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   WYOMING – In planning for 
expected funds from a Depart-
ment of Energy Clean Energy 
Grant, the Stark County School 
Board on Monday discussed two 
construction projects slated for 
October once monies are re-
leased. 
   One project the board ap-
proved was for Potter and Son’s 
Blacktopping Inc. to pave the 
staff parking lot for $65,000. 
Other work on a new concrete 
apron, a main entrance to the bus 
barn, an asphalt bus lane and ad-
ditional gravel for $107,909 was 
not approved, as Elliott is seek-
ing an extension beyond 30 days 
on the bid until funds are re-
leased. 
   The district received two bids 
for an electric bus barn, one 
from Greiner Buildings of Ke-
wanee for $100,300 plus an al-
ternative bid for a garage door at 
$31,288.55 and one from T&J 
Builders for $72,500 and a 
$9,950 quote from Sullivan 
Door for the garage door. No ac-
tion was taken, as Elliott is seek-
ing an extension beyond 30 days 
on the initial bids. 
   After a public hearing that 
elicited no comments, the board 
also approved an e-learning plan 
for 2026-29 that does not force 

DOE grant 
to fund fall 
school work 
Bus barn, paving work 
planned for October

By The Prairie News 
   SPRINGFIELD – The Stark 
County FFA chapter had a tremen-
dous showing at the 98th Illinois 
State FFA Convention in Spring-
field last week. Six agriscience 
fair projects were selected as state 
winners and all will advance to 
the national level for judging.  
   Students with state-winning 
projects were Cash Kinsella and 
Jaxon Carder, Jake Primo, Toby 
Williams, Taylor Price and Darilis 
Knobloch, Creighton Stahl and 
Madison Ensey and Annalynn 
Terwilliger. 
   Williams was the 2026 winner 
for his Agriscience Proficiency 
Award and was the 2026 State 
STAR in Agriscience. He will ad-
vance with his record book to the 
national level with further judging 
this summer, if selected. 
   Isaac Macke, Will Denton and 
Stahl were also selected to repre-
sent Stark County in the State 
Convention Band. Macke will au-
dition for the 80-member national 
FFA band later this summer. 
   Finally, Stark County FFA was 
selected as a gold-rated chapter in 
Illinois, signifying the top 8% of 
state chapters, and is a finalist can-
didate for the National Chapter 
Award. The National Chapter 
Award is given to the top 3% of 
chapters nationally and judging 
will take place this summer. 
   Macke will represent Stark 
County in Washington D.C. this 
month for leadership training with 
Illinois FFA and the Illinois Farm 
Bureau. 

Stark Co. 
shines at 
FFA event 

Continued on Page 2

The Country Aire Senior Manor in Williamsfield is shown in the above photo. Below are the new owners of the 
building, the husband-and-wife team of Scott Perkins and Bobby Brown. Photos by Nick Vlahos 

BILLTOWN SENIOR MANOR

Couple was sold on Williamsfield
By NICK VLAHOS 

For The Prairie News 

   WILLIAMSFIELD – One 
existing building in Williams-
field has become the site of 16 
new addresses. Scott Perkins 
and Bobby Brown hope that 
leads to at least 16 new res-
idents. 
   The husband-and-wife team 
are the owners of Country Aire 
Senior Manor, a new inde-
pendent-living facility along 
Illinois Route 180. The new 
owners purchased the building 
earlier this year for about 
$200,000 from the village, 
which received it last year by 
donation.  
   For Brown and Perkins, it 
sounds like it was love at first 
sight. 
   “We didn’t even make it into 

the building and I told her, 
‘We’re buying this place,’” 
Perkins said. “I knew as soon 
as we pulled in. I said, ‘Unless 
we walk in here and I see 
something completely differ-
ent than what the outside tells 
me, we’re buying this place,’ 

And we did.” 
   Not to say all was perfect. 
Brown and Perkins have been 
upgrading an almost-40-year-
old building that was a retire-
ment center-turned-group 
home. Among the upgrades 

Continued on Page 7



the district to use e-learn-
ing days but ensures the 
availability in cases of 
need. 
   Again looking to the fu-
ture, the board established 
its 2026 meeting sched-
ule, starting with a board 
retreat at 8 a.m. on July 
20 followed by a 1:30 
p.m. regular session. 
Other meeting dates in 
2026 are Aug. 17, Sept. 
21, Oct. 19, Nov. 16 and 
Dec. 21. Dates in 2027 
will be Jan. 19, Feb. 16, 
March 15, April 19, May 

17 and June 21. 
   In other business, the 
board approved replacing 
170 Chromebooks for 4th, 
7th and 10th grades at a 
cost of $69,0004 through 
the State Bank of Toulon 
and accepted a bid for 
milk and for publication 
of The Rebel Reporter in 
FY27. The lone bid for 
milk was from Prairie 
Farms and included an in-
crease of 4-6 cents per 
pint. Lampe Publications 
LLC of Elmwood was the 
lone bidder for printing 
The Rebel Reporter. 

   The board also heeded a 
recommendation from Su-
perintendent Brett Elliott 
to retain Miller, Hall and 
Triggs as board legal 
counsel for the 2026-27 
school year with a 3% in-
crease for the hourly rate. 
Elliott praised the dis-
trict’s work relationship 
with the Peoria-based law 
firm. 
   In personnel matters the 
board approved hiring 
Rich Schertz as head high 
school baseball coach to 
take over for Cole Hart-
ley, whose resignation 
was accepted. Other res-
ignations accepted were 
from Beth Chapman and 
Taylor Wilkinson as sen-
ior class sponsors.  
   Donald Trenholm was 
approved as an elemen-
tary school custodian and 
the board acknowledged 
the planned retirement of 
Brandi Helms at the con-
clusion of the 2029-30 

school year, making her 
eligible for a 6% retire-
ment incentive. 
   Finally, the board ap-
proved closing the Class 
of 2025 activity account, 
creating a Class of 2030 
activity account and a res-
olution to transfer Fiscal 
Year 2027 interest. 
   Prior to the business 
portion of the meeting, 
the board recognized the 
school’s IESA state track 
meet qualifiers and noted 
the success of Stark 
County FFA students at 
the Illinois State FAA 
Convention held in 
Springfield earlier in 
June. 
   The board also heard 
from Elliott that the Edu-
cation Foundation plans 
to have its annual golf 
outing on July 31 at Mid-
land Golf Club.
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Galva Report 
Officer dispatched: 
   6-1 - to a vehicle repossession tak-
ing place in the 300 block of NE 1st 
St.  
   6-1 - While patrolling, officer lo-
cated a large piece of metal in the 
roadway in the 1000 block of SE 2 
nd St. It was removed. 
   6-2 - three times to the 00 block of 
SW 4th St. for a loud-music com-
plaint. The complaint was unfounded 
after officer observed the music was 
playing at a reasonable volume. 
   6-2 - to the 100 block of NW 8th 
Ave. for a verbal domestic distur-
bance. 
   6-3 - Officer was notified about a 
vehicle repossession in the 800 block 
of N. Center Ave. The vehicle was 
recovered. 
   6-3 - to the 600 block of SW 2nd 
Ave for a wild-animal complaint in-
volving a sick or injured fox. Officer 
was not able to locate the animal. 
   6-4 - to the 500 block of SW 6th 
Ave. for a low-speed vehicle inspec-
tion. A permit was issued. 
   6-4 - to assist the ambulance with a 
patient who fainted in the 300 block 
of Market St. 
   6-5 - to the 500 block of NW 3rd 
Ave. for a traffic complaint involving 
a possible intoxicated driver. Officer 
was not able to locate. 
   6-6 - to the 1100 block of NW 5 th 
Ave for a solicitor complaint. 
   6-6 - to the 700 block of W. Divi-
sion St. for a loose-dog complaint. 
Officer could not locate the dog. 
   6-7 - to the 400 block of NW 2nd 
St. for a wild-animal complaint in-

volving an injured raccoon. 
   6-7 - to the 100 block of NE 7th St. 
for a complaint of someone knocking 
on a door and then running away.  
   6-8 - to the 500 block of SE 2nd St. 
for a verbal domestic disturbance. 
   6-8 - to the 00 block of SW 4th St. 
for a loud-music complaint. 
   6-8 - to the 700 block of NW 4th 
St. for a complaint involving a stray 
cat that got inside the house. 
   6-9 - to the SW 6th Ave. railroad 
tracks for a crossing-arm malfunc-
tion. BNSF was contacted. 
   6-9 - While patrolling, officer 
checked on an unoccupied and 
parked vehicle with the doors open in 
the 500 block of SW 7th St. 
   6-10 - Officer was notified about a 
vehicle repossession taking place in 
the 900 block of N. Center Ave.  
   6-10 - to the 600 block of SW 4th 
St. for a property-line dispute. 
   6-10 - to the 900 block of NW 6 th 
St. for a low-speed vehicle inspection. 
   6-10 - to a residence in the 900 
block of W. Division St. for a city or-
dinance violation. 
   6-11 - to the 600 block of NW 5th 
Ave. for a property-line dispute. 
   6-11 - While patrolling, officer no-
ticed a train stopping, which blocked 
every Galva crossing for nearly an 
hour. The train eventually moved. 
   6-11 - to the 900 block of NW 6th 
St. for a disorderly conduct complaint. 
   6-11 - to the 00 block of SW 4th St. 
for a solicitor complaint. Five sub-
jects were located who did not have 
permits. They were removed from 
the property. 
   6-11 - to the 700 block of SE 6th 

St. for a utilities complaint involving 
a power wire down in a yard. 
Ameren was contacted. 
   6-11 - along with the fire depart-
ment, to the 600 block of NW 4th 
Ave. for a power transformer that 
was sparking. 
   6-11 - to the SW 6 th Ave railroad 
tracks for a crossing arm malfunc-
tion. BNSF was contacted. 
   6-12 - to the 500 block of North 
Center Ave for a utility wire that was 
across the roadway. It was deter-
mined to be a phone wire. 
   6-12 - to a residence on NE 1st 
Ave. for a welfare check. 
   6-12 - to the 500 block of N. Center 
Ave. for a utility wire down. It was a 
cable wire that was removed. 
   6-12 - to the 100 block of NW 8th 
Ave. for a verbal domestic distur-
bance. 
   6-12 - to the 1000 block of SW 2nd 
St. for a verbal domestic disturbance 
and child custody dispute. 
   6-13 - to the 600 block of S. Center 
Ave. for a loose-dog complaint. The 
dog was returned to a neighbor. 
   6-13 -to a verbal disturbance be-
tween neighbors in the 00 block of 
NE 6th St. 
   6-14 -to the 00 block of SW 4 th 
Street to assist a motorist who locked 
themselves out of a vehicle. Henry 
County was able to respond. 
   6-14 - to the north edge of town to 
watch for a reckless driver after a 
complaint. The suspect had already 
made it home. Henry County han-
dled the complaint at a residence on 
NW 5th St.
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PUBLIC RECORD

SERVICES 
 • SALVAGE: Buying junk autos, 
farm equipment, grain bins, and 
also doing total farm clean up. Call 
Doug Lofgren at Spoon River Sal-
vage (309) 299-8531. 
• BEAT RISING HEATING BILLS 
with the proven technology of a 
Classic Edge Titanium HDX OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Call today 
for budget-friendly warmth!  (309) 
565-4300. 
• HOME REMODELING AND REPAIR 
- Most types of quality home re-

modeling and repairs including 
doors, thermopane vinyl replace-
ment windows, interior painting and 
electrical, by Denny Miller. Over 25 
years experience. We also do 
kitchens, baths, decks, steps and 
more. Small jobs welcome! Call me 
at (309) 995-3364. 

WANTED 
• DECOYS: Seeking wooden duck, 
goose and other bird decoys. (309) 
231-6040.

    CLASSIFIEDS
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GUEST VOICES

GARAGE SALE
• Garage Sale - Saturday, June 20 and Saturday, June 27, 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m., 404 Timber St., Lafayette. Everything from car parts to Christ-
mas decorations. No clothing. Not responsible for accidents.

• Garage Sale - Friday and Saturday, June 19 - 20, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., in 
conjunction with More on 34: Moving Sale at 110 SW 7th St. in Galva, 
Il. Items include Trek women's bicycle, Thule rear mount bike carrier, 
John Deere collectables, wooden outdoor storage bench with cushion 
and pillows, Lane cedar chest, mid-century blonde cedar chest, vin-
tage Tupperware, collectable plates, Beer lights, wood gun cabinet, 
vintage toys and much more.

   It is that time of the year when our 
kids and grandkids graduate from 
high school and college. Every 
school and location tends to do it dif-
ferently. And if one has to travel to 
the event there are additional con-
cerns.  
   This past week my wife and I trav-
eled to Falls Church, Va., for the high 
school graduation of our grandson. 
What got my attention, to start with, 
was the price of gas and a motel 
room.  
   For those of us who live in Illinois, 
we can be proud of our gas taxes. Il-
linois has some of the highest gas 
taxes in the na-
tion, though we 
do rank second 
fiddle to our 
friends in Califor-
nia.  
   We went through Illinois, Indiana, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, 
Virginia and Washington D.C. Every 
gas price was lower than Illinois. We 
saw gas for $3.19 in Indiana and we 
left heome at $4.74.  
   Every business in Illinois that uses 
gasoline is paying more than our 
competitors next door. Is it any 
wonder that businesses and residents 
are leaving Illinois?  
   The hotels tell a little different 
story. We drove the first night with-
out a reservation as we didn’t know 
how far we would travel. We ended 
up in a huge thunderstorm in eastern 
Ohio at a Sleep Inn. Not your fanci-
est hotel, but the room was clean and 
the breakfast was pretty good. The 
price was $97, which I though was 
great.  
   Sunday afternoon we arrived at the 

Marriot in Falls Church, a suburb of 
Washington D.C. I had tried to book 
a reservation online but kept getting 
told the hotels were sold out of 
handicap rooms, if not the entire 
hotel.  
   I gave up and used an American 
Express travel agent to find us a 
room. The travel agent did her job 
and got us the room, but the price 
was a shade bit more than that Sleep 
Inn. It cost us over $400 per night for 
that room and, if we had stayed a 
third night, the price went up to over 
$700.  
   Now it was a beautiful hotel and 
the food was served on real plates 
and silverware, but my country roots 
were hurting. Lesson learned: Get 
your reservation early as the Wash-
ington D.C. market is as volatile as it 
gets. 
   We finally get to the graduation on 
Monday, but it is nothing like a cen-
tral Illinois graduation. There are 
multiple high schools in Falls 
Church. Three of those schools had 
their graduations on that Monday at 
the 7,000-seat George Mason Uni-
versity basketball arena. Ceremonies 
were at 9 a.m., 2 p.m. and 6 p.m. 
   I am amazed at how efficient the 
university is in getting the crowd out 
and the new group in, as each school 
had over 600 graduates.  
   The ceremony itself was a typical 
graduation ceremony, save for the 
graduates. From my less than scien-
tific observation, at least 25% of the 
graduates were ethnic Muslim. A sig-
nificant proportion were of Hispanic 
background and there was a notice-
able Indian/Asian group.  
   One of the student speakers, who 

spoke excellent English, stated he 
was an 8th grade non-English speak-
ing boy when he came to the United 
States from Afghanistan. He gave a 
lot of credit to his teachers for assist-
ing him in his assimilation into 
American society.  
   Another girl was from Bolivia and 
she was acknowledged for her Eng-
lish acclimation. I don’t know how 
many languages I heard out in the 
foyer of the arena. The kids were all 
speaking English to each other and 
then speaking their native tongue to 
their older family member.  
   I was intrigued by the diversity of 
the setting. To that thought, we went 
out to dinner afterwards and our 
grandson, who was born in Germany 
as an American citizen, was speaking 
English to my wife and me. But he 
would revert to Armenian when 
speaking to his mother, who is very 
fluent in English, and is a U.S. cit-
izen.  
   The differences in settings between 
Washington D.C. and central Illinois 
were acutely obvious, but there was 
also the sameness of being Ameri-
cans at a high school graduation.  
   We asked our grandson what his 
plans were for after graduation. He 
was starting work the next week at 
the Pentagon in the maintenance de-
partment as a trainee, after spending 
his last semester of high school going 
through all of the security clearances.  
It is my understanding that he is one 
of the youngest employees there. 
   Our nation is evolving and grow-
ing and every graduate adds to the 
future of the country.  
   Richard Koritz is an Illinois native and 
former DeWitt County state’s attorney.

Richard 
KORITZ

Graduation in D.C. different than home
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BRIEFS
Heritage Days return   
to Princeville park 
   PRINCEVILLE – A variety of 
family entertainment and fun will be 
on display this weekend at Princeville 
Heritage Days.  
   The Princeville Civic Association 
introduced a giveaway last year and it 
will continue today through Saturday. 
The nightly giveaway is $100. Vis-
itors can enter by stopping by the 
PCA tent each evening from 5-7:45 
p.m. (must be 18 and older and pres-
ent to win). Names will be announced 
from the main stage at 8 p.m.  
   The carnival and food tent in 
Stevens Square Park features Lions 
Club sandwiches, Masons onion rings 
and lemon shakeups, St. Jude water 
and soda stand and a selection of pies 
and desserts from our local churches.  
   Voting for the Cutest Pet Contest 
will be ongoing. Music, singing and 
events are scheduled for today and 
Saturday on the main stage. See the 
complete event schedule in an adver-
tisement on Page 7. 
   The parade on Saturday starts at 2 
p.m. and the carnival will open di-
rectly afterward. Anita and Ron 

Routh are the 2026 grand marshals. 

Toulon’s coffee shop  
receives Amex grant  
   TOULON – West Main Coffee & 
Books, a locally owned coffee and 
book shop owned and operated by 
Michael and Payton Schott, was se-
lected as a recipient of an Amex Shop 
Small Grant from American Express 
and Main Street America.  
   The grant will provide $20,000 in 
funding to complete renovations be-
hind the shop’s barista bar and to ac-
quire kitchen equipment to launch 
cafe-style breakfast in downtown 
Toulon at 213 W. Main St. 

Bishop Hill hosts  
Midsommar on June 20 
   BISHOP HILL – The village of 
Bishop Hill will host its annual 
Midsommar festivities from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. on Saturday, June 20, of-
fering a variety of craft, programs, 
live music, activities and booths in 
the village park.  
   Village businesses will have yard 
games set up for visitors to play dur-
ing the day. The Creative Commons 
will feature a free performance by a 

chainsaw artist. Visitors are encour-
aged to bring a lawn chair.   
   Decoration of the Maypole and a 
parade to the Colony School will be 
at 2 p.m., followed by dancing and 
light refreshments. 
College Honors  
   • Blake Orwig and Lauren 
Orwig of Wyoming made the 
Dean’s list (3.5 gpa or better) at 
Monmouth College for the spring 
2026 semester. 
   • Paige Rewerts of Wyoming 
made the Dean’s list (3.75 gpa or 
better) at Elmhurst University for 
the spring 2026 semester. 

Pictured above, a U.S. flag is respectfully 
retired, at the Bradford American Legion 
445 flag retirement ceremony, held on 
June 14 at Elsie Hodges Park in Bradford. 
Photo by Angie Stange.



was the addition of 16 new 
mailboxes, one for each 
room. Each mailbox re-
quired an address.  
   The new owners sug-
gested that process was la-
borious. Perhaps that’s 
why, while Brown and Per-
kins were providing a re-
cent tour, they appeared to 
take particular pride in the 
gleaming mailboxes pro-
truding from a vestibule 
wall.  
   “We had to go get ad-
dresses, but it’s worth it,” 
said Brown, a Canton-
based mortgage banker. 
   Brown and Perkins be-
lieve the entire endeavor is 
worth it. 
   The two have been in the 
rental-and-rehab business 
for years. That work in-
cludes Country Aire apart-
ments in Hanna City, 
which like the new Bill-
town facility is for tenants 
55 and older. Brown and 
Perkins were looking to 
expand that concept at a 
more-affordable price. 
   Country Aire in Wil-
liamsfield offers three 
types of rooms – small, 
medium and large – for 
monthly rents of $895, 
$995 and $1,095, respec-
tively. The cost includes 
utilities but does not in-
clude internet or cable tele-
vision. Common areas 
include those amenities 

and a full kitchen. Individ-
ual units have kitchenettes.  
   “I’m able to provide a 
really good service at a 
really good price because I 
got the building at a good 
price,” said Perkins, a re-
tired Caterpillar Inc. me-
chanical engineer.  
   “From a business stand-
point, seniors really are 
phenomenal. What you’ve 
got to figure out is what 
they care about. They care 
about keeping it cheap. 
They care about survival. 
They’re just worried about 
where they’re going to 
live, essentially until the 
end of their lives.” 
   The first Country Aire 
tenant moved in last 
month, Perkins said. The 
building is not staffed 24 
hours a day and does not 
provide medical services, 

although Graham Health 
System of Canton operates 
a clinic in the village. 
   A local restaurant, Bill-
town Diner, has agreed to 
deliver up to three meals a 
day for residents, at $8.50 
per meal. Ladd’s Food 
Mart in Williamsfield has 
offered to deliver gro-
ceries. Those businesses 
and services helped con-
vince the new owners to 
take a chance on the com-
munity, Perkins said. 
   “To me, the town speaks 
for itself,” he said. “The 
base is solid in this town. 
They have everything (my 
residents) need. I own 
houses in other places that 
I drive into town and I’m 
like, ‘This town is dying. I 
need to get out of it.’ When 
I drove into this town, it’s 
not.” 
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Patricia A. Daniels  
   SHEFFIELD – Patricia Ann (Beall) 
Daniels of Sheffield, Ill., passed 
away at the early age of 66, after a 
short and unfair battle with cancer, 
on Friday, May 1, 2026. She was 
born on Sept. 17, 1959, the daughter 
of Raymond and 
Janice (Derick) 
Beall. She was 
preceded in death 
by her parents.  
   Pat is survived 
by three children 
and two bonus 
children, Jason 
(Terilyn) Motley, 
Monica (Russ) 
Ensley and Brooke (Kyle) Schneider 
all of Kewanee, Nathan (Tiffany) 
Daniels of Jacksonville, N.C., and 
Morgan (Sean) Terry of Kewanee; 
sister Sam DeValkenaere of Brad-
ford; grandchildren Emma, Brady, 
Carter, Axel, Kyle and baby Beau, 
who is on the way; bonus grandchil-
dren Wyat, Hannah, Caitlyn, Chloe, 
Camryn, Calissa and Cohen; and 
niece Sharon (Autry) Cauthon. She is 
also survived by her companion, 
Mark DeVenney of Sheffield.  
   Pat was born and raised in Brad-
ford, Ill., and attended Bradford High 
School. She worked as a CNA for 
many years when she was younger 
and absolutely loved that profession 
and her residents. She would often 
bring one of them home for dinner.  
   Pat later started working for the 
Kewanee School District in the 
kitchen of Lyle, Central and later Ke-
wanee High School, retiring in 2022.  
   In her later years, Pat moved to the 
country, living with Mark DeVenney. 
She enjoyed the country life – gar-
dening and going on motorcycle 
rides. She loved to sew and read 
books. Pat enjoyed gathering with 
family and her loving friends. She 
was a giving person and would give 
you her last dollar if needed but was 
also spunky and could make a smart-
aleck comment at any given moment. 
Pat loved her family with her whole 
heart and would often say, “I love 
you more than you know.” We will 
miss her “more than you know.”  
   A celebration of Pat’s life will be 
held at the Flemish American Club in 
Kewanee at 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
June 20, 2026. Golnick-Schueneman 
Funeral Home in Kewanee is assist-
ing with arrangements. Memorial 
contributions may be made to St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital or 
the American Cancer Society. Con-
dolences may be left for Pat’s family 
on her tribute wall at www.golnick-
haskellfh.com.  

Rebecca B. Heaton 
   KEWANEE – Rebecca B. Heaton, 
87, of Kewanee, Ill., formerly of La-
Fayette, Ill., peacefully departed this 
earth on June 14, 2026, at Prairie 
Place Senior Living of Kewanee. 
   She was born on 
July 23, 1938, in 
Kewanee Public 
Hospital, the 
daughter of David 
Kenneth and 
Pansy Marie 
(Riley) Edwards. 
Rebecca married 
Willard Lincoln 
Heaton on June 2, 
1957, in Toulon, Ill. He preceded her 
in death on Feb. 21, 2018.  
   Rebecca lived a full and happy life 
of family, farming and community 
service. She is survived by her three 

children, daughter Julie (David) Mar-
shall of Nashville, Ill., and sons Rick 
(Nancy) Heaton of Toulon and 
Randy Heaton of Bloomington, Ill.  
   Rebecca attended Toulon Baptist 
Church, Elmira Presbyterian Church, 
and was an active member of the La-
Fayette Methodist Church and La-
Fayette Methodist women’s group. 
She was a member of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution and Tou-
lon American Legion Post 416 
Women’s Auxiliary. She was also a 
Mary Kay Consultant and volun-
teered at Abilities Plus Resale Shop.  
   Rebecca and her husband Willard 
loved to travel and enjoyed the 
ocean. They traveled to Saint 
Maarten Island for several winters, as 
well as to Texas, Wisconsin, South 
Carolina and all along the East Coast. 
Many road trips were made to visit 
loved ones and to attend cattle shows 
and swim meets for their grandchil-
dren.  
   Rebecca was preceded in death by 
her husband; her parents; two sisters, 
Sue Hardman and Evelyn Edwards; 
and two brothers, John and Robert 
Edwards.  
   Other surviving family members 
blessed by Rebecca’s life include 
grandson Jonathan (Paige) Heaton; 
granddaughters, Elizabeth (Seth) 
Strom, Becky (Mark) Rodriguez, 
Jenny (Billy) Kirsch and Caitlyn 
(Chris) Taff; five great-grandsons, 
Will and Levi Kirsch, Miles Rodri-
guez, Christopher Taff and Warren 
Strom; three great-granddaughters, 
Julianna Kirsch, and Clarissa and 
Collette Taff; brother-in-law Dan 
Hardman; and their extended family, 
nephew, Ronnie (Dena) Heaton and 
Mike Heaton; and niece Leanne 
(David) Hoffman; and several other 
nieces and nephews.  
   Visitation will by held on Friday, 
June 19, 2026, from 10-11 a.m. at 
Golnick Family Funeral & Crema-
tion Services (formerly Haskell) in 
Wyoming, Ill., with a graveside serv-
ice to follow. Al Harmon will offici-
ate. Burial will take place in West 
Jersey Cemetery. Golnick Family Fu-
neral & Cremation Services in Ke-
wanee is in charge of arrangements.  
   In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be donated to LaFay-
ette Methodist Church, P.O. Box 147, 
LaFayette, IL. 61449, or Abilities 
Plus, 1100 N. East St., Kewanee, IL. 
61443. 

Clarence E. Wagher 
   TOULON – Clarence E. Wagher, 
73, of Toulon, passed away at 8:10 
a.m. Sunday, June 7, 2026, at OSF 
Richard L. Owens Hospice Home in 
Peoria. Clarence was born on March 
2, 1953, in Galesburg, the son of 
Paul and Patricia 
(Meyers) Wagher.  
   He is survived 
by his mother, Pa-
tricia “Pat” 
Shanks of Knox-
ville; his daugh-
ters, Sarrah Staker 
of Williamsfield 
and Jodi (Jason) 
Klein of Kewa-
nee; a son, Jerod (Kathy) Wagher of 
Toulon; his grandchildren, Ella 
Staker of Williamsfield and Jayce, 
Jayden and Jaelyn Klein of Kewa-
nee; four stepsiblings, Roger 
(Tanya) Shanks of Missouri, Denis 
Sheperd of Knoxville, Linda Tate of 
Florida and Vickie Butler of Florida; 
and a sister-in-law, Julie Wagher of 
Chillicothe. He was preceded in 

death by his father, Paul Wagher Sr.; 
his stepfather, Jack Shanks; five 
brothers, Paul Wagher Jr., Jerry 
Wagher, Danny Wagher, Jerry 
Wagher and twin brother John 
Wagher; a stepsister, Jackie Died-
rich; and a son-in-law, Travis Staker. 
   Clarence graduated from Toulon 
High School in 1972 and worked for 
Caterpillar Inc. in Mossville, where 
he later retired. He was a member of 
the UAW of Peoria. He enjoyed 
fishing and spending time with his 
family. He had many nicknames and 
titles throughout his life: Stubby 
(known by his Cat co-workers), 
Uncle Bear, Uncle Lumpy and 
Papo. 
   Honoring Clarence’s wishes, no 
formal funeral service will be held, 
but a celebration of life will be held 
at a later date. Private inurnment 
will take place in Toulon Cemetery. 
Rux Funeral Home in Williamsfield 
is assisting the family with arrange-
ments.  

Arelene S. West 
   HANNA CITY – Arlene S. West, 
92, of Hanna City, passed away on 
Tuesday, June 2, 2026, at Farmington 
Village Nursing and Rehabilitation.  
   She was born on Feb. 18, 1934, to 
Paul and Elsie (Atkinson) Shaddock 
in Decatur.  
   She graduated 
from Moweaqua 
High School in 
1952. After high 
school, she at-
tended the Univer-
sity of Illinois in 
Champaign and 
received her bach-
elor of science in home-economics 
education. There, Arlene met Wil-
liam “Bill” West, and they married 
on July 1, 1956. They spent 68 years 
together until his passing on April 1, 
2025. 
   Arlene was a teacher for a number 
of years at area schools, including 
Monroe Elementary School and Oak 
Grove Elementary School. Illini 
Bluffs students may remember her 
nickname, “Sarge.” She was always 
involved with farming with Bill and 
taking care of her family.  
   She was an avid reader and loved 
going to Alpha Park Library. She 
would correct any inappropriate dan-
gling participles and was an assertive 
passenger-seat driver.  
   Arlene is survived by her children, 
W. Bruce (Julie) West of Geneseo 
and Jeff (Tracy) West of Wyoming; 
her grandchildren, Callie (Levi) 
Allen of White Heath, Paul 
(Amanda) West of Elmwood, Vic-
toria (Andrew) Wells of Edwards and 
Elizabeth West of Chatham; her 
great-grandchildren, Ben and Emilia 
Allen, Evelyn and Lucy West and 
Lila Wells; niece, Jane (Ed) Fussner; 
and nephew, David (Debby) Doubet.  
   She was preceded by her parents; 
her husband, Bill; her son Robert 
“Rob” West; and her brother, Robert 
Shaddock. 
   A visitation for Arlene was held 
June 9, 2026, at Davison-Fulton Bar-
tonville Chapel in Bartonville. A fu-
neral service was held the next day at 
Hanna City Presbyterian Church in 
Hanna City. Committal service was 
in Smithville Cemetery.  
   Memorial contributions can be 
made to the Cystic Fibrosis Founda-
tion or Hanna City Presbyterian 
Church. Condolences and memories 
can be made on Davison-Fulton-Bar-
tonvilleChapel.com.
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  Toulon Methodist Church 
229 W. Main St., P.O. Box 538, Toulon, IL. 61483 

Phone (309) 286-2224 
Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 286-2224  or (217) 778-1591 
Toulon Sunday School 9:15 a.m., all ages & Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

LaFayette Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 17, P.O. Box 147, LaFayette, IL. 61449 

Phone (309) 995-3371 
 Pastor Glenn Corbly Phone (309) 995-3371 or (217) 778-1591 

LaFayette Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

West Jersey United Methodist Church 
Illinois Highway 78, West Jersey, IL • Rev. Pablo Marty 

Phone (217) 425-5707 
Sunday Worship: 9 a.m. 

Elmira United Presbyterian Church 
7874 State Route 93, Toulon, IL 61483 • (309) 896-3481 

Services each Sunday at 9 a.m. 
www.facebook.com/Elmirachurch1852 

The Gathering Church 
Location: 105 N. 7th St., Wyoming, IL 61491 

Sunday mornings @ 10:30 a.m. 
Mail: PO Box 322, Wyoming, IL 61491 

email: info@thegathering.life 
website: www.thegathering.life/ 

www.facebook.com/thegatheringchurch.life 

1st Congregational Church of Toulon 
Reverend David Graham 

218 N. Henderson St., Toulon • (309) 286-4901 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Email fcctoulon@gmail.com 

website: firstcongregationaltoulon.org  

Galva Congregational Church 
 Pastor Marshall Jones 

211 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Galva, Illinois 61434 
(309) 932-3733 

Service Time 10 a.m. 

First Baptist Church 
"faith in truth" 

211 NW 4th Ave GALVA 
Main Service: Sun 10:30 
Rev. Bryan Griem, Pastor 

(309) 932-2713 • GalvaBaptistChurch.com 

Wyoming Nazarene Church 
517 N Madison Ave. Wyoming, IL 61491 

Rev. Shawna Marsh 
Sunday School: 10 a.m., All ages • Sunday Worship: 11 a.m. 

Wednesday Prayer & Fellowship 5:30 to 6:30 
Thursday Kids Club 5:30 to 7 p.m. 

Baby Connection: Wednesday and Thursdays 9 - 11 a.m. 
Facebook: Wyoming Naz • Website: www.wyomingnaz.com 

First Congregational Church  
204 N. 7th St., PO Box 35, Wyoming, IL 61491 

(309) 695-4091 
Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Check us out on Facebook 
 First Congregational Church of Wyoming, Illinois 

Toulon First Baptist Church 
110 W. Jefferson St. Toulon • (309) 286-4611 

Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10 a.m. 
Sunday Youth Group 5-7 p.m. 

Wednesday Kid’s Club 5:30-7 p.m. 
Wednesday Virtual Prayer Meeting 7 p.m. 

Email: pastor@toulonbaptist.com 
www.ToulonBaptist.com 

www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchToulon 
Call us for Salvation Army Assistance 

St. Timothy Lutheran Church 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 

16883 State Route 17, PO Box 158 - Wyoming, IL 61491 
allsaintsil.com 

Galva Messiah Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
317 SW Third Street, Galva, IL 

Casual, family friendly    Rev. Randy Swanson (interim) 
Wednesday: 4:30 p.m. "See Through the Scriptures" Bible Study,  

5:30 p.m. Worship (in Luther Hall) 
Sunday:  Worship: 9 a.m. 

Contact: messiahlutherangalva@gmail.com 
1-309-932-3346 

Facebook: Messiah Lutheran—Galva, IL 

Galva First United Methodist Church 
Rev. Rebecca Gearhart 

214 NW 2nd Ave., Galva, IL 61434 • (309) 932-2460 
preachinghope@gmail.com   •   galvafirst@gmail.com 

Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.  

Holy Trinity National Catholic Church 
Father John Cramer 

716 N. Tremont, Kewanee, IL 
Mass - Sat. at 5 p.m., Sun. at 9 a.m., Mon.-Thurs. at 9 a.m. 

Rectory Phone: 309-852-5191 Father Cramer Phone: 574-329-9292 
St. Dominic Catholic Church of Incarnation Parish 

303 N Galena Ave - Wyoming, IL - 309-385-2578 
officeic25@gmail.com - incarnationcatholic.org 

Mass Times: Saturdays 5 p.m. in Brimfield  
Sundays 8AM in Wyoming - 9 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. in Princeville 

Religious Education - 10 a.m. Sunday Mornings 

Wyoming United Methodist Church 
Pastor Rebecca Klemm 

302 North Main Street  PO Box 287  Wyoming, IL, 61491-0287.   
309-606-9027 

Email: WyomingUMCPastor@gmail.com 
Service is held at 10 a.m. Sunday morning. 

Bradford Leet United Methodist Church 
Boyd's Grove United Methodist Church 

Leet UMC 118 E. Main St., Bradford, IL 61421 
Services on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. 

Boyd's Grove UMC 1976 Wyanet Walnut Rd, Bradford, IL. 61421 
Services on Sundays at 9 a.m. 

Rev Dan Wright 
309-897-8113     309-507-1626 

thewrights62@hotmail.com 

Bradford Apostolic Christian Church 
440 E Main St Bradford IL 61421 

9:45 a.m. Sunday Worship Service and simultaneous Sunday 
School pre-K thru 12+ 

11:00 Lunch and Fellowship, 12:15 2nd Sunday Worship 
Wednesday Worship Service 7:15 pm 

www.bradfordacchurch.org; info@bradfordacchurch.org 

Join the directory for $150 per year. Email ads@prairie-news.com or mail information to (with a 
check made out to Lampe Publications LLC)  The Prairie News; PO Box 240; Toulon, IL 61483-0240. 

OBITUARIES

Wagher

Daniels

West

Heaton
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE  
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT  

HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
ESTATE OF SALLY JOAN ENDRESS, Deceased 

No. 2026PR228 
CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

Notice is given to creditors of the death of SALLY JOAN EN-
DRESS.  Letters of office were issued on February 17, 2026 to 
William J. Endress, 612 East Street South, Kewanee, IL 61443, 
as independent executor whose attorney of record is Justin J. 
Stoller, 15 W Front St., El Paso, Illinois 61738. 

The estate will be administered without court supervision, unless 
under Section 5/28-4 of the Probate Act (Ill. Compiled Stat. 1992, 
C. 755, par. 5/28-4) any interested person terminates independent 
administration at any time by mailing or delivering a petition to ter-
minate to the clerk. 

Claims against the estate may be filed in the office of the clerk of 
court, Henry County Courthouse, Cambridge, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both until November 30, 2026, or, if mailing or 
delivery of a notice from the representative is required by Section 
5/18-3 of the Probate Act of 1975, the date stated in that notice.  
Any claim not filed on or before that date is barred.  Copies of a 
claim filed with the clerk must be mailed or delivered to the repre-
sentative and to the attorney within 10 days after it has been filed. 

Dated this 19th day of May, 2026. 
Stoller Law Office 
Justin J. Stollem, Attorney for Representative 
15 W Front St 
El Paso, IL  61738 
(309) 527-4300  
justinstoller@stollerlaw.com 

Published 5/29, 6/5, 6/19/26

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FOURTEENTH JUDI-
CIAL  

CIRCUIT HENRY COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
ESTATE OF Linda Martin,  Deceased               

No. 2026PR60 
CLAIM NOTICE 
(Publication) 

Notice is given of the death of Linda Martin. Letters of Office 
were issued on May 14, 2026, to Kathy McCoy as Executor whose 
attorneys are Barash & Everett, LLC. 
   Claims against the estate may be filed in the office of the clerk of 
the court, Henry County, Cambridge, Illinois or with the repre-
sentative, or both on or before  November 14, 2026.                  
   Any claim not filed by that date is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the representative and 
to the attorney within l0 days after it has been filed. 
E-filing is now mandatory for documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must first create an account with an e-
filing provider. Visit efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm to 
learn more and to select a service provider. If you need additional 
help or have trouble e-filing, visit www.illinoiscourts.gove/FAQ/ge-
thelp.asp. Or talk with your local circuit clerk’s office. 
 
Barash & Everett, LLC 
Attorney for Executor 
P.O. Box 165  
Galva, IL  61434  
(309) 932-2001  
Email: everettr@barashlaw.com  
Published 6/5, 6/19, 6/26/26

NOTICE 
   Notice is hereby given that the Planning and Zoning Commission 
of the Village of Atkinson, Illinois will hold a public hearing on July 
6th, 2026 at 6 PM at the Atkinson Village Hall, 107 W Main St, At-
kinson, IL 61235 to review and consider an amendment to the Vil-
lage’s Zoning Map. 
  Applicant: Rory Van Opdorp & Marty Van Opdorp 
  Parcel: 09-34-429-005 
   Proposed Map Amendment: Rezone parcel from R-1 to  B-2 
   The application and proposed map amendment are available for 
inspection at Atkinson Village Hall, 107 W Main St, Atkinson, IL 
61235. All interested parties are invited to attend and present 
written and/or oral testimony at or before the public hearing. De-
tails on how members of the public can provide comments on the 
proposed amendment can contact the Village Clerk by email at vil-
lageclerk@atkinsonil.org or by phone at (309) 936-7658. 
Dated this 1st day of June, 2026 

/S/ Krystle Thomas 
Village Clerk 
Email: everettr@barashlaw.com  

 
Published  6/19/26

PUBLIC NOTICE OF ORDINANCE NO. 26-2    
AN ORDINANCE TO LEVY AND ASSESS A TAX FOR TOULON 
PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT OF THE COUNTIES OF STARK, 

AND KNOX, STATE OF ILLINOIS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR  
BEGINNING JULY 1, 2026 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2027 
BE IT ORDAINED, that the Toulon Public Library District of the 

Counties of Stark and Knox, State of Illinois, shall levy a tax of .02 
percent of the value of all taxable property within said District, for 
building and maintenance purpose, subject to the right of the elec-
tors in said District to petition and require an election concerning the 
imposition of such additional tax, pursuant to 75 ILCS 16/35-5. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that within fifteen (15) days from the 
date of adoption of the resolution by the corporate authorities, it shall 
be published in the Prairie News, a newspaper of general circulation 
in the Toulon Public Library District. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunder set our hands in Tou-
lon, Illinois this June 8th, 2026 to be effective immediately upon 

adoption. 
1.  The specific number of voters required to sign a petition re-

questing that the question of adoption of the ordinance be submitted 
to the electors of the District is 127   

2.  The petition must be filed on or before July 17, 2026. 
3.  The referendum would be held November 3, 2026. 
Roberta Cinnamon 
Secretary of the Board of Trustees of the 
Toulon Public Library District 
c/o Toulon Public Library District 
617 E. Jefferson Street  
Toulon, IL 61483 
Posted: June 8, 2026 

ORDINANCE NO. 26-2 
   AN ORDINANCE TO LEVY AND ASSESS A TAX FOR TOULON PUB-
LIC LIBRARY DISTRICT OF THE COUNTIES OF STARK, AND KNOX, 
STATE OF ILLINOIS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 
2024 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2025. 

   BE IT ORDAINED, that the Toulon Public Library District of the 
Counties of Stark and Knox, State of Illinois, shall levy a tax of .02 
percent of the value of all taxable property within said District, for 
building and maintenance purpose, subject to the right of the elec-
tors in said District to petition and require an election concerning the 
imposition as such additional tax, pursuant to 75 ILCS 16/35-5. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that within fifteen (15) days from the 
date of adoption of the resolution, it shall be published in the Prairie 
News, a newspaper of general circulation in the Toulon Public Li-
brary District. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunder set our hands in Tou-
lon, Illinois this 8th day of June, 2026. 

/S/ Cheryl Hurst 
President of the Board of Trustees of the 
Toulon Public Library District  

ATTEST: 
/S/ Roberta Cinnamon, Secretary 
Published 6/19/26

LEGAL ADS

MEETING DATES 
ORDINANCE 2026/2027 

26-01  
   Be it ordained that the regular meeting of the BRADFORD PUBLIC 
LIBRARY DISTRICT Board of Trustees shall be held at 6:00 p.m. at 
the Bradford Public Library District, 111 South Peoria Street, Brad-
ford, Illinois 61421 on the following dates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Adopted at the regular Board Meeting on June 15, 2026 
Posted June 16, 2026 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
BRADFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT 

BY: /S/ David Atteberry 
President, Board of Trustees 
ATTEST: /S/ Hollie Scott 
Secretary, Board of Trustees 

Published 6/19/26

Monday, July 20, 2026 
Monday, August 17, 2026 
Monday, September 21, 2026 
Monday, October 19, 2026 
Monday, November 16, 2026 
December 2026 – no meeting 

Tuesday, January 19,2027 
Tuesday, February 16, 2027 
Monday, March 15, 2027 
Monday, April 19, 2027 
Monday, May 17, 2027 
Monday, June 21, 2027

ORDINANCE NO. 26-02 
AN ORDINANCE TO LEVY AND ASSESS A TAX 

FOR THE BRADFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY  
OF THE COUNTIES OF STARK, 
MARSHALL AND BUREAU, STATE  

OF ILLINOIS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
BEGINNING JULY 1, 2026 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2027 

 
BE IT ORDAINED, that the Bradford Public Library of the 

Counties of Stark, Marshall and Bureau, State of Illinois shall levy a 
tax of .02% of the value of all taxable property within said District, 
for building and maintenance purposes, subject to the right of the 
electors in said District to petition and require an election concern-
ing the imposition of such tax, pursuant to 75 ILCS 16/35-5.  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that within fifteen (15) days from 
the date of adoption of the ordinance, it shall be published in the 
Prairie News, a newspaper of general circulation in the Bradford 
Public Library and it is effective immediately upon adoption. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunder set our hands in 
Bradford, Illinois this 15th day of June 2026. 
 
Posted: June 16, 2026    

David Atteberry, President of the Board of Trustees 
Bradford Public Library 
ATTEST: Hollie Scott, Secretary 

 
Published 6/19/26

 1. U.S. STATES: Which state has 
the most national 
parks? 
2. ANATOMY: 
Which blood type is considered to 
be a universal donor? 
3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Which 
three signs of the Zodiac are 
considered to be Earth signs? 
4. ROYALS: What was Queen 
Elizabeth's favorite dog breed? 
5. GEOGRAPHY: Which continent 
has a mountain range called The 
Great Rift Valley? 
6. MONEY: What is the basic 
currency of Russia? 
7. TELEVISION: Which long-
running TV sitcom features a dog 
named Comet? 
8. MUSIC: How many strings does 
a standard violin have? 
9. GAMES: How many title deeds 
does the Monopoly game have? 
10. SCIENCE: What is the main 
cause of ocean tides? 

Answers 
1. California. 
2. Type O negative. 
3. CAPRICORN, TAURUS and 
VIRGO.  
4. Corgis. 
5. Africa. 
6. The ruble. 
7. "Full House." 
8. Four. 
9. 28. 
10. The gravitational pull of the 
Moon. 
9. Virtual Private Network. 
10. Ganymede of Jupiter. 
10. Eleven (11). 

(c) 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Notice of Intent to Issue Bonds  
and Rights to File Petitions 

   Notice is hereby given that pursuant to an ordinance adopted June 8, 
2026 (the “Ordinance”), the City of Toulon, Stark County, Illinois (the 
“City”), intends to issue its Waterworks and Sewerage Revenue Bonds 
(the “Revenue Bonds”) or, in lieu thereof, its General Obligation Bonds 
(Alternate Revenue Source) (the “Alternate Bonds”) in the principal 
amount of not to exceed $1,000,000, and bearing interest per annum at 
not to exceed the maximum rate authorized by law at the time of the 
sale thereof, for the purpose of improving the waterworks and sewer-
age system of the City (the “System”), as more fully described in the 
Ordinance (the “Project”).  The revenue sources that will be pledged to 
the payment of the principal of and interest on the Alternate Bonds will 
be (i) revenues of the System and (ii) Illinois State income tax received 
by the City by deposit to and payment from the Local Government Dis-
tributive Fund in the State Treasury, as such tax is supplemented and 
amended from time to time, and any tax which may be substituted for 
such tax in the future.  If these revenue sources are insufficient to pay 
the Alternate Bonds, ad valorem property taxes upon all taxable prop-
erty in the City without limitation as to rate or amount are authorized to 
be extended to pay the principal of and interest on the Alternate Bonds.  
A complete copy of the Ordinance follows this notice. 
   Notice is hereby further given that if a petition signed by 67 or more 
electors of the City (the same being equal to 10% of the registered 
voters of the City) asking that the question of improving the System, as 
provided in the Ordinance, and the issuance of the Revenue Bonds 
therefor, be submitted to the electors of the City is filed with the City 
Clerk within thirty (30) days after the date of publication of the Ordi-
nance and this notice, an election on the proposition to issue the Reve-
nue Bonds shall be held on the 3rd day of November, 2026.  The Circuit 
Court may declare that an emergency referendum should be held prior 
to said election date pursuant to the provisions of Section 2A-1.4 of the 
Election Code of the State of Illinois, as amended (the “Election Code”).  
If no such petition is filed within said thirty (30) day period, then the 
City shall thereafter be authorized to issue the Revenue Bonds for the 
purposes hereinabove provided. 
   Notice is hereby further given that if a petition signed by 101 or more 
electors of the City (being equal to the greater of (i) 7.5% of the regis-
tered voters in the City or (ii) 200 of those registered voters or 15% of 
those registered voters, whichever is less) asking that the issuance of 
the Alternate Bonds be submitted to referendum is filed with the City 
Clerk within thirty (30) days after the date of publication of this notice, 
an election on the proposition to issue the Alternate Bonds shall be held 
on the 3rd day of November, 2026.  The Circuit Court may declare that 
an emergency referendum should be held prior to said election date 
pursuant to the provisions of Section 2A-1.4 of the Election Code.  If no  
such petition is filed within said thirty (30) day period, then the City 
shall thereafter be authorized to issue the Alternate Bonds for the pur-
poses hereinabove provided. 
   By order of the City Council of the City of Toulon, Stark County, Illi-
nois, this 8th day of June, 2026. 
   Barb Cantwell  City Clerk 
   City of Toulon, Stark County, Illinois 
   An Ordinance authorizing the issuance of Waterworks and Sewerage 
Revenue Bonds of the City of Toulon, Stark County, Illinois, in an aggre-
gate principal amount not to exceed $1,000,000 or, in lieu thereof, Gen-
eral Obligation Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source) in an aggregate 
principal amount not to exceed $1,000,000 for the purpose of paying the 
costs of improving the waterworks and sewerage system of the City. 

*** 
   Whereas, the City of Toulon, Stark County, Illinois (the “City”), is a 
duly organized and existing municipality incorporated and existing 
under the provisions of the laws of the State of Illinois, and is now op-
erating under the provisions of the Illinois Municipal Code, as amended 
(the “Code”), and for many years has owned and operated a munici-
pally-owned combined waterworks and sewerage system (the “Sys-
tem”) as set forth in Division 139 of Article 11 of the Code; and 
   Whereas, the City Council of the City (the “City Council”) has deter-

mined that it is advisable, necessary and in the best interests of the City 
to pay the costs of improving the System, including construction of a 
new water storage tower (the “Project”); and 
   Whereas, the estimated costs of the Project, including legal, financial, 
bond discount, printing and publication costs, and other expenses, is 
not less than $1,000,000, and there are insufficient funds on hand and 
lawfully available to pay such costs; and 
   Whereas, in addition to the System revenues (the “System Reve-
nues”), there exists a source of funds, the same being Illinois State in-
come tax as shared with municipalities by deposit to and payment from 
the Local Government Distributive Fund in the State Treasury, as such 
tax is supplemented and amended from time to time, and any tax which 
may be substituted for such tax in the future (the “Shared State Income 
Taxes”), received by the City and available for any of its corporate pur-
poses, including for the payment of costs of the Project; and 
   Whereas, the City Council has further determined that it is advisable, 
necessary and in the best interests of the City to construct the Project 
and, in order to finance the costs thereof, to issue up to $1,000,000 of 
revenue bonds payable solely from System Revenues as authorized to 
be issued at this time pursuant to Division 139 of Article 11 of the Code 
(the “Revenue Bonds”) or, in lieu thereof, up to $1,000,000 alternate 
bonds (the “Alternate Bonds”), being general obligation bonds payable 
from (i) System Revenues and (ii) Shared State Income Taxes (collec-
tively, the “Pledged Revenues”), as authorized to be issued at this time 
pursuant to the Local Government Debt Reform Act of the State of Illi-
nois, as amended (the “Act”); and 
   Whereas, if the Pledged Revenues are insufficient to pay the Alternate 
Bonds, ad valorem property taxes upon all taxable property in the City 
without limitation as to rate or amount are authorized to be extended to 
pay the principal of and interest on the Alternate Bonds: 
Now, Therefore, Be It Ordained by the City Council of the City of Toulon, 
Stark County, Illinois, as follows: 

Section 1. Incorporation of Preambles.  The City Council hereby finds 
that all of the recitals contained in the preambles to this Ordinance are 
full, true and correct and does incorporate them into this Ordinance by 
this reference. 

Section 2. Declaration of Intent.  The City Council hereby declares its 
intention to avail of the provisions of the Code and the Act and to issue 
the Revenue Bonds or, in lieu thereof, the Alternate Bonds in an aggre-
gate principal amount not to exceed $1,000,000 for the purpose of pay-
ing the costs of the Project. 

Section 3. Determination to Issue Bonds.  It is advisable, necessary 
and in the best interests of the City to construct the Project for the pub-
lic health, safety and welfare, in accordance with the estimate of costs 
as hereinabove described, and that for such purpose, there are hereby 
authorized to be issued and sold the Revenue Bonds in an aggregate 
principal amount not to exceed $1,000,000 or, in lieu thereof, the Alter-
nate Bonds in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed $1,000,000. 

Section 4. Publication.  This Ordinance, together with a notice in the 
statutory form (the “Notice”), shall be published after passage hereof by 
the City Council in The Prairie News, the same being a newspaper of 
general circulation in the City, and if no petition, signed by 67 electors of 
the City (being equal to ten percent (10%) of the number of registered 
voters in the City) asking that the question of the Project, as provided in 
this Ordinance, and the issuance of the Revenue Bonds therefor be sub-
mitted to the electors of the City is filed with the City Clerk within thirty 
(30) days after the date of the publication of this Ordinance and the No-
tice, then the Revenue Bonds shall be authorized to be issued. 
   If no petition, signed by 101 electors of the City (being equal to the 
greater of (i) 7.5% of the registered voters in the City or (ii) 200 of 
those registered voters or 15% of those registered voters, whichever is 
less) asking that the issuance of the Alternate Bonds be submitted to 
referendum is filed with the City Clerk within thirty (30) days after the 
date of the publication of this Ordinance and the Notice, then the Alter-
nate Bonds shall be authorized to be issued. 
   It is expressly provided that in the event that there shall be filed with 
the City Clerk in a timely manner a petition, asking that the issuance of 
the Revenue Bonds be submitted to referendum, the Alternate Bonds 
shall not be authorized to be issued until such time as the issuance of 

the Revenue Bonds shall have been submitted to the electors of the City 
and a majority of the votes cast on such question shall have been in 
favor thereof. 

Section 5. Additional Ordinances.  If no petition with respect to the 
issue of the Revenue Bonds or, in lieu thereof, the Alternate Bonds and 
meeting the requirements of applicable law is filed during the petition 
periods hereinabove referred to, then the City Council may adopt ad-
ditional ordinances or proceedings supplementing or amending this Or-
dinance providing for the issuance and sale of the Revenue Bonds or, in 
lieu thereof, the Alternate Bonds and prescribing all the details of the 
Revenue Bonds or, in lieu thereof, the Alternate Bonds, so long as the 
maximum aggregate principal amount of the Revenue Bonds or, in lieu 
thereof, the Alternate Bonds as set forth in this Ordinance is not ex-
ceeded and there is no material change in the Project.  Such additional 
ordinances or proceedings shall in all instances become effective in ac-
cordance with applicable law.  This Ordinance, together with such ad-
ditional ordinances or proceedings, shall constitute complete authority 
for the issuance of the Revenue Bonds or, in lieu thereof, the Alternate 
Bonds, under applicable law. 

Section 6. Reimbursement.  None of the proceeds of the Revenue 
Bonds or the Alternate Bonds issued in lieu thereof will be used to pay, 
directly or indirectly, in whole or in part, for an expenditure that has 
been paid by the City prior to the date hereof except architectural or 
engineering costs incurred prior to commencement of the Project or ex-
penditures for which an intent to reimburse it as properly declared 
under Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2.  This Ordinance is in itself 
a declaration of official intent under Treasury Regulations Sec-
tion 1.150-2 as to all costs of the Project paid within 60 days prior to 
the date hereof or on any date after the date hereof and prior to issu-
ance of the Revenue Bonds or, in lieu thereof, the Alternate Bonds. 

Section 7. Severability.  If any section, paragraph, clause or provision 
of this Ordinance shall be held invalid, the invalidity of such section, 
paragraph, clause or provision shall not affect any of the other provi-
sions of this Ordinance. 

Section 8. Repealer.  All ordinances, resolutions or orders, or parts 
thereof, in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are to the ex-
tent of such conflict hereby repealed. 

Section 9. Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be in full force and ef-
fect from and after its passage and approval, as provided by law. 
Passed this 8th day of June, 2026, pursuant to a roll call vote as follows: 
Ayes: Donna Lefler, Michael Schott, Connie Jacobson and Brandon 
Simpson 
Nays: None 
Absent: Ryan Kelly 

Approved by me this 8th day of June, 2026. 
Larry Hollis 
Mayor, City of Toulon, Stark County, Illinois 
Recorded in the City Records on June 8, 2026. 
Attest: 
Barb Cantwell 

City Clerk, City of Toulon, Stark County, Illinois 
 

Notice of Public Hearing Concerning the Intent of the City Council 
of the City of Toulon, Stark County, Illinois to Sell Not to Exceed  

$1,000,000 General Obligation Bonds (Waterworks and  
Sewerage System Alternate Revenue Source) 

Public Notice Is Hereby Given that the City of Toulon, Stark County, 
Illinois (the “City”), will hold a public hearing on the 13th day of July, 
2026, at 6:00 o’clock P.M.  The hearing will be held at the Toulon Fire-
house, 420 North Franklin Street, Toulon, Illinois.  The purpose of the 
hearing will be to receive public comments on the proposal to sell alter-
nate bonds of the City in an amount not to exceed $1,000,000 for the 
purpose of paying the costs of improving the waterworks and sewerage 
system, including construction of a new water storage tower.  
By order of the Mayor of the City of Toulon, Stark County, Illinois. 

Dated the 8th day of June, 2026. 
Barb Cantwell,  City Clerk,  
City of Toulon, Stark County, Illinois 

Published 6/19/26 
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