bids, for the sale of a va-
cant lot the City owns. 611 N. 7th Street, legally described as City of 
Wyoming-Castle’s Addition Lots 2,3,6, & 7 Except S 8’ 155 X 190.  
Parcel # 04-36-113-006 

Minimum bid of $2000.00 
  All bids shall be submitted to Wyoming City Clerk, at 108 E. Williams 
Street, Wyoming IL 61491, in sealed envelopes clearly marked on 
the outside with “611 N 7th Street”. 
   Bids will be accepted until 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 9, 2026, at 
City Hall.  Bids will be opened at the City Council Meeting on June 9, 
2026 starting at 6:00 p.m.at the Paramount Theater, 104 S. 7th 
Street, Wyoming IL. 
   The accepted bid will be determined by a 3/4ths vote of the corpo-
rate authorities to be in the best interest of the City. The City has the 
right to reject any or all bids received.  
   The City requires the successful bidder to deposit Ten (10%) per-
cent of the accepted bid with the City Attorney not more than 24 
hours after acceptance and pay the balance within Thirty (30) days 
thereafter. 
   If you have any questions or want to view the property, please 
call City Hall to set up an appointment Monday – Friday, 7:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. at (309) 695-4831 
 Published 5/22, 5/29, 6/5/26

NOTICE 
CITY OF WYOMING 

THE SALE OF REAL ESTATE KNOWN AS 
103 N. GALENA AVE. 

   The City of Wyoming is accepting sealed bids, for the sale of a va-
cant lot the City owns. 103 N. Galena Ave, legally described as 
Danas Addition City of Wyoming N. part lots 1 & 2 & S 32 lot 16 
block T 155x47.  Parcel # 04-36-319-007.  

Minimum bid of $2000.00 
   All bids shall be submitted to Wyoming City Clerk, at 108 E. Wil-
liams Street, Wyoming IL 61491, in sealed envelopes clearly 
marked on the outside with “103 N. Galena Ave”. 
Bids will be accepted until 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 9, 2026, at City 
Hall.  
   Bids will be opened at the City Council Meeting on June 9th, 2026 
starting at 6:00 p.m. at the Paramount Theater, 104 S. 7th Street, Wy-
oming IL. 
   The accepted bid will be determined by a 3/4ths vote of the corpo-
rate authorities to be in the best interest of the City. The City has the 
right to reject any or all bids received.  
   The City requires the successful bidder to deposit Ten (10%) per-
cent of the accepted bid with the City Attorney not more than 24 
hours after acceptance and pay the balance within Thirty (30) days 
thereafter. 
   If you have any questions or want to view the property, please 
call City Hall to set up an appointment Monday – Friday, 7:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. at (309) 695-4831 
 Published 5/22, 5/29, 6/5/26
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SPORTS: Top-seed Stark County has regional SB opener postponed
   That’s also true of the 
Smith sisters. Cheyenh 
won the 800 at Farmington 
in 2:21.22 and ranks sixth 
after sectionals. Dusti won 
the 1,600 in 5:09.18 and is 
seeded fifth. 
   The Smith sisters, Rorem 
and Terwilliger were also 
part of Stark County’s 
qualifying 4x400 relay that 
was second at Farmington 
in 4:11.76. 
   Terwilliger is not worried 
the work load will be too 
much, since the Smiths 
have followed the same re-
gime all season and will ac-
tually have more rest time 
at state. 
   “They know what it feels 
like and we know what 
they need recovery wise,” 
he said. “I expect both of 
them to walk out of there 
with a medal in their open 

events.” 
   Other qualifiers are sen-
ior Claire Bowser, who was 
second in high jump after 
clearing 5-1.75, and Gia 
Swearingen, third in the 
100 after a personal-best 
time of 12.71 seconds that 
has her seeded 21st. 
   A repeat qualifier, 
Bowser is one of 15 
jumpers tied for the No. 7 
seed but will be in the first 
flight, giving her a chance 
to see what height she 
needs to clear to make the 
top 12 in order to reach 
Saturday’s finals. She was 
16th last spring. 
   • SC Boys Track – The 
Rebels ran Wednesday at 
Mercer County in the Class 
1A boys sectional where 
sophomore Evan Knobloch 
is seeded first in the 3,200 
and third in the 1,600. 
   • SC Softball – Weather 

delayed by one day a Class 
1A regional opener for 
Stark County, the top seed 
in its Williamsfield sub-
sectional. The Rebels were 
to play in a regional semifi-
nal Wednesday at Annawan 
vs. No. 8 Princeville, a 12-
2 winner Tuesday over 
Lowpoint-Washburn.  
   An eight-game SC win 
streak ended May 15 in its 
regular-season finale, a 5-4 
loss at ROWVA-Williams-
field. Sophie Finnegan was 
3-for-4. 
   • SC Baseball – Stark 
County (7-24) split two 
games last weekend, beat-
ing Earlville 18-8 on Fri-
day before falling to 
Triopia 8-6 on Saturday. 
   The Rebels ended the 
Earlville game after five by 
scoring nine runs in the 
fifth. Connor Daum had a 
bases-loaded triple in the 

second inning and finished 
2-for-3 with four RBI. 
   Ben Browning had an 
RBI triple in the fifth and 
went 3-for-4. Gage Shad-
ley, Khaidon Turnbull, 
Wyatt Snider and Ramsey 
Listwan all had multiple 
hits in Stark County’s 16-
hit attack.  
   Kaedon Steelman was 2-
for-3 with a triple and three 
RBI and Browning also 
collected a triple in going 
2-for-3 against Triopia. 
Landon Ouart and Jordan 
Walton were also 2-for-3. 
   In other games last week, 
Orion beat Stark County 
13-3 on May 12 and Illini 
Bluffs won by an identical 
result two days later. SC 
was limited to three hits in 
both setbacks. 
   • Galva Baseball – MJ 
Louck shined in a 12-2 
run-rule win over Peoria 

Heights on May 15. He 
was 3-for-3 with a double 
and triple and scored three 
runs. Louck also threw the 
five-inning complete game, 
allowing two runs with 
seven strikeouts. Blake 
Stahl was also 3-for-3 with 
two doubles and three RBI. 
   Galva (7-13) lost to Bu-
reau Valley 10-0 on May 
12. Louck was 2-for-2. 
   • State baseball – Galva 
is the 10th seed and Stark 
County is the 11th seed in 
their sub-sectional and will 
play Class 1A regional 
quarterfinals on Monday. 
Galva is at seventh-seeded 
Henry-Senachwine at 4:30 
p.m. and Stark County 
plays at sixth-seeded Mor-
rison at 4:30 p.m.  
   The Galva-Henry winner 
will face second-seeded 
Orion on May 27 at 4 p.m. 
in a semifinal at the Fulton 
Regional. The Stark 
County-Morrison winner 
will face the third-seeded 
host at 6 p.m. The regional 
final is May 30 at 11 a.m.  
   • Galva softball – For the 
second time in less than a 
week, Biggsville West 

Central beat Galva, this 
time 10-0 in the Wildcats’ 
season-ending Class 1A re-
gional semifinal Tuesday. 
   The regional hosts, the 
top seed in their Williams-
field sub-sectional, had 
eight runs in the second in-
ning of a five-inning game. 
Eighth-seeded Galva (7-17) 
had only two hits, both by 
Kaylyn Gale. 
   West Central beat Galva 
13-2 in a regular-season 
game May 14.  
   Galva won its regional 
opener Monday, 6-1 at 
home against ninth-seeded 
Sciota West Prairie. Amber 
Plummer struck out 12 
batters and allowed only 
three hits. Arabella Porsche 
drove in two runs and 
Kinsley Gale was 3-for-4. 
   In its regular-season fi-
nale, Galva swept a dou-
bleheader May 15 from 
Bureau Valley, 5-2 and 5-0. 
Jovie Weber struck out 13 
and had a three-run double 
in the opener. In the sec-
ond, Alison Bussell was 4-
for-4 with three doubles 
and two RBI. Plummer 
fanned 12.

Continued from Page 12

IESA: Rebels win 2 medals

FOR ANSWERS,  
SEE PAGE 3 

LEGAL ADS

  Published  5/15, 5/22, 5/29/26 
• • • 

TAKE NOTICE 
CERTIFICATE NO. 202200043 
TO: 
Estate of David P Persinger 
Estate of Dwight D Persinger 
Spouse of Dwight D Persinger 
Rebecca Saner 
James Saner 
Sam Delbridge 
Occupant 
Justin Williams 
Lisa Williams 
Hannah Theobald 
Stark County Clerk 
Persons in occupancy or actual pos-
session of said property; 
Unknown owners or parties inter-
ested in said land or lots. 
   A Petition for Tax Deed on premise 
described below has been filed with 
the Circuit Clerk of 
STARK County, IL as Case No. 
2026TX8 
The Property is located at: 
702 N Galena Ave, Wyoming, IL 
61491 
Property Index Number: 04-36-110-
012 
Said Property was sold on 
10/24/2023 for Delinquent Real Es-
tate Taxes and/or Special Assess-

ments for the year 2022. 
    The period of redemption will ex-
pire on 9/16/2026. On 10/02/2026 at 
10:00 AM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance of a 
Tax Deed. 
1095 Investments, LLC, 
Petitioner 
  Published  5/15, 5/22, 5/29/26 

• • • 
TAKE NOTICE 

CERTIFICATE NO. 202200025 
TO: 
Ash M Jones 
Ash M Jones 
Spouse of Ash M Jones 
Ash M Jones 
Spouse of Ash M Jones 
Kyle Burzych 
Occupant 
Stark County Clerk 
   Persons in occupancy or actual 
possession of said property; 
Unknown owners or parties inter-
ested in said land or lots. 
A Petition for Tax Deed on premise 
described below has been filed with 
the Circuit Clerk of 
STARK County, IL as Case No. 
2026TX5 
   The Property is located at: 
103 W Clinton St, Toulon, IL 61483 
Property Index Number: 04-19-101-

004 
   Said Property was sold on 
10/24/2023 for Delinquent Real Es-
tate Taxes and/or Special Assess-
ments for the year 2022. 
   The period of redemption will ex-
pire on 9/16/2026. On 10/02/2026 at 
10:00 AM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance of a 
Tax Deed. 
1095 Investments, LLC, 
Petitioner 
  Published  5/15, 5/22, 5/29/26 

• • • 
TAKE NOTICE 

CERTIFICATE NO. 202200010 
TO: 
Dale R Weir 
Susan Ann Weir 
Amanda Weir 
OccupantLoan of IL LLC 
Illinois Attorney General 
Illinois Department of Revenue 
Stark County Clerk 

Persons in occupancy or actual 

possession of said property; 
Unknown owners or parties inter-
ested in said land or lots. 

A Petition for Tax Deed on prem-
ise described below has been filed 
with the Circuit Clerk of 
STARK County, IL as Case No. 
2026TX3 

The Property is located at: 
321 2nd St, Bradford, IL 61421 
Property Index Number: 02-26-213-
007 

Said Property was sold on 
10/24/2023 for Delinquent Real Es-
tate Taxes and/or Special Assess-
ments for the year 2022. 

The period of redemption will ex-
pire on 9/16/2026. On 10/02/2026 at 
10:00 AM the Petitioner will make 
application to such Court in said 
County for an Order for Issuance of a 
Tax Deed. 
1095 Investments, LLC, 
Petitioner 
  Published  5/15, 5/22, 5/29/26 

• • •

PUBLIC NOTICE 
   A public hearing will be held in the Supervisor of Assessments 
office at the Stark County Courthouse on Thursday, May 29, 2026, 
at 8:30 a.m. 
  The purpose of this hearing will be to inform taxpayers of equal-
ized assessed values of farmland for the 2027 assessment year. 
The Property Tax Code, sections 10-110 through 10-125, 
(35ILCS200/10-110 through 10-125) requires farmland to be as-
sessed in relation to productivity and use, using assessed values 
certified to County assessing officials by the Department of Reve-
nue. 

Renee L. Johnson 
SUPERVISOR OF ASSESSMENTS 

 Published   5/22/26

LEGAL NOTICE 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

On Annual Budget and Appropriation Ordinance 
of Toulon Public Library District 

Notice is hereby given to the Public that on July 13, 2026, at the 
hour of 7:00 p.m. at the Toulon Public Library, Toulon, Illinois, a 
public hearing will be held on the annual Budget and Appropriation 
Ordinance for the Toulon Public Library District for the fiscal year 
beginning July 1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2027.  Any person in-
terested in said budget and ordinance may be present at said time 
and place and may be heard in regard to the budget and ordinance.  
The tentative budget is now on file with the Secretary of the Board 
of Trustees, Toulon Public Library District, at the Library office and 
may be reviewed upon request prior to said hearing by the Public. 
Roberta Cinnamon Date: 5-22-26 
Secretary 
Board of Trustees 
Toulon Public Library District 
 Published  5/22/26

Continued from Page 10

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE  
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT  

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
ESTATE OF Paul L. Palen, Deceased 
No. 2026PR59 

CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

  Notice is given of the death of Paul L. Palen. Letters of Office 
were issued on May 15th, 2026, to Skyler T. Palen, as Independ-
ent Representative whose attorneys are Barash & Everett, LLC. 

Claims against the estate may be filed in the office of the clerk 
of court, Henry County Courthouse, Cambridge, Illinois, or with 
the representative, or both, on or before December 1st, 2026. Any 
claim not filed by that date is barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the representative and to 
the attorney within 10 days after it has been filed.  E-filing is now 
mandatory for documents in civil cases with limited exemptions. 
To e-file, you must first create an account with an e-filing service 
provider.  
Visit: http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a service provider. If you need additional help or 
have trouble e-filing, visit:  http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/ge-
thelp.asp, or talk with your local circuit clerk’s office. 
   Barash & Everett, LLC  
   Attorney for Executor  
   211 W. 2nd St. 
   Kewanee, IL 61443 
   (309) 852-5555  
 Published  5/22, 5/29, 6/5/26

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE  
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT  

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
ESTATE OF Doris E. Lindstrom, Deceased 

No. 2026PR58 
CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

  Notice is given of the death of Doris E. Lindstrom. Letters of Of-
fice were issued on May 19th , 2026, to Dale R. Lindstrom, as In-
dependent Representative whose attorneys are Barash & Everett, 
LLC. 

Claims against the estate may be filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County Courthouse, Cambridge, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, on or before December 1st , 2026. Any 
claim not filed by that date is barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the representative and to 
the attorney within 10 days after it has been filed. E-filing is now 
mandatory for documents in civil cases with limited exemptions. 
To e-file, you must first create an account with an e-filing service 
provider. Visit: http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm 
to learn more and to select a service provider. If you need ad-
ditional help or have trouble e-filing, visit: http://www.illinois-
courts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp, or talk with your local circuit 
clerk’s office. 
   Barash & Everett, LLC  
   Attorney for Executor  
   211 W. 2nd St. 
   Kewanee, IL 61443 
   (309) 852-5555  
 Published  5/22, 5/29, 6/5/26

and Megan Marroquin. 
   • Stark County – Stark 
County 8th-grader Ed-
ward Bickett and the 7th-
grade 4x200 boys relay 
both earned Class 2A 
medals Saturday at the 
IESA state meet. 
   Bickett placed eighth in 

the 100-meter race with a 
time of 12.67 and Stark 
County also earned an 
8th-place medal in the 
4x200 relay. The quartet 
of Brandon Swearingen, 
Joseph Snyder, London 
Smith and Jackson Os-
born posted a season-best 
time of 1:51.99. 

Continued from Page 12
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Bradford wins 2 IESA state titles 
By The Prairie News 

   EAST PEORIA – Led by state cham-
pion Sedona Smith, the six-athlete Brad-
ford 7th-grade girls track team placed 
fourth in Class 1A at the IESA state meet 
on Saturday at the EastSide Centre. 
   Bradford scored 27 points to tie with 
Kewanee Wethersfield for fourth behind 
champion Neoga (56 points), Springfield 
Christian (44) and Pekin Rankin (38). 
   Smith won the 800-meter race in a per-
sonal-best time of 2:25.59 and also ran the 
anchor leg on Bradford’s Class 1A cham-
pion medley relay team. The medley relay 
won with a season-best time of 4:39.59 
and also consisted of Isley Shafer, Stella 
Brady and Rosie Godfrey. 
   The team’s final points came from the 
4x400 relay of Shafer, Izabelle Brady, 
Stella Brady and Godfrey, which placed 

eighth in a season-best time of 4:45.08. 
   Bradford also got a fourth-place finish 
from Cory Stotler in 7th-grade discus after 
his throw of 109 feet, 2 inches. 
   Bradford is coached by Trisha Brown 

Stark Co. hoping for 4x800 win 
Girls relay top-ranked heading into Class 1A state meet

For The Prairie News 

   After a strong sectional 
performance, the Stark 
County girls track team 
headed to state poised to 
bring home more medals. 
   At the May 13 Class 1A 
Farmington Sectional, the 
Lady Rebels won three 
events and advanced six 
athletes to the state meet at 
Eastern Illinois University 
in Charleston. 
   Prelims were Thursday 
and Stark County hoped to 
have several athletes partic-

ipating in Saturday’s state 
finals starting at 10 a.m. 
   Foremost among those is 
the 4x800-meter relay that 
headed to state seeded  
No. 1 in Class 1A and seek-
ing a fourth-straight medal. 
Stark County was ninth in 
2023, seventh in 2022 and 
fourth last year. 
   The quartet of senior 
Cheyenh Smith, freshman 
Norah Rorem, senior Pay-
tin Terwilliger and junior 
Dusti Smith won at Farm-
ington in 9:54.07. While 

that’s the fastest time 
posted at sectionals, it’s 
well off the Lady Rebels’ 
school record of 9:41.1 
posted earlier this spring. 
   All of the runners but 
Rorem ran last year as the 
Lady Rebels placed fourth 
in 9:47.19. 
   “This is the best spot 
we’ve been in and the fas-
test time we’ve ever had,” 
Coach Clint Terwilliger 
said. “They’re primed and 
ready to go.” 
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The Bradford girls track team placed fourth at the 
IESA Class 1A 7th grade state meet Saturday. 
From left to right are Stella Johnston, Izabelle 
Brady, Rosie Godfrey, Isley Shafer, Stella Brady 
and Sedona Smith. Photo by Becki Hoffert.
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